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LETTER XVIIL

Journcy frem Cracow to WWarli:c.-——Appearance
of that capital. -1 unt of police and regula-
tions.—2he V. vl — Proga.—Signs of decay
and ruin-—Jews—-fefledions on the flate of
Polan,

Warsaw, June 28th, 1778.

TO tru@t of comtry in Europe can
offer fewer objeéls of information,
curiofity, or amufement, in the common
acceptation of the terms, than that which
extends from the pates of Crucow to the
fuburbs of Warfaw : © difiance of at leaft
two hundred miles ihrough the central
provinces of Poland. It may however
be juftly faid, that the appearance of the
: VOL. L. B country
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;’!‘try itfelf, the-af f its inhabitants,
gery 1 vidual, excite re-
m v'hlc lf not pleafing, are never-
eefs important and inftruétive. In the
of a foil naturally rich and fertile, they
are In want of common neceffaries. I could
fcarcely procure bread inany of the wretched
pofthoufes at which I ftopped, except of a
kind fo black, four, and exccrable, as not
to be eaten. Iuns there are none which
rrerit the name : but the Jews, who form the
majority of the people in the villages, feem
to keep alive the little fubfifting induftry.
The Poles, among whom depopulation,
oppreflion, and mifery, appear under every
pofiible fhape, manifeft in their looks and
their whole appearance, the utmoft poverty :
even the churches are compofed of wood, and
the hovels of the peafunts are made of the
fame materials. I fcarcely faw a nobleman’s
or gentleman’s houfe of any kind ; and the
roads are eithcr left in their natural fiate, or
pmade, where the ground is marfhy, by fir
trees laid acofs them clofe to each other,
a$
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as in mapy parts of Ruffia. The very water
1s moftly unwholefome and ftagnant. *It &mﬁ:
however be admitted that the pofis are toler
ably well ferved ; and though the horfes are
fmall and weak, yet as numbers fupply the
defeét of ftrength, a traveller cannot reafon-
ably complaia of the want of expedition.
As I drew near Warfaw, I faw no marks of
opulence, cultivation, ar luxury, fuch as
ufually befpeak the approach to_a capital.
A vide, open plain, interfperfed with littlg
woods of fir or birch, and equally deftitute
of natural, as of artificial beauty, extends
quite to the entrance of the city.

This metropelis itfelf feems to me, like
the Republic of which it is the nominal head,
to unite the extrémes of civilization and of
barbarifm, of magnificence and wretched-
nefs, of fplendor and mifery ; but, unlike
all other grept cities of Europe, thefc ex«
tremacs are not foftened, approximated, and
hlended by any intermediate gradstions.
The middle orders of men, wha every
where elfe form the moft numeroys clafs

B3 of
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of citizens, the moft ufeful, and the moft
indufirious, appear hardly to have any ex-
iftence here. Palaces and fheds, the man-
fions of the great, and the cottages of the
poor, compofe exclufively the larger portion
of Warfaw. It is ke an affemblage of
nobles and flaves, of lords and vaflals, fuch
as the darknefs of the middle ages, when
feudal tyranny prevailed unmiverfally, might
have exhibited; but which, happily for
mankind, i1s now no where to be feen except
in Poland. Even Conftantinople 1s in this
refpect far lefs barbarous ; and the genius of
the Ottoman government, lttle calculated
as 1t 1s to promote the felicity of the people,
neverthelefs feems more fuvourable to com-
merce, ingenuity, and the arts that humanize
fociety, than the city from which I am now
writing. The defpotifm of one man, how-
ever degrading or pernicious, is yet lefs
deftrultive than the tyranny of a thoufand
petty defpots; and the Turks, though fallen
Mfrom their antient fplendor, do not prefent
a pn&ure of national degradation or humili-
14 ation,
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ation, fuch as the Poles at prefent offer 1 tq.
the world.

As T walk through the ftreets of Warfaw,
and furvey. the buildings around me, -1 am
tempted to imagine myfelf in fome fcattered
and half-ruined village. All the municipal
defeéls of Cracow exift hereina greater de-
gree. Iam nolonger furprized that a King
feated in his own carriage, furrounded by
guards and attendants, could be feized and
carried off' in the midft of his capital, as
happened to Staniflaus fcarcely feven years:
ago. In a city where no lamps are lighted
even in winter, and no precautions are taken
for general fecurity, any defperate banditti,
protetted hy the night, may commit the
moft atrocious crimes. Iam not amazed to
hear Mr. Wroughton, the Englith Minifter,
fay, that he has feen Prince Radzivil, one
of the greateft Polifh noblemen, when com-
ing to court in his own coach drawn by the
fineft fet of horfes in the kingdom, fo com-
pletely ftuck faft in the mire at a hundred
yards from the Royal Palace, as to make it
~ B3 neceffary
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néceffary for him to be taken out, and car-
ried thither in the arms of his fervants. At
g:e clofe of the late reigh, when Auguftus
sthe third died, no longer ago than 1763,
Warfaw was almoft wholly unpaved. Even
at prefent, in this beautiful feafon of the
year, after violent or fudden rains, many of
the fireets are rendered totally impaffable
on foot, and nearly fo on horfeback, orina
carriage. The buildings are fo irregular,
fcattered, and disjoined, that great fpaces
remain unoccupied, and even unlevelled, in
the moft frequented parts of the métro-
polis. In front of Staniflaus’s palace, fo
indecently negleted are the fewers, that the
fmell is peftilentral. A nation too indolent
to remedy fuch nuifances, or fo accuftomed
1o them as hot to perceive how incompatible
they are with fafety, ¢omfort, and falubrity,
feems not far removed from barbarifm : ‘yet,
by afingular contradi@ion, Warfaw prefents
“wiiter other afpetts all the refinement of
Puris, thte arts‘of Florence, and the fplen-

dor of Peterfburgh,
1% The
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The Viftula, though confiderably breader
than the Thames at Windfor, wants beauty,
depth, and every-artificial aid or improve-
ment. Its lides are in general low and-
fandy ; 1ts channel is obfrufled ‘by banks
which continually fhift; and the colour of
its waters is thick and muddy, like thofe of
the Tyber. The Poles {feem fearcely to be
confcious that it is navigable ; and itisrare
to fee upon ita veflel of any kind. A bridge
of boats, laid acrofs the ftream, condu@s
to Praga, a town or fuburb on the eaftern
fide. Praga is a wretched colleGion of
cottages or huts, built of wood, and feat-
tered irregularly in the fand without order
or plan ; fuch as Tartars, and enly Tartars
would conitruét or inhabit. Yet thisis the
principal obje&t feen from the windows of
the royal palace, which ftands on the oppo-
fite bank. It is large, but cannot be
eftcemed a regalar, ora magnificent edifice.
The two laft kings, Augaftus the Second
and Third, not chufing to inhabit it, ereCted
another, in which, when at Warfaw they

B4 commonly
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commonly refided and held their court, fiill
denominated from them, ¢ the Saxon
- Palace.” Hardly a fingle public monument
of art, tafle, or devotion, exifts in this me-
tropolis. The very churches and palaces
are unfinifhed, or falling to decay. Among
the latter are many which want inhabitants;
not' more than a fourth part of the great
families who refided here at the death of
Auguftus the Third, being now 1n a flate
to maintain their dignity. Prince Radzivil’s
palace, one of the moft fuperb, is converted
into a playhoufe. Such is the wretched
ftate of the capital of Poland; a country
which previous to the late difinemberment,
was larger than the nine Circles of the

German Empire. 4
The people accord i thelr appearance
too well with the afpect of cvery thing
around them. I never beheld fo many
objeéts of horror or compaflion, as prefent
themfelves in the frects: many of thefe
are a difgrace to humanity, as well as a re-
proach to the national police. Warfaw is
likewife
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likewife crowded with Jews, who form a
confiderable p:roportion of the inhabitants.
They wear o difiinguithing drefs, and derive
a very precarious fubfiftence from the arts
of fraudulent gommerce, nroft of them being
extremely poor. From time to time they
“are plundered, exiled, imprifoned, and
mafiacred :  yet, under fuch accumulated
vexations, they continually multiply, and
are here found in far greater numbers than

even at Amfterdam.
Alfter this dilzufling defeription of War-
Afaw, vou will be atiomilied when I add, that
notwithfianding the picture of public mifery
which it difplays, it is difficult not to be
pleafed with it as a temporary refidence.
Many circumftances conduce to render the
place more than ordmarily agreeable ta a
ftranger. The King is, of all the Princes
whom I have ever feen, the mott accefiible,
.eafy, and cven captivating in his manners.
I have been in his fociety ; and one cannot
be furprifed, on confidering his perfon and
addrefs, at the partiality of Catharine for
. Count



10 MEMOIRS OF THE

Count Poniatowfki. The Polifh and Lithua
anian nobility of both fexes, whatever may
be their eflential defects of charatter, want
none of the exterior graces of deportment.
In the palaces of the Oginfkis, the Czarto-
rifkis, the Lubomirfkis, and numerous others,
is ftill to be found every difplay of refine-
ment, hofpitality, and magnificence. Many
of the sreat families eontinue to live in a
fiyle alinoft roval, amidfi the rums of their
aponizing and expirmg country. In no
court or capital of Europe are to be found
rren more accomplithed, nor women more
heartifal, polithed, and agreeable.  As an
Englithman, I bave the greateft perfonal
- ohligations to Mr. Wroughiton, his Majefty’s
Minifter, who has rendered iy flay here
at vnce delightful and informing.  His long
refidence in Poland ; bis intinate acquaint-
ance, or rather friendfthip with the King,
hoti beiore and fince bis elevation to the
throne ; his yerfe@ knowledge of this coun-
trv, whofe convulfious, dechne, and partition
e has witnefled : the variety of curious

and
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and interefting anecdotes with which his
converfation abounds ; thefe circumitances,
added to numerous proofs of his regard,
have in Tome meafure blinded, or reconciled
me to the wretchednefs which I perceive
on all fides.

I contemplate this country as the moft
inftru@ive and awful of political leffons: I
even efteem myflf fortunate m being able
to furvey it, before Poland finks and 13
erafed from the lift of nations, or is incor-
porated with the great furrounding mo-
narchics; an event which, accerding to
every appearance, cannot be very difiant ;
and which is, indecd, now rather to be
withed than deprecated, even by the Poles
themfelves. I have been enubled to afcer-
tain, from fome of the lnigheft fources of
information, the principal external caufes
which led to the partition of Poland : for,
in the deteflable and ruinous form of their
conftitution, muft be fought the internal
fource of all their national calamities. What
elfe, in fu&, could rationally be cxpefted

a3
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as the natural death of a country, where
the crown s at once eleétive, venal, and
powerlefs ; where the nobility arc inde-
pendent, uncontrollable, and tyrannical;
while the people are funk in flavery, igno-
rance, oppreffion, and poverty! We fhould
rather wonder, that in the prefent progref-
five ftate of Europe, Poland has lafted thus
long, inftead of being furprifed at its ruin
and approaching extinlion. In my next
letter I mean to endeavour to delineate the
immedrate caufes of that great event, the
partition ; as well as to confider its effels,
prefent and future. If it be not a pleafing,
it muft at leaft be admitted to form as
momentous a fubjett of inveftigation and
reflexion, as ever was prefented to the
human mind.
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LETTER XIX,

Examination of the caufes of the decline of Po-
land.—State of that couniry at the time of
Fohn Sobicfl:i’s dealh—Change in the pofition
of Furope at the deceafe of Auguflus the
Third —Confequences of the death of the Em-
prefs Elizabeth of Ruffia. —Origin of the plan
Jor the partition of Poland.—Developement
and progrefs of that great event.—Interview
¢f Neufladt in Moravia.—Accompliftoment of
the purtition—Its ccmparative advantages to
Rufia, Aupria, and Pruffia.— Probable de-
Siny of Poland.—Internal and moral caufes

- of its defiruclion.—-Piclure of the Nobility.—
Middle orders.— Peafants.

Wansaw, July 3d, 1778.
HOEVER confiders the ftate of Poland,
and reflects on the nature of its go-
vernment, will perceive, that while the fur-
rounding Powers of the continent have been
in a conftant flate of improvement or pro-
greffion
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greffion civil and military, for near a century
paft, the Poles alone have been ftationary.
At the death of John Sobicfki, hardly more
than eighty years aro, the Swedes and the
Turks were the only forndable enemies of
the Republic. Rufiia, under Peter the Greut,
was only juil emerging from barbarifin,
and fearcely become a member of the Eu-
ropean fyftem. The Yic.fe of Brandenbusg
mipired little apprehention, wd had not
then attained heyond the elcéloral dignity.
As Dukes of Pruftia, they had for ages been
feudatories of Poland; while Aufiri, prefl-
ed on one fide by the Puite, and on the
other by the arms of Louis the Fourteenth,
couid fearcely refift the attiacks of two fuch
powerful antagonifis. To the peifoual afs
fiftance and valor of Sobiefki, at the head
of a Polih army, the LEmperor d.eopold
bud been recently indebtrdl for hig preferva.
tion, when driven fron: s capital by the
Ottoman forces. The immenfe fianding
armies of modern times were then compa-
gatively unknown;‘and Polind, under all

the
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the defeits of its government political and
vivil, might ftill repel myafion, or maintun
its independence.

But in the interval of near feventy years,
which elapfed belween the deceafe of John
Sobretkr and that of the late King Auguftus
the Third, the face of Europe had totally
eionged, The Swedes, witer  repeatedly
o er-runuing and fubjueatme Poland 5 dri-
on back by the Cazie Peter, beyond  the
beltic, no lenger muutaned any political
roletions, exeept thole merely of amity,
with the Polith Crown and Republic : while
e Trkih Enpire, dechuing annually in
itrengih, could neither extend to them ef
tetial 2ud, nor mth@ on them mmtenial
-njury.  Other powers had arifen to fupply
u:e place of Sweden and Tucrkey. In Qéto-
ber 1705, when the Saxon Line of Pulih
Sovereigns became extinit, Rullia, by the
permanent conqueft of Livonia, by her in<
fluence in Courlaud, and by her prodigions
military foree, might be faid to have acquired
& domineering and almoft irrefiftilde afcend.

ancy
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ancy in the affairs of Poland. Thirty years
earlier, in 1793, at the death of Auguftus
the Second, the Emprefs Anne had been
able to raife that Prince’s fon to the throne,
and to maintain him in it againfi all the
efforts of France, aided by a party among
the Poles themfelves. Elizabeth, her fuc-
ceflor, followed the fame linc of policy.
Pruffia, after a war of {cven years, fuftained
under circumflances of unparalleled inequa-
lity, had by a fort of miracle extricated her-
felf, and was likewife become a Power of the
firflt eonfideration. The talents of Frederic,
his vi€tories, and his ambition, rendered
the Pruffian monarchy peculiarly an objeét
of attention, if not of terror. Laftly, Maria
Therefa, though foiled in her attempt to
recover Silefia, pofleffcd neverthelefs im-
menfe refources ; and might, from her pofi~
tion, have a great influence on the deftiny
of Poland, either asan ally, orasan enemy.
At the time when the throne became
vacant by the deceafe of Auguftus the
Third, the .three great Powers abave men«
' tioned
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ttoned retained under their command a re-
tular, difciplined, military force, amounting
together to above four hundred and fifty
thoufand men. On the contrary; the Polith
army, if it could properly be fo termed,
confifted rather in the prerogative with
which the conftitution vefted the King, of
calling out and arming the Nobility, if
emergency required, than in any effettive
body of foldiery, paid, clothed, and main=
tained by the ftate. It is indeed palpable
that if Ruffia, Auftria, and Pruffia, had
chofen to difinember and divide Poland in
17063, as they did nine years later in 1772,
no internal or effe€tual oppofition could
have been made by the Republic, which
would have finally prevented the partition
of its territories among thofe powers, The
intratability, want of forefight, and infas
tuation of the Polifh Grandees, who would
fee no objelt of jealoufy except their own
Sovereign, and who would teke no pre-
caution againft external attack,.left them
at the mercy of any fomgn combination.

Yoz, - C While
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-. While the Saxon Kings continued to
reign, thefe evils were neverthelefs retarded
and averted. They maintained themfelves
-on.the venal throne which they had origi-
nally purchafed, by foreign alliances of
marriage, confanguinity, and policy. If
Elizabeth, Emprefs of Ruffia, had furvived
Augufius the Third, there is no doubt that
the deftiny of the north of Europe would
have been totally chenged. The Saxon
Princes would probably {till have governed
Poland ; and - that country would have re-
tained its ancient limits: while on the con-
trary. Pruffia would have inevitably been,
if not :difmembered and divided, at leaft
confiderably reduced in territory, revenue,
and ‘palitical importance. Elizabeth had
given public:proofs of her refolution to fup-
port Auguftus and his defcendants on the
throne of Pqland. She had even raifed
oreof his younger fons, Prinee.Charles of
Baxony, to the Dukedom of Courland, as
an earneft of ber future exertions in favour
of "his Houfe. But the late King of Poland
R U ‘ had
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had the misfortune to outlive his ally and
benefaétrefs juft one and twenty nionths:
Elizabeth expired in' January 1762 ; snd
her death was the era from whieh we ey
tate the deftruétion of Poland as an
European State. The reign of Peter, fhort
and tragieal, was fuceeeded by that of Cas
tharine. It was evident, from the age and
infirmities of Auguftus the Third, that the
Polilh crown muft foon become vacant. ¥
his fon, the Elettoral Prince, fhould be
chofen in his room, the Saxon Family could
10 longer he confidered as ele€tive, but ia
cftet as hereditary ; and all attempts to
make a partition of Poland would be inefe
fettual. The Peace of Hubert{burg, recenitly
concluded, left his Proffien Majefty at lia
berty to turn his principal views and efforts
towards Warfaw, He well: Mnew that the
time was critical, and thut every thing de.
perided on the choice of a fuuceﬂ‘or sfter

Auguftus’s deceafe.
- Suth were the cireamftafices’ int whxch
.awas coneeived the projedt of the partition
| ' - of
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of Poland. I will relate from high and
concurring teftimonies, what I have col-
leCted relative to it, at Peterfburgh, Vienna,
Berlin, and finally during my flay in this
~ capital. ’
- The plan unqueftionably originated in
‘the Cabinet of Pruffia; but not with the
King, nor with any of his minifters. His
brother Prince Henry’s deep and capacious
mind is faid to have firlt feized, digefted,
and ripened the plan in filence. When he
communmicated his ideas on the fubjet to
Frederic, that Monarch, while he exprefled
his admiration of it in theory, confidered it
as impracticable, and as oppofed by too many
obltacles ever to be rcalized. Prince Henry
on the other hand contended, that by the
ad of time,  judicious concealment, and
dexterous management, the partition might
be finally effeCted. He brought over the
King to his opinion; and they began in
,concert the train of meafures requifite for
iits completion. The firft ftep taken, was

artfully to flatter the new Emprefs of Ruffia,
. . .
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to awaken her vanity, and to reprefent fo
her the honour, as well as the advantage, of
giving a Sovereign to Poland, after having
placed herfelf on the throne of the Czars.
Catharine liftened with complacency to fug-
geftions fo well calculated to make impref-
fion on a mind like hers, anxious for every
fpecies of glory. Impelled by her partiality
for Count Poniatow(ki, and probably likewife
induced by her perfeét knowledge of his
charaéter, fhe fignified to Frederic hér in-
tention of elevating that Nobleman to the
crown. The choice being approved at Ber-
lin, on the deceafe of Auguftus, Catharine’s
forces and treafures overcame all oppofition.
Staniflaus was eleted by violence ; while
the Ruffian embaffador, Prince Repnin, as
the delegate and reprefentative of the Em-~
prefs, became in faét the defpot and the
oppreflor of the Poles. The unfortunate
King, who retained little more ‘of royalty
than the name, was only an engine in the

hands of the Court of Peterfburgh.

c3 . Frederic,
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Frederic, attentive to the accomplifiment
of his primary objefts, and who by no
means intended that Poland fhould fink
virtually inte a Ruffisn province, next fo-
~mented the difcontents of the great Polifh
Nobility. By means of his emiffaries, he
fecretly ftimulated them to throw off fo
ignominious a yoke, and to dcthrone a
prince illegally elected, as well as unable to
afford them prote€tion againft the tyranny
of Cathariné. His infinuations were fuce
cefsful ; confederations were formed in
warious provinces, and Poland foon became
a theatre of civil war, of infurreClion, and
devaftation. Inorder to maintain Staniflaus
on the throne, Mufcovites and Coflacks
awere quartered in all the principal cities ;
while Warfaw refembled rather a Ruffian
gurrifon, then the capital of an independent
Republic. It was not difficult for Frederic
o -excite the jealoufy of the TFurks at fuch
an interference; and to reprefent to them,
-that under pretence of reducing the Palith
rebels to obedience, ~Catharine in effet ren-

dered
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dered the country a province of her Empire,
At the fame time he encouraged and ex.
horted the Court of Peterfburgh to engage
in hoftilities with the Porte. No exertions
were omitted in order to inflame the two
Sovereigns and Governments, already irri-
tated againft each other. War enfued be-
tween them, and was profecuted with various
{uccefs, in Afia as well as in Europe.
The object to which his policy had fo long
tended was now in fome meafure attained.
Frederic having completely embroiled the
Ruffians and Turks, at the fame time that
the Poles, exhaufted by confederacies, added
to the ravages of the plague, were.incapable .
of refiftance, turned his attention next to
the Court of Vienna. Nothing could be
cffeCted without the Aufirian confent and.
co-operation. With a view of ftudying the
charaéter of Jofeph the Second, he there-.
fore artfully caufed a propofition to be made
-on his" part for an interview between them. -
The Emperor accepted it; and the two
Princes met at Neifs in Silefia, towards the
-end of Auguft, 1769 But, though the flate
K c4 0 of
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of Poland might there have been mens
tioned in general terms, it is certain that
no plan or treaty for a partition of it took
place. Whether matters were not- then
fufficiently ripe, or that Frederic perceived
other obftacles to its immediate complction,
it was-not till the following autumn, in 1770,
that after previoufly foupding the Imperial
Cabinet, the fubjeét was fully difcuffed in
-the fecond interview of Frederic and Jofeph,
at Neuftadt in Moravia. Prince Kaunitz
accompanied the Emperor thither for the
exprefs purpofe. His Pruffian Majefly, who
knew that without the Minifter’s approba-
tion, he could not overcome the fcruples of
Maria Therefa, religious as well as political,
-exerted all his addrefs to win the Prince. At
the opera which was performed at Neuftadt,
Fsederic conftantly placed him by his fide,
took fnuff out of his box, and affcéied for
him the moft diftinguifhing confideration.
Jofeph, yaung, ambitious, and eager to
‘extend the dominions of the Houfe of
Auﬁ:ria, was not difficult ta be perfuaded '
It may more naturally excite our a,ﬂ;om(h-.
« - ToeRt,
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ment, that a Minifter fuch as Prince
Kaunitz allowed himfelf to be cenvinced
either of the policy, or of the neceflity of
the meafure. As little can we conceive
how fo pious and circumipeét a Princefs
us Maria Therefa could have been induced
to lend her aid to a meafure fo repug-
nant to every principle of juftice or refti-
tude. Such, however, was the faét. Fre«
deric and Jofeph' {pread before them the
map of Poland, agreed on their refpettive
fhares, and fixed on the traft of country to
be offered to the Emprefs of Ruffia, as her
portion. Thefe preliminaries being mijuﬁed _
the two Sovercigns parted. -

In the courfe of the enfuing year appeared -
the fruits of the interview. By command-
of their refpeétive Courts, the ‘Aufirian and
Prufiian embaffadors at Peterfburgh figni
fied to Catharine the determination of the
Cabinets of Berlin and Vienna. They added
at the fame time, that the refolution was
deﬁnitively taken on the part of thofe.So-
vereigns, at all events to feize on the pro- -

: © vinees .
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vinces refpettively alloited them: and it
was plainly. infinuated, that if fhe would
1ot confent, or chofe to rejet her portion
_of the fpoil, they knew how to compel her
to it by force.. The Emprefs, thus threat-
encd and offailed, made the ftrongeft re-
monfirances to Maria Therefa and her
Minifters, whom fhe endcavoured to con-
~ince that they were over-reached by
Frederic. But finding them impervious to
arguments, and inflexible in their deter-
mination, and being ‘engaged in a war with
the Porte which occupied all her forces,
while it drained her treafury, Catherine had
no alternative left except acquicfcence.
After a proper delay therefore, neceffary in
order to prepare manifeftos, the armies of
.the three Powers, which had previoufly ap-
proached the frontiers of Poland, marched
into the country, and fequeftered the terri-
.tories refpedtively allotted to them. They
.then compelled the unfortunate Staniflaus to
convoke a Diet, in which he ratified his own,

-degradatlon, and that of his fubJe&s, by
giving
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giving to thieir ufurpations the mock fanttion
of legiflative and deliberative confent.

After having viewed the dprings, and
followed the movements of this extraordinary
tranfaétion, which is without precedent in .
modern hiftory, it is natural to atk, Which
of the three Sovereigns has been the greateft
gainer by the divifion? No doubt whatfoever
can be entertained on the point, by fuch as
have examined or inquired with impartiality.

Unqueftionably it was not Catharine, fince -
fhe might be confidered as already miftrefs
of all Poland. Her troops and her embaf-
fador gave laws in Warfaw equally to the
King and to the Republic. The Duchy of
Courland was not more fubjefted, or more
dependent on her orders.  Every motive of
policy diétated to her, not to aggrandize
two powerful European fiates her neigh-
bours, at the expence of Poland. The
portion which has been affigned to her, is

‘indeed a fertile, extenfive, and- unportant
tratt - of country, contiguoys to her own
dominions on the weft, and. including a

- : ' great.
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_great part. of Lithuania, as well as Polifh
Livonia : but, comparatively eftimated, it
adds little to her revenues, power, or poli-
tical confideration.

The Aufirian fhare, locally as well as
financially confidered, is indeed more valu-
able. By its pofition it covers Hungary and
Morivia, while it extends the Imperial
frontier on that fide, far beyond the Carpa-
thian Mountains, to the diftant confines of
Podolia and Moldavia. The mines of Vie-
licza, which may enable the Emprefs Queen
to fupply all Poland with falt, form a con-
fiderable permanent fource of revenue ; and
“the population cannot be eftimated 1n thofe
provinces, at.a fmaller number than two
“millions.

But thefe advantaves, great as they muft
be feparately allowed in themf:lves, fink on
a comparifon with the political benefits de-
rived to Pruffia from the partition of Poland.
-Even Silefia, on the conqueft of which Fre-

‘i}eric naturally prides himfelf, was not, in
' my eftimate, fo vaft or fo folid an acquifi-
. tion
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tion to the Monarchy as Polith ‘Pruffia. It
fuffices to look at its geographical pofition,
'in order to be convinced of the fat in all
its force. Though lefs in mere extent than
the Auftrian and Ruffian fhares, it far ex-
ceeds them in fertility of foil, in the number
of cities, induftry, and. faculties of raifing
pecuniary fupplies. Not only the Viftula,
from the gates of Thorn to thofe of Dant-
zic, together with the whole commerce of
that river, are- become Pruflian. The cir-
cumftance which renders them ineftimable
to Frederic, is, that he has joined his elec- -
toral dominions of Brandenburg and the
Duchy of Pomerania, to his- kingdom of
Pruffia. They were previoufly diffevered by
a trat of country which incapacitated
them in a great degree from lending mu-
tual fuccours, when invaded by a foreign
enemy ; efpecially by a Ruffian.. He may.
now be faid to have almoft realized the ;
“ Regmum Balticum,” without ﬂxeddmg a
dropof blood ; and he firetches in an unin-
terrupted line, from the. mouths of the
RIFE ) -« Oder
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Oder; along the fouthern fhore of the
Baltie, to tlie frontiers of Courland and
Tts futire. effsCts on Europe are incals
ealable. Catharine may continue to ditate
tier pleafure in the city of Warfaw; but
Froderie, by holding the Viftula in his pofs
feffion, retains the keys of Poland, and
can prevent the importation or exportation
of almoft every article of trade. Dantzic
and Thorn, whatever refiftance thiey may
meke, muft, fooner or latér, become a part
of his dominions. The Cabinet of Vienna
will one day perceive, thatin confenting to
the partitior of Poland they violated not
Yefs the laws of true policy, than thofe of
morality and jutice. TFhey were in faét
vver-reached by his Proffian Majefty at the
futerview of Neuftddt, notwithftanding the
fpecious advantages with whieh he dazzled
.Jofeplt, end deltided Prince Kaunitz. Pro-
Bably they are already fenfible, when too
fute; of theit' etvor; and would gladly re
fiore their ows portiow of the plundel‘,
it
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it were poflible to reduce Frederic to his
former fituation.

The final defliny of this difinembered
end impoverithed country forms a curious
and interefting fubjeét of political inquiry,
doubt, and fpeculation. Will the Crown
‘of Poland and the Republic long continue
to exift even in name? Will the Family of
Poniatowfki be rendered hereditary? May
not: circumftances poflibly arife, that fhall
ugain reftore to Poland her ravithed pro-
vinces? Or may not her total defRruction
as an independent power, and the incorpo-
ration of her remaining territory with' the
three great furrounding monarchies be an
event neither diftant nor infprobable ? Thefe
difcuffions would lead me too far; and on
one of them I may have occafion to: fay
fomething when I fpegk of the King, and
his nephew Prince Staniflaus. If however
appearances may be trufted, there is ftrong
reafon to believe, that the. final diffolition
of Poland cannot be very remote ; though
the precife time muft nturally be aecelerated
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. or vetarded by a variety of circumftances,
Even the. Poles themfelves forefee it as ines
vitable, and admit that in the wretched
condition of their country, it is a confum-~
mation rather to be defired than deprecated
by every individual.

In addition to the radical defels of the:

- conflitution, which irrefiftibly operated to
fink Poland below the level of the neigh-
bouring ftates, and to deprive it of the
means of refiftance againt foreign violence ;
the moral principles of its diffolution are
fo numerous, as to leave little hope of re-
medy or of refufcitation. The great No.
bility are depraved, corrupt, and deflitute
of enlightened patriotifin: their education
and habits extinguifh every fpark of public -
virtue. In their infancy they are furrounded
by domeflics or. preceptors, who nourith
thofe fatal prejudices and ideas of fuperi-
ority fo calculated to harden the human
heart. Even while in their eradles, the .
peafants are brought to kifs their feet, and

so fhew them marks of homage They are

taught
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taught to regard their vaffals as creatures
of a feparate fpecies. On the other hand,:
they are not brought up. in principles of
obedience to the laws, or of. deference to
the Sovereign and to the civil Magiftrate.
How can they be fo, in a country wherg
the courts of juftice are corrupt, mercenary,
and venal beyond imagination; where the
Crown, at the death of every Sovereign, is
either bought, or transferred by violence ;’
and where the -punifhmerit of crimes is
almoft unknown! Affafiinations, rebberies,
“frauds, divorces on the moft frivolous pre-
tences, invafions of property, and a rage
for play which knows no limits ; thefe in-
fraftions of public and private order are
committed with impunity among the higher
clafies. A total diffolution of morals isthe
inevitable tonfequence. Even the fenfs of-
thame, and dread of infamy, enterior and °
fuperior to all written law, fcem here to
have loft much of their fpree, snd fcarcely
to operate a3 reftraints.

vot. II. D If
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If fuch be the ftate of the upper orders,
no refource 1s to be found in the people.
'The very term is inapplicable ; for there is
in fa&t no Polifk People. Never was the
title of Republic fo abufed and proftituted ;
as well might the name be applied to
Algiers or to Tunis. Of the intermediate
rank of citizens, merchants, artizans, and
inechames, the number is fo fmall and in-
confiderable, that they may be regarded as
non-caiftent to any beneficial purpofe. In
a couniry where eommerce 13 in a manner
extinét ; marufaBures, except thofe of the
firft nmeceffity, nearly unkmown; induftry
difcouraged ; arts unprotefied; and only
the cultivation of the ground that can be
conlidered as in any degree flourithing ;
the middle clafs-of men muft neceffarily
diminifh, and be of no account. The pea-
fants-are indeed a numerous body, though
tuch reduced by faceeflive years of anarchy,

«famine, and calamity : but they remain in
the fame flate of povirty, vaffblage, and
:giomnue, which has bpen their invanable

« 16 ‘ Tot
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lot during many ages. Attached to the
glcbe, and fold with it, they are equally
ftrangers to the name and to the pofieflion
of freedom. Inured to domeftic fervitude,
it may even be queftioned whether they are
capable of receiving fuch a prefent, except
by infenfible gradations. A confiderable
lapfe of time, the introduion of arts,
and the general diffufion of knowledge,
could alone render them able to improve
the bleflings of civil liberty, ot clevate them
to the rank of fubjeis, from the condition
of flaves. Such a change 18, I fear, be-
yond either hope or calculation; and what-
ever may he the final deftiny of this -un-
fortunate country, the greater part of its
inhabitants will probably continue to exift
in neatly the fame ftate of political and
perfonal degradatioh. Hete I fhall finith
this fetter, and femain, &c.

Dd
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LETTER XX

Origin and hiftory of the family of Poniatowfii.
—Anecdoles of the father of Stamflaus
Auguftus.— Particulars of the life of Count
Poniatowfki, previous to his elettion to the
crown of Poland.— His elevation to the throne.
—Hlis conduéi in the beginning of his reign.—
Luzury, pleafures, and profufion of the court.
Miferable fiate of Poland.—Account of the
attempt to affuffinate’Staniflaus, and his efcape.
<—Punifkment of the confpirators.—Conduét
of the King on the partition of Poland.—
Charaéler, perfonal qualities, defels, and
anecdotes of Stantflaus.—His private life—
Family—~Uncertainty of his future deftiny.

Wanrsaw, July 17th, 1778.
Ap'rnn having traced the principal caufes
which led to the partition of Poland,

and endeavoured to inveftigate its confe-
' quences, immediate as well as remote, it is
natural to turn our regards towards the

King. As an eleftive fovereign, without
queen
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queen  or defcendants, he ftands alones
and in whatever point of view we confider
him, he is an objefl of no common intereft,
Raifed from the condition of a private no-
bleman or gentleman, to a throne, main-
tained in it by foreign fupport, efcaped by
a fort of miracle from the hands of affaflins,
and fiill nominally the head of a difmem-
bered and expiring monarchy ; all the in-
cidents of his hiftory awaken attention. His
amiable perfonal qualities, the precarious
nature of his prefent elevated fituation, and
the uncertainty of his future deftiny, excite
regard and curiofity blended with anxiety
and compaffion. Never in fa& was any
prince lefs an objett of envy. T have had
mportunities of feeing him, and of forming
fome opinion of his chara&er from my per-
fopal obfervation: 'but it is “from much
her . fources . of information that I ‘fhail
of Staniflpus: they have been {0°am-

e, as rather to leave me npder,ap embgr-
ent what o conceal, thin what 1o dif-

‘ D3 clol'e,
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clofs, Before I mention him perfonally, it
may not be mmpraper to fay fomething of
his defcent, and of his connexions.

The family of Poniatowfki is noble, and
confequently like that of every *Stomick,”
or private gemtleman, is eligible to the
erown ; neither commeroce nor even fervitude
difqualifying for the elevation. On the day
when Staniflans was chofen King, Mr.
Wroughton, the Englith minifter at Warfaw,
was firuck with furprife at feeing his butler
‘buckle on a fabre, and without afking his
permifion, ‘walk out to the “ Szopa.” This
fpet 1 the place where the ceremony of
eleting the Polith fovereigns is performed,
pbout balf an Englifh mile diftant from the
capital.  “ Sir,” faid the man to him, by
wey of apology for his condu®, “ Iam
% moble ; and though I af in the capacity
“ of one of your domeftics, I am not lefd'
“ competent ta be. raifed to the throne,
% thao the. firf; nobleman in the repyblic,”
Bn eiilt, the piefent King's defcent on the

paternal
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paternal fide is by no means illufirious. It
13 well attefted, and umverfally acknow-
ledged, that his grandfather, who was very
poor, poffetied fcarcely any hereditary pas
trimony. Far from arriving at, or afpiring
to any public honours and dignities, he
afled in the humble eapacity of an overfeey
or fteward. )

His fon, the late Count Poniatowiki, whe
firft raifed the family from obfeurity, was
not only a very diftinguithed and celebrated
perfon, uncommonly graceful in his figure,
but endowed with great qualities of ming.
When young, he married a noble lady of
high extraflion, the Countefs Ogin&n,
though the marriage was never avowed, nor
was fhe known,in the world by any-athef
name than that of Qginfka. He afterwards,
in the beginning of the prefent century,
became colonel of the Swedift guards of
Staniflaus Leezinfki, King of Poland ; 2e-
companied Charles the Twelfth #t the un.
fortunate battle of Pultowa ; 'and eminently
contributed to fave that mongrch, sfter

! pq - - ' the.
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the aftion, from falling into the hands of
the Czar Peter, by his perfonal exertions,
‘which Voltaire has commemorated and im-
* mortalized. On his return from Bender to
his native country, Poniatowfki, about the
. year 1720, efpoufed the Princefs Conftantia
Czartoritki, fifter to the prefent Prince of
that name. Though fhe brought him only
an inconfiderable fortune in marriage, and
was little favoured by nature in the article
of perfonal beauty, yet the alliance with fo
.powerful and opulent a family as Czarto-
rilki, contributed much to his elevation.
- After having taken no mean part in the
adminiftration of Poland, during the two
reigns of Auguftus the Second and Third,
“under whom he filled fome. of the higheft
offices of State, he died ahout twenty
Jyears ago, at an advanced age, in eminent
_ reputation for his talents and virtues.

- Of four fons whom he left behind him
"'by ‘the Princefs Czartorifki, his prefent
“Majefty, Staniflaus Auguftus, is the fecond.
In the fpnng of the year 1757, when juft

: twenty‘ﬁve
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twenty-five years old, the interefl of his
fumily procured him from the late King of
Poland, an appointment to the court of
Peterlburgh in a public capacity. . He was
not indeed fent thither as envoy from the
Crown and Republic; but as the Minifter
of Auguftus exclufively to the Emprefs
Elizabeth, in which quality he took an oath
before his departure, to fupport and maintain
the interefts of the Saxon family., They
afterwards complained loudly of his breach
of faith and honour, when they difcovered
that inftead of endeavouring io perpetuate
the Polifh crown in Auguﬂus s line, which
was the great objet of his miffion; he had,
by his political intrigues with the Greay
Duchefs Catherine laid the foundations of.
his own future exaltation to that hxgh
Jignity.
« Previous to his fetting out for Ruffia, hc
‘obtained, not without difficulty, after much
folicitation on the part of himfelf and his
friends, the riband of the % White Eagle,”
then the only order of Knighthood cxifting
n -
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in Poland. A very fingular circumftance
took place at his inveftiture, the notoriety of
which leaves ne doubt of its truth, and
“which every perfon in Warfaw with whom
I ever converfed on the fubject, is ready to
confirm. When the Sovereign confers the
erder, 1t s cuftomary with the riband to
prefent likewiie the ftar, round which is
embroidered the device. The motto of the
King, js different from that of the fubjeét ;
the former bemng,

“ Pro fide, Grege, lege;”
whereas the knfghts wear 1t,
“ Pro fide, Rege, lege.”

By an accident which néver happened be-
fore, inflead of a ftar bearing the device as
worn by the fubje&, a royal fiar had been
.given t0 Count Poniatowtki. The miftake
“was not-immediately difcovered; but when
it reached Count Bruhl, the firfk minifter

-t of
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of Auguftus, he inftantly redemanded the
infignia of the order, as having beea in-
advertently conferred, and the_y were of
courfe reftored. The affair excited much
remark at the time; and when Staniflaus
afterwards afcended the throne, it was re-
collefted, and confidered as an omen of
his future fortune.

Count Poniatowiki, on his amval at
Peterfburgh, foon became perfonally accepts
able to the Great Duchefs Catharine, who
then led a retired life in the court of Eliza«
beth, by whom fhe was noi beloved, That
the connexion between her and Stapiflaus
was of the clofeft and tendereft nature, .no
doubt can be entertained. Even gt this:
hour, the King, when e fpeaks of the Em-
prefs to thofe with whom he is um'eferved,
mentions her as an objeft of his warmeft
attachment as a woman, not lefs than of his
admiration and refpett asa Sovereign. How
far, during the period to which I allude,
fhe might have given him hopes or affurances
of her fupport in placing him on the: Throne,

* . whenever .
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whenever the crown of Poland fhould be
come vacant, it is cifficult to fay with pre-
cifion. Any fuch promifes however, if made,
could only have been contingent, vague,
and ahmoft vifionary ; fince her own caclu-
five elevatiun to the throne of Ruffia was
then apparently by no means a probable
event. Yet, that fhe did hold out to him
fuch profpcfls, i1s univerfully believed and
aficrted here, She doubtlefs faw that Eli-
zabeth, who fenfibly declined in health,
might not long continue to reign. The
weaknefs and hicapacity of her hufband
Peter, and full more his imprudence, or
contempt of the Ruffians, fhe was likewife
aware, would probably open a way far her-
felf to the fupreme power. Auguftus the
Third was finking in years; and at his
death the Ruffians muft neceflarily have
the pieponderating influence at Warfaw,
in naming a fucceflfor, as they had done
at the deceafe of his father, in 1733.
Under thefe circumflances fhe certainly
.mwht, and fhe probably did affure him of

her
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her exertions in his favor, if Fortune thould
enable her to afford him effetdal affiftance.
So convinced were the Saxon Minifters
of Staniflaus’s carrying on fome fecret
negotiations or projefts in concert with the
Great Duchefs, to the prejudice of Au-
guftus’s intereft, that they recalled himi from
Peterfburgh. Prince Charles of Saxony
then refided in the court of Elizabeth, by
whom he was much cherifhied and proteéted.
Catharine, inconfolable at the “intelligence
of her favorite’s recall, condefcended to
apply to the Prince, and befought his in-
terpofition with the King his father, to allow
Poniatowiki’s continuance in Ruffia. He, who
was then in high favor with the Emprefs,
and had been recently raifed by her to the
dignity of Duke of Courland, refufed to
gratify the Great Duchefs, or to interfere
i favor of her lover. Staniflaus, after
many vain' efforts to prolong his ftay, re-
luftantly quitted Peterfburgh; but Catharine
never forgave the rejection of her requoﬂ;,
© . and
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and fevetely revenged it in the fequel ot
the Houfe of Saxony.

After the deceafe of Elizabeth, Peter the
Third, during his fhort rcign, extended his
views to Poland. He had cven deflined the
crown, whenever it thould become vacant,
for Prince Adam Czartoritki, coufin by the
maternal fide to Staniflaus; a young noble~
" man, who from his defcent, immenfe fors
tune, expeftations, and alliances, might
juftly pretend to fuch an elevation. But
the fudden depofition of Peter in the fame.
year, opened a new fcene; and it was fol-
lowed at no long interval, by the death of
Auguftus the Third, who expired at Drefden
in O&tober, 1763. Catharine inftantly
turned her principal attention towards War-
faw. Eleven months of Interregnum elapfed -
before the vacant throne was filled ; and her
\uhoice, however it might have been in reality
. fized, long appeared to be doubtful. Vari
ous Polith noblemen were propofed as can-
. didates ;. but at length, Prince Repnin the’

A ey R}lﬁ‘lan
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Rufiian ambaffador named Staniflaus, Count
Poniatowfki, as the fortunate ohjet of the
Emprefs's feleftion. It is not my intention
to enter upon this part of his flory, which
1s matter of hiftorical publicity. Foree
having overruled the deliberations of the
Dict, and filenced all oppohtlon, Staniflaus
was declared King.

His cle€tion might be confidered in fa&t
as not more illegal than the three preceding
ones ; in each of which, Saxon, Swedifh;
or Mufcovite troops, aided by gold, bhad
raifd the pretender whofe caufe they
efpoufed, to the throne of Poland. Byt in
all former inftances, the foreign interference
was either immediately withdrawn ; or at,
leaft better concealed after the elevation of
the fuccefsful ca:ndldate, in whafe behalf 1t
had been employed Catharire the Seeond
did not imitate the moderation of her pre-
deceflor the Emprefs Anne, in, this refpech
Far from meaning to render Staniflius in-
dependent of her proteftion ; on the con-
wary, fhe. clearly manifefied her intention

s - to



48 MEMOIRS OF THE

to retain him in her.immediate dependence,
and to govern Poland as a province, under
the forms of a frec Republic. Her troops,
quartered in the vieinity of Warfaw, equally
awed the Sovereign whom the had created,
and the nation which fhe opprefled. Accuf-
tomed as the Poles had always been to ex-
ternal interference in the clection of their
kings, they were not broken down to
flavery. Refiftance, "confedcrations, infur-

. reCtions, and civil war under every form,
lid wafte the country; while the King
remained a paffive or a helplefs fpeCtator of
the multiplied calamities inflited on his
unfortunate fubjects. '

The firft years. of his rcign, from 1764
“to 1767, were ncverthelefs devoted almoft
' entirely to pleafure and diffipation ; a con«
du&t the more culpable dnd cenfurable, as
he had already paficd the period of human
lee, at ulnch the violence of the paffions
may be pleaded in excufe. When crowned
in November 1764, he wantcd only two
months of thirty-three years complete. In-

- I . ftead
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ftead of adopting meafures which indicated
any vigour of mind, and which might cven-
tually lead to his emancipation, Staniflaus
confirmed his political chains, by manifeft-
ing a difpofition at once yielding, indolent,
and fubmiffive. No economy was obferved
n his expences, and no limits were affixed
1o his profufion. Three parties, on his ac-
ceflion, difputed the government of the new
monarch. At the head of the firft werc his
two uncles, the Princes Czartorifki, whofe
advanced age, high rank, and charaéter,
feemed to point them out as the proper
advifers and conduétors of their nephew.
They did in fait enjoy for fome time, a
confiderable degrec of power and influence.
The fecond fattion confifted of his Majefty’s
three brothers; the Great Chamberlain, the
General, and the Abbé, now Bifhop of
Ploczko. The third party was compofed
of the ladies of the court, among whom the
principal figure was the Princefs Lubomir{ka,
daughter to Prince Czartorifki. Her per-
{onal attrations, accomplithments, and in-

- VOL. II. E timate
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timaterconnexion. with the King her coufin,
gave her an afcendancy over him, which
did not tend to raife him in the public efti-
mation.

While clouds were collelting on every
fide; regardlefs of futurity, he pafled the
greater part of his time among women,
occupied 1n purfuits of gallantry, in puerile
amufements, or in luxurious exhibitions of
tafte and magnificence. Far from acquiring
in his charatter of a Sovereign, the cfieem
of his fubjefts, he did not even retain the
good opinion of the Emprefs; who, it is
evident, well knew how to appreciate the
qualities and talents of her former lover.
When Count Rzewulki, who is now ¢ Ma-
rechal de la Cour,” was at Peterfburgh fome
years ago, Catharine converfing with him
on the fubject of Staniflaus, “ Le Roi mon
“ maitre,” faid Rzewufki, * prend Henn
“ Quatre pour fon modele.”—*“ Apparem-
% ment,” anfwered the Emprefs, “ ce n'eft
“ que danWies foibleffes qu'il veut imiter le
“ Roi de France.”

' | If
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- If the prefent King had poffeffed a ftrong
and vigorous mind ; if to econony he had
added policy, decifion, and energy of cha-
rafter; it 1s probable that Poland might
have been preferved from total ruin. But,
had he been caft in fuch a mould, Catha-
rine, inftecad of placing him on the throne,
would doubtlefs have feduloufly excluded
him from it. An obvious means of
ftrengthening and fupporting himfelf againfi
the Ruffian tyranny, was by contralling a
foreign matrimomal alliance. Its expedi<
ency was ftrongly inculcated by his real
friends, who urged him to open a negotiation
for the purpofe; and it is with reafon be-
lieved that he might have obtained the hand
of a princefs of Saxeny. . Such a connexion
would perhaps have tended ewentually to
conciliate, as well as to attach, the Cabinet
of Vienna, without whofe approbation and
participation; the difmemberment of the
kingdom which we have witnefled, could
s,mot have taken place. But Staniflaus, what-
-ever were hxs motives, never would. be n-

E2 o " duced.
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duced to make the requifite demand to the
Court of Drefden. He was unqueftionably
diffuaded from it by the ladies who fiu-
rounded him, and who dreaded the ex-
tin@lion of their influence on the arrival of
a foreign queen. There is not any proba-
bility that he will now ever be married ; nor
if he were fo, that it could have any politi-
cal confequences. The deftiny of Poland
1 irrevocably decided.

Entertainments of the moft ftudied lux-
ury, comedies, operas, and all the diverfions
of an effeminate or diffolute court, occupied
every moment, and feemed to leave him
no time for any ferious bufinefs. Thefe
fpetacles emptied the royal coffers, and
plunged the King, though his revenue was
ample, into a ftate of poverty. Many of
them coft very confiderable fums, and in
tafte might vie with the moft fplendid ex-
hibitions of the laft or prefent century. The
courtiers in their turn gave-fimilar enter-
tainments for the amufement of the So-

verelgn A grandfon of Auguftus the Se-
cond,
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cond, Count Mofzinfki, (with whofe mother
I am well acquainted at Drefden) was con-
ftituted at once favourite, minifter, and-
direCtor of the royal pleafures. He poffefled
great delicacy of fancy ; his prodigality in
the indulgence of it, knew no bounds; and
after having expended his whole fortune
in a fhort time, he now fubfifts wholly on
the bounty of Staniflaus. In one of the
fuperb fétes given by Mofzinfki to his royal
mafter, there feems to have been combined
every variety, which an elegant imagination
could invent or affemble. Mr. Wroughton,
who was prefent at moft or all of thefe en-
tertainments, favoured me with a defeription
of the one in queftion, which I fhall repeat,
as it will convey to you fome idea of Polith
manners and magnificence. :
It took place in fummer, and confifted
of fixty perfons; thirty of each fex. After
a fumptuous repaft, a comedy was performed
in a building conftruéted exprefsly for the
occafion. The whole company, habited in.
fancy drefles, next embarked in barges on-
L 3 - thes
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the Viftula, attended by bands of mufie,
An ifland, fortified and defended by women
in the drefs of Amazons, the Queen Hyp-
polita at their head, having prefented itfelf
to the view, a mock combat enfued, in
which the King was the principal affailant.
They did not however make a long, or an
obftinate refiftance; and Hyppolita, fol-
lowed by her female train, laid their fpears
at the feet of the royal Thefeus; for whofe
diverfion they then exhibited an opera. A
fupper and a ball fucceeded : while on other
iflands in the ftream of the Viftula, were
difplayed fire-works and illuminations. It
muft be admitted that nothing more claffi-
-cally elegant could have been given by the
Princes of the Houfe of Medicis, at Pifa,
- or at Florence. But fuch coftly amufements
were ill fuited to Staniflaus’s pecuniary re-
"fources. The expence of the evening did
-not fall fhort of near fix thoufand pounds
fterling ; and in the courfe of one year, the
‘King laid out about forty-five thoufand
pounds in theatrical or mufical exhibitions.
.19 Mr,
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" Mr. Wroughton, who had known Stanif-
faus in a private ftation as Count Poma-
towlki, and had always lived with him on
terms of the moft intimate familiarity, be-
held with regret his profufion, and deter-
mined to remonftrate with him. Ufing the
treedom of an old and faithful friend, he
ventured to reprefent to his Majefty the im-
prudence of fuch expence, which while it
. impoverifhed himfelf, obliged no one. The
King, far from being offended, liftened with
attention ; but attempted to juftify it as po-
litical, fince it tended to render him popular,
by conciliating the affe€tions of his fubjeéts.
“ 1 imitate,” faid he, “ my great predecef-
¢ for Auguftus the Second, one of the moft
“ amiable of princes, who difplayed the
“ fame profufion from fimilar motives.”
It was in vain that the Englith Minifter en-
deavoured to convince him how ill the
precedent applied: Staniflaus continued
“incorrigible.  He lavifhed immenfe fums at
the fame time, in conftruing a palace at.
Ujafdow, which I went to fee fome days
ago, and which exhibits at this moment. a

E4° - firiking
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ftriking monument of folly and podigality.
Ujafdow ftands on a hill, about three quar-
ters of amile from Warfuw, and was begun
by Augufius the Second ; at whofe deceafe
it fell to a Prince of the Lubomirtki family,
from whom it was purchafed by Staniflaus.
However incredible it may appear, there is
no doubt that he has expended above
two hundred thoufand pounds on the edifice.
Itis a prodigious pile of building, refembling’
more a convent than a palace, unfinithed,
ruinous, and will probably remain for ever
uninhabited.

In the midft of thefe occupations, if fuch
they can be deemed, Poland became a fcene
of .mortality, infurretion, and carnage,
Many thoufand perfons were carried oft’ by
the plague. The confederate nobles, who
maintained the illegality of the King'’s elec-
tion, endeavoured at once to depofe him,
and to expel their oppreffors the Ruffians.
Saxony furnithed them with pecuniary fup-
plies; while the plunder of fuch provinces
or towns as refufed to join them, contributed |
‘B fupport their troops, The cabinet of

Berlin
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Berlin fanned the flames, at the fame time
that France and Auftria extended to the in-
furgents indire®t affiftance in men or in
moucy. But, though embarrafied by the
war in which the was engaged with the
Turks, Catharine neverthelefs reprefled the
Poles, cut in pieces their confederacies, and
afferted her fuperiority. To fo wretched a
ftate was the country reduced, that Stanif-
laus hardly efteemed himfelf fafe even in
Warfaw ; and at the diftance of a league
from the mctropolis in every direftion, had
he ventured fo far, he would have been car-
ried off by the rebels. Thus a prifoner in
his own capital, his fituation was, it muft
be owned, at once the moft helplefs and the
moft humiliating : he owed his crown folely
to the Ruffians, and a murmur on his part
againft their cxcefles, might precipitate him
from the eminence to which they had raifed
him. Even his remorfirances to them
againft the outrages which they committed,
were treated with difregard, or heard with

indifference.
On
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On the other hand, no refource prefented
tfelf to Staniflaus, in the affeGion or loyalty
of Ins fubjefts. To the confederates, as
they denied lus title, and detefted his per-
fon, he could not fly for refuge. Such was
their antipathy to him, that they refolved
to put him to death, as the primary author
of the calamities of his country, and asa
man wholly dependent on Catharine the
Second, their enemy and their tyrant. They
executed their purpofe in part, with aftonith-
ing audacity and fuccefs ; though it is dif-
“ficult to conceive what benefit could have
accrued to them, or to Poland, from the
deftrution of Staniflaus, if it had been
‘effeCted. The Emprefs would eafily have
fubftituted in his place another phantom of
royalty, had fuch a one been requifite ; and
“ber vitorious forces would not lefs have
fupprefled every effort on their part at na-
tional emancipation.  The attempt to affaf-
Ainate the King, was in itfelf an event fo
extraordinary, and all the circumftances

ajtending
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attending it are fo incredible, but at the
fame time fo charafleriftic of the nation,
that 1 fhall give it in detail from indif-
putable authorities.

Pulawiki, a Polith nobleman, who com-
manded one of the many bodies of the
confederate troops, by which the country
was then ravaged and defolated, firft fet
on foot the enterprife to aflaffinate Stanif-
laus. He is acknowledged by the Ruflians
themfelves, to have been a leader of eminent
military talents, which he difplayed on a
variety of occafions, Having chofen three
chiefs for condutting the attempt, named
Lukawfki, Strawinfki, and Kofintki, he
allowed them to felett thirty-feven other
affociates for its execution, the whole band
being about forty in number. Willing to
add the folemnity of a religious obligation
to the motives of intercfi, the enthufiafm
of party fpirit, and the hopes of reward ;
Pulawiki made the thrce chiefs take an
oath, their hands joined between his, either’

 tg deliver the King alive into his poffeffion,
. or
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or in cafe that fhould be impoffible, to put
him to death. This ceremony took place
at the town of Czeftochow, in Great Poland.
Durini, who is now Vice-legate at Avignon,
and who was then the papal Nuncio at the
Court of Warfaw, being at Czeftochow,
lent his fanttion to the enterprife. Infii-
gated by furious zeal againft the Diffidents,
whom he detefted as heretics, and whom
he believed to be prote&ted by Staniflaus,
he even proceeded further, and beftowed
his benediflion on the weapons delivered to
the confpirators for the purpofe of affaflinat-
ing their Sovereign. The prefent age
fearcely can furnith fo firiking an inftance
of fanguinary bigotry, which refembles
rather the fpirit of the times of Catharine
of Medicis, and Philip the Second, than
the charaCter of a period diftinguithed for
religious toleration, and almeoft indiffer-
ence.

The confpirators, thus doubly furnifhed
with {fpiritual exhortation and temporal
arms, left Czeftochow, and fet aut fos War-

: faw.
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faw. It was, however by no means eafy to
obtain entrance into the city, which, though
not fortificd, was furrounded with lines
thrown up to prevent the intreduétion of the
plague; and at different parts of which
works, Rufiian or Polith fentinels were fta<
tioned. In order to furmount the impedi-
ment, they had therefore recourfe to fira-
tagem. On the ‘fecond of November 175 771,
they difguifed themfelves as peafants; their
faddles, arms, and uniforms being concealed
under the hay which they brought in wag-
gons. The artifice completely fucceeded :
and as their numbers expofed them every
moment to difcovery, 1t was determined
not to poftpone the execution of the attempt.
Circumitances particularly favourable, ena-
bled them to proceed to aftion on the fol-
lowing night.

The King, upon that evening, Sunday,
the third of November, had paid a vifit to
bis uncle, Prince Czartorifki, grand chan-
cellor of Lithuania. Between nine and ten

o'clock he fet out to return to the palace,
: which
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which is not much more than a quarter of
a mile diftant, through the moft frequented
and populous fireets of Warfaw. The night
was extremely dark, and as I have already
obferved, the capital of Poland has no
lamps. Staniflaus had in the coach with him
an alde-du-camp of the name of Poniatowiki,
a diftant relation of his family ; and about
fifteen or fixtecn attendants accompanied
the carriage, fonie of whom were armed
with fwords or fabres. Scarcely had he
proceeded two hundred paces from the hotel
of Prince Czartoritki, when the coach was
furrounded by a band of men, who com-
manded the poftillion to ftop on pain of
inftunt death. They, at the fame time,
fired a number of fhots into the carriage,
feveral of which pafied through his Majefty’s
fur cloak. 1 have examined it, and fecn
the holes made.1n 1t by the bullets, which
fufficiently attefi the magnitude of the dan-
ger which he incurred. It feems almoft
miraculous that he fhould have then efcaped
. without a2 wound of any kind... ... . ..

Aniong
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Among the train of attendants who fol-
lowed the 'coac_h, only one, a Heyduque,
attempted to refift, or to defend his mafier.
He was fhot in that gallant at, and expired
next morning of the wound which he re-
ceived. I ought not to onut that he was a
proteftant, and that the King allows a pen-
fion to lus widow and family. But his
example was not imitated by any other
of the perfons prefent, who flying in dif-
ferent diretions, abandoned their Sove-
reign to his fate. Even the aide-du-camp,
who had the honour to be feated with Sta-
niflaus in the carriage, and who bore the
fame name, ignominioufly forfock him, and
concealed himfelf from the rage of the
affaffins, by taking fhelter under a little
wooden bridge laid acrofs the gutter of the
fireet. He 1s become, as he merited, uni-
verfully defpicable, and now lives obfuurely
in Lithuania.

Meanwhile the King, who, to hls honour,
feems never to have loft his prefence of mind
throughout the whole tranfadtion,. finding

that
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that he was left nearly alone in the midft of
the ruflians, opened the door of the carriage,
with defign to effett, if poffible, his efcape.
The darknefs of the night favoured the
attempt, and he had already got out of the
eoach, when the affaffins feized him by the
hair, exclaiming in Polith, with horrible
execrations, “ We have thee now: thy
“ hour is come!” Oue of them difcharged
a piftol at him fo clofe, that he felt the heat
of the flafh ; while another cut him fo fe-
verely acrofs the head with his fabre, that
it penetrated to the fkull. They then laid
hold of his Majefty by the collar, and two
among them mounting on horfeback, drag-
ged him along the ground between their
horfes, at full gallop, for near five hundred
paces, through the fireets of Warfaw.
However wonderful it may appear, they
met with no impediment or oppofition.
A Ruffian fentinel, at fome diftance from
the place where they firft fiopped and
feized the King, hearing a noife, called to
them ;" but; es they anfwered, or pretended

to
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to anfwer in his own language, he allowed
them to pafs without molefation, conceiv-
ing them to be a Rufs patrole.

All was confufion and diforder during
this time at the Royal Palace, where the
feattered and terrified domeftics had carried
the alarm. The foot-guards ran immedi-.
ately to the fpot froin whence Staniflaus had
been forced away ; but, finding nothing ex-
cept his hat all bloody, and the bag of his
Inir, they concluded that he was murdered.
Throughout the capital, univerfal confter-
nation prevailed, and the confpirators pro-
fited of the terror, to bear away their
prize. Percelving however, that. he was
not able to fo]low them longer on foot, and
that he had already almoft loft his refplra-_
tion, from the violence with which they ha.d
dragged him alonb, they fet him on horfe-,
back. They then redoubled their, fpeed
from the fear of bemg overtaken Ar-\
rlvmg at t;he ditch or lines drawn round
Warfaw, they com(pelled him to, leap hls;
horfe acrofs, in perfonmng which the ani-

VOL. II. F mal
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mal fell twice, and at the fecond fall broke
his leg. Regardlefs of the circumftance,
they immediately mounted his Majefty on
another, covered as he was with blood and
dirt.

The principal difficulties attending the
enterprife feemed now to be at an cnd,
fince they had got clear of the metropolis:
but the darknefs of the might, which had
hitherto facilitated its fuccefs, impeded its
completion; and the precipitation of the
chiefs, who, inftead of terrhmatmw the bu-
finefs, as they might cafily have donc, were
anxtous to claim their refpefiive fhares of
merit in its execution, finally extricated
the King. No fooncr had he pafled the
lines, than they all fell upon him, and be-

to’ plunder him; Lukawfki tearing off

with his own hand the ribund of the order
of the “Black Fagle,” which Staniflaus
wore round his neck, and the dizmond crofs
appendant to it. His motive for this a®
of violence was not {o much to pofiefs him-
felf of tbe ngs eﬁ'e&s as to prove to
- 90+ .+ - Polawfki
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Pulawfki and the confederates, that Stanif-
laus was a prifoner in their hands, and al
rcady on his way to the army. The riband
of the * Black -Eagle,” which had been
conferred by the King of Pruffia on his
Polith Majefty when Count Poniatowfki,
would be, he conceived with reafon, an
inconteftable evidence to his employers,
that the attempt had been crowned with
complete fuccefs. Lukawiki then quitted
the King, as did Strawintki, and a great
number of their followers, who carried the
intelligence to their refpective leaders ; leav-
ing Staniflaus in the cuftody of Kofinfki,
and fix of the band. Of all the articles in
his Majefly’s pockets, only his tablets ef~
caped their rapacity; and he requefted of
them to leave him his handkerchief, which
they did without difficulty.

After the departure of Lukawiki, an 4 fo
many of his affociates, the few remaiging
confpirators, headed " by Kofinfki, conti-
nued their flight; but, as they could dif-
tinguish nothing on account of the dark-

; F 2 v nefsy
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nefs; aad were befides unacquainted with
the groimd they knew not which way to
direct their courfe. At every ftep, from:
the inequality, or the flippery nature of
the fields, through which they wadndered,
the horfes were unable to keep their legs :
they therefore obliged the King to follow
them on foot with only one fhoe, the other
being loft in the dirt. Finding, neverthe-
lefs, that they only ftrayed through the mea-
dows, and apprehenfive, every moment, of
being overtaken, they again placed him on
horfehack, two of them holding him each
by tte hand, and a third leading his horfe
by tl e bridle. From the time of their paf-
fing the lines, the inferior confpirators incef
fantly demanded of Kofinfki, whether the
moment: was not arrived in which to put
the King to death. Their demands became
more eager and’ clamorous, in proportion
to’ the increafe ‘of the difficulties which'
feemed to prevent their - efcape. '
_"his lmpoﬁiblc, orf a review of the whole
tr'a:!iﬁ'&lon‘, not to allow ‘that Stamﬂaus
was
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was cool and mafter of himfelf, under cir-
cumstances fo calculated to bereave him, o
any man, of lLis ufual recolle@ion. Per-
ceiving that his conduftors were taking a
path which would lead them. to a village
named Burakow, in which fome Ruffians
were ftationed, he warned them’ not té
enter it, and apprized them of the danger.
This intimation, which at firft fight appears
to have been fo extraordinary, er injudi-
cious, was neverthelefs diétated by admira-
bie good fenfe. He apprehended, not with-
cut reafon, that on being aflailed by a Ruf-
fian guard, the affaflins would inflantly
complete their work ; and after cutting him
1o pieces with their fabres, confult their
own fafety in flight. By giving them notice
of the ritk that they mcurred,: he'in fome
.degree ganed their confidence.. In effeét,
he remarked that his condu@ feemed to
foften them, as it implied that he did not
meditate to make his efcape out of their
bands. The attitnde in which-he was. held
down on, the faddle, becoming fo. painfiil as.

F3 . to
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to be quite infupportable, he entreated of
them at leaft to allow him to fit more at his
eafe, to mount him on another horfe, and
to give him a boot. They gratified him in
his requests ; and continuing their progrefs,
as chance direfted, acrofs almoft impaffable
lands, they arnved at the entrance of the
wood of Bielany, only a league diftant from
Warfaw.

That ‘metropolis meanwhile prefented a
fcene of general confufion, no perfon know-
ing what road the affaffins had taken, and
many concelving that it was more danger~
ous to purfue, than to allow them to carry.
off their prey; fince if overtaken, they
would infallibly maffacré the King in.the
firt inflance. Several of the Nobility mount-
ed, neverthelefs, their horfes, and following
the track of the confpirators as well as they
were able, got to’the place where Stanif~
laus had pafied the lines, There they found
his ¢ Pchiffe,” which had been left behind in
the precipitation of his flight ; it was pierced

-with -holes-made by the bullets or fabres,
" and
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and stained with blood in many parts.
After fuch teftimonies, little doubt coald'
be entertained that its owner was no_more,
and the King’s death was unnerfally con-
fidered as certain.

During this time he ftill remained in
the hands of Kofinki, and his fix affo-
ciates, who continucd to advance with him
into the wood of Biclany, when they were
fuddenly hailed by a Ruflian patrole. They
mmmiediately held a fort of council; at the
end. of which, four difappeared. The other
three forced him to difmount and walk;
but fearcely had a quarter of an hour
¢lapfed, before a fecond Ruffian guard chal-
lenged them. Terrified at the danger, the
two inferior confpirators fled, leaving Sta-
niflaus alone with Kefintki ; who holding his
fubre over the King, menaced him with
inftant death, if hé attempted delay or re-
fitance. Overcome with fatigue, added to
the pain of his bruifes, he only implored
his conduétor to stop, and to fuffer him to

take a moment’s repofe. - But Kofintki re-
F4 - fuled,
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fufed at the fame time 1nform1nrr him that
beyond the wood they fhould ﬁnd a car-
tidge. 'Thus compelled, they proceeded to-~
gether till they found themfdves at the gate
of the convent of Bielany.

His Majefty now began to conceive fome
hopes of extrlcatmg himfelf, which were
mcreafed by perceiving that his conductor,
who wandered without knowing where he
was, feemed e be loft in thought, and agx-
tated by refleftions. Defirous t6 profit of
thiefe fymptoms ‘of irrefolution, he faid to
Kofinki, * I fee you arc cmbarraffed which
“ way to proceed; let me therefore enter
% the convent of Bielany, and do you pro-
% vide for your own fafety ’---% No,” re-
phed he, “ I have fworn They conti~
nued therefore to walk on in filence till they
came to Manemont, a fmall’ palace belong-
mg ‘to ‘the Ele&or of Saxony, not more
than two miles from Warfaw. = Kofinfki ex-
prefled fome fatisfaction at recogmﬁng the
place, and the King fiill earneftly requeﬁmg
@ moments reﬁ the other at length con-

. _ " fented
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fented. They fat down on the ground to-
gether ; Staniflaus endeavouring to improve
the time, in order te foften his conduétor,
and induce him 1o favour, or permit his
efcape.

To this end he reprcfented to Koﬁnﬂu
the atrocity of the crime which he com-
mitted, in having undertaken to murder
his Sovereign, and the invalidity of any
oath adminiftered to him, for‘the perpe-
tration of {o heinous an offence. In reply
the other alledged, that far from being the
protector of hlS people, Staniflaus afted as
their oppreflor ; and he particularly ennme-
rated fome recent a@s of government, which
in their operation werc not lefs pernicious
than they were cruel. The unforlunate
King admitted the faét; bat m his joftifi-
cation afltred Kofinfki, that the meafures
alluded to, were carried into esecution by
a ftronger power than his; namely the au-
thority of the Baron de Stachelberg, the
Ruffian embaffador. “ It was no longer
* ago than this very day,” added he, * that,

« I took
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« T took him afide at the drawing-room,
« and remonftrated with him for fome time,
“ upon the feverity of the orders in quef-
% tion.” “That may be true,” anfwered
Kofinfki; * for I was myfelf at Court this
“ morning, concealed among the crowd ;
“ and I remarked that you was for fome
. minutes engaged in carneft converfation
¢ at the window, with the Ruffian Mini-
“« fer.”

This incident feemed to make fuch an
impreffion on his-mind, that he cven let
drop exprefiions of concern and remorfc;
but fuddenly recolleting himfelf, « If,” faid
he, “1 fhould confent, and conduét your
“ back to Warfaw, what will be the con- .
“ fequence? I fhall be taken and executed.”
The refletion plunged him into new irrefo-
lution. “I give you my word of horiour,”
anfwered Stamflaus, ¢ that no harm fhall
“ happen to you; butif you doubt my pro-
“ mife, efcape while there is flill time! I
¥ can find my way to fome place of fecurity,
“ aadl will certainly direCt your purfuers

1] to
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“ to take the contrary road to that which
“ you have chofen.” Touched by fo genc-
rous an aflurance, Kofintki, already fhaken,
could no longer contain his emotions: he
threw himfelf at the King’s feet, implored
his Majefty’s forgivencfs for the crime which
he had been led to commit, and fwore to
defend him againft every enemy, relying
totally on his generofity for pardon and
prefervation. The King rciterated his en<
gagements of proteflion. Judging'. how-
ever, that it would be prudent to gain fome
afylum without delay, and recolleCting that
there was a mill at a little diftance; . lie im-
mediately made towards it. " They arrived
at the door in a few minutes, N

Kofinfki, by the King’s defire, knocked,
but no anfwer was returned. He then
broke a pane of glafs in the window, and
entrcated that they ‘would afford fhelter
to a nobleman who had been plundered
by robbers. The mafter of the hut pe-
remptorily refufed, fuppofing ‘them to be
banditti, and for above half an hour con-

tinued
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tinued to perfitt in his denial of opening
the door. Staniflaus therefore at length
approached, and fpeaking throngh the
broken pane, endeavoured to perfuddu the
mlller to admit him under the roof; add-
ing, “If we were robbers, as you appre-
“ _"hénd,: it would be caly for us to ufe vio-
“ lcnce; and to break thc whole window;,
.% inftead of one panc.” The argument
prevailed ; they opened the door, and ad-
rmtted hira. He immediately wrote on his
tablets, which had accidentally efcaped. the
rapacity of the affaffins, a few lines to Ge-
neral Cocccii, Colonel of the firft regiment
of foot-guards. They were literally as fol-
lows : “ Par unc efpece de miracle je fuis
“ fauvé des mains des affuflins. Je fuis
“ jci, au petjt moulin de Mariemont. Ve-
« nez au plutﬁt, me tirer dici.  Je fqis
“ bleffé, mais pas fort.” It was not wi hi-
out the utmoft difficulty that he could per-
{uade any one to carry the note to War-
' faw, as the people of the mill fiill believed
hun‘ to be, what he profefied himfelf, a
geo~
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gentléman who ‘had been attacked and
wounidéd by robbers. Koﬁnﬂu offered to
reftoré to his Majefty every thing which he
had takén from his perfon, but Stamﬂaus.
left him all, except the blue riband of the"g
“ White Eagle
On the arrival of the meﬂ'enger at War-~
faw, the gencral joy, hcightened by alto-
nithment, was incredible. General Cocceii,
accompanied by a detachment of the guards,
rode inftantly to the mill, where he found
Kofinfki ftanding at the door with his fabre
drawn, who admitted him as foon. as he -
recognized his perfon. A fcene equally cu-
rious and affefting took place on his en-
trance into the hut. The firft object v which
prefented itfelf, was the King firetched on
the floor, covered with the miller’s cloak, -
funk into a fort of fleep or of mfenﬁbilit:y',:
caufed by fatigue. Cocceii threw himfelf
at his Majefty’s feet, calﬁxg him, his So-
vereign, and klﬁing his hand.’ It was thén )
for the firft time; that the milles asd Bis”
family difcovered the qua.f'/ ity ‘of their g‘ueﬂ: .
. and -
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and they foon followed the example of the
General, by throwing themfclves on their
knees. I have heard General Cocceii relate
thefe circumftances, and I have been at the
mill itfelf, rendered celebrated by fo extra-
ordinary an event: it is a wretched Polith
hovel, remote from any houfe or habitu-
on. - Staniflaus has gratefully recompenfed
its owner, by building him a mill upon the
Viftula, and adding to it a fmall penfion.
About five o'clock in the morning, the
King arrived in Coccen’s carriage, at his
palace in the capital. Scarcely would the
people credit the evidence of their fenfcs,
when they fuw him return, or belicve that
he was fiill alive. Nothing could in fatt
be more wonderful, or more contrary to all
probability. His wound, though deep, was
not dangerous, and he foon recovered the
perfonal bruifes and injuries which he had
fuffered on that memorable night. But he
long preferved, and ftill retains the impref-
fion made on his mind, by fo defperate an
‘uttempt WeII aware how much the Con-
. federates
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federates detefted, and confidered him as
the author of the calamities of Poland, he
had elways entertained apprehenfions that
their vengeance would aim at his life. Even.
now he cannot be confidered as exempt from
fimilar, or perhaps greater misfortunes. |
On the day fubfequent to his affaffina-.
tion, Mr. Wroughton haftened to congratu-.
late him on his efcape ; and Staniflaus re-
lated to him the tranfation, in nearly the
fame words which I have ufed. Then taking
him by the hand, “1 always believed,” faid
he, “ my dear Wroughton, that the Con-
“ federates would execute what you have
* witneffed, and 1 have proved but too
right in my conjetture. Yet, merely for
my life I was not afraid, from the mo-
ment that inftead of difpatching me, as
“ they might have done, I found that the
“ Confpirators carried me out of the city.
I imagined indeed, that their intention
was to conduft me to the confederate
“ army, and to put me to.death: but I
“ nourithed fome faint hopes, ‘thet if T
*could
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“ could convince them I had never merited
¢ their hatred, T might fuccced in winning
 them over to my fide. T even fqueezed
“ Kofinfki’s hand in mine, while he plun-
“ dered me of my effe(ts; hopeful to
“ awaken in him fentiments of loyalty, or
« gt leaft of compaffion.” Staniflaus, who
knew his countrymen well, relied not with-
out reafon, on the levity, flexibility, and
inconfiftency of charafter which diftinguith
the Poles as a nation.

It is hardly to be credited, that of tbree
chiefs to whom the enterprize was intrufied,
two fhould quit him at the moft critical
moment, in order to carry the intelhigence
to their employers, inftead of fulfilling the
objett of their aftempt ; and that the third
fhould" be won over by Staniflaus, to con-
du@ him back to his capital. Nor is it
more eafy to conceive how men, when once
worked up by enmity and fanaticifm to
undertake fuch a crime, fhould leave it in-

.LmP}eté, after all the difficultics attending
&&e furrdounted. Damicn, who' failed
n
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in his attempt to affaflinate Louis the Fif«
teenth; and the Duke d’Aveiro, who equally
mifcarried in his confpiracy to deftroy the
late King of Portugal, were unable fully to
accomplith their defign. But the Polifh
affaffins, after vanquithing every obftacle,
and carrying off their prey with unexampled
fuccefs, liberated him either by their preci-
pitancy, their cowardice, or their repent-
ance. Had he once been brought to the
camp of the confederate Generals, there
can be no doubt that he would have fuffered
death : perhaps juridically, like Chares the
Firft of England. ‘

I return to the fequel of the confpiracy.
Kofinfhi, to whom Stanifla¥s owed his pres
fcrvation, was a man of mean extraltion,
born in the Palatinate of Cracow, having
affumed the name of Kofinfki, which is that
of o noble Polih family. By his fervices
in the confederate armry, he had rifen to the;
rquk of an officer under the command of
Pulawlki. While the two other aflociated
chiefs remi?ed with him, he’ contimued:

YOL. IIL. S ¢ Jmthaken
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unfhaken in his purpofe ; but from the nro-
ment of his being abandoned by them, he
began to waver in his determination, and
to cntertain idcas of preferving the King.
The folemn oath which he had taken, and
the benedi®ion given to the enterprize by
the Nuneio, long operated neverthelefs, in
fuftsinmg his refolution. FEven after he
had condutted the King in fatety back to
Warfaw, he cxpreffed more than once, his
~ doubts of the reftitude of his pafi condu&,
dnd a degree of concern or repentance for
having deceived his employers. He was
therefore detained under a very firi&t guard,
and oblged to give cvidence againtt his two
comperions, Lubawtki and Strawentki; who
- heing both rken foon afterwards, were
brought prifoncts to Warfaw. The former
was feized. in-a cottage, while in bed with
his milicefs. Both were folemnly tried,
and ddjudged tg die ; ‘but ut the King’s in.
'terceffion with the Diet; that Tribunal con.
‘fopted 4o witigate the cruel part of the
Quitante. » Indtead of infliGting on the two

By’ chiefs,
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chiefs, the variety of tortures which the
laws of Poland enatt againft regicides, they
were fimply beheaded. Staniflaus equally
interpofed his intereft to fave from capital
punifhment, feveral of the inferior cone
fpirators. They were only condemned to
work during life on the fortifications of"
Kaminieck in Podolia, where they continue
prifoners at tins time.

Throughout the whole period of his de-
tention, and on his trial, Lukawiki behaved
with firmnefs and compofure, never mani-
fefting any {fymptoms of weaknefs or pufil-
lanimity. He fuffered at the fame hour
with Strawenfki; and Mr. Wroughton, who
faw them both die, has affured me, that
nothing could exceed the dignity with which
the former fubmitted to his fate. When
he was led out to the fcaffold, though his
body was much extenuated by the feverity
of his confinement, diet, and treatment;
his fpirit, unfubdued, raifed him above the
ignominy of an infamons and gublis execu-

G2 tion,
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tion. He had not been permitted to fhave
his beard while in prifon, and his drefs cor-
refponded with his figure; but none of thefe
huniliations could deprefs his mind. Witli
indignation he retufed to fee or to embrace
Kofinfki, whom he branded with, the ap-
- pellation of“a Traitor. . On arriving at the
place of punifhment, about a mile from
Warfuw, he betrayed no unbecoming emo-
tion; and his harangue to the multitude
aflembled to fee him die, breathed the fame
fpirit which animated his- life. He ex~
prefied neither forrow nor contrition for his
attempt againft the King, which he confi-
dered rather as meritorious than criminal.
. Hishead was Yevered from his body. Straw-
enfki difplayed equal indifference, "and
refighed. himfelf in filence to. his fentence.
Within a few days fubfequent to their exc-
cution, the Kifg fent away Kofinfki into
Jtaly, as his'life would probably have been
:unfife in Polund; after betraying the caufe
in which he-had engaged. He now refides

at
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"at Senigallia in the papel territories, and
enjoys from his Majefty an annual allowance
of three hundred ducats.

To the intended affaflination of Staniflaus,
which was fruftrated in fo extraordinary a
manner, {ucceeded in the following year, the
a€tual partition of his dominions: an event,
the caufes, completion, and confequences
of which, I have already endecavoured to
delincate in a former lctter. It was in vain
that the unfortunat¢ Prince attempted to,
protralt the difmemberment of the country
over which he nominally reigned. -His
ftruggles only manifefled to all Europe, the
helplefs condition of the Polith Sovereign
and nation. Confcious of the perfonal dif
honour that he muft incur, by figning an
at which equally degraded both, he long
refufed to participate in fuch & proceeding.
He oven gave the Englith Minifler at War-
faw, the firongeft and moft folemn affur-
ances, that he would neither be induced by
offers, nor compelled by violence, to fub-
fcribe fo humiliating a yenunciation. “1

3 “ prefent
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¢ prefent you my hand,” faid he to M.
Wroughton, in the agony of his mind;
“ and I authorife you to mform yeur
* Court in my name, that I will rather
« fuffer it to be cut off, than fubmt to do
* a deed which muft for ever fully my
“ name and reign.”

The King’s fubfequent condué& corre-
fponded ill with his declarations : after re-
lu@antly figning the avowal of the claims
fet up by the three Pqwers, he added his
confent to the perpetual alienation of the
fequeftered provinces, from the Crown and
Republic of Poland. We muft not how-
ever, too. feverely condemn him for his
want of refolution, which could only have
been ruinous to himfelf, without producing
the fmallef® benefit to his country, As his
refiful wonld neceffarily have coft him the
crown to which he had been raifed, ho
bdd not the magnanimity to reneunce it,
std to return into a private flation, rather
than yield to the mandate impofed on him.
We might indeed have admired him, if
e Htad preferred the alternative of abdicat-

g
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ing the throne ; but circumftanced as he was,
it could fcarcely be expefted, A feeptre,
even when robbed of its brighteft ornaments,
dignity and independance; is fiill too in. -
toxicating a pofleflion to be voluntarily rev
linquithed by thofe, who have been accuf
tomed to the homage which it procures.
Staniflaus, it muft likewife be remembered,
was neither beloved by the majority of his
fubjeéts, nor would he have found in their
allegiance and affeftion any fteady fupport.
On the other hand, Catharine who had
clevated him to the royal dignity, would
infallibly have precipitated him from it, i
he had refufed to comply with her com~
mands. He had in faét no choice except
fubmiffion ; and pofierity will incline rather
to pity, than to cenfure lum, for the invo-
luntary part which he atted in the difmerns
berment of his country.

From that period to the prefgnt, Poland
can fcarcely with proptiety be faid to have
any hlﬁsory, or any political exjftence.
Almoft wjthout commerce, abfelutely with-
oyt 8 foreign ally, and deftitute of internal,

G 4 force
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force or revenues adequate to its own eman-
cipation ; compreffed on 2ll fides by three
powerful monarchies, it feems to wait in
filent expeQtation the fentence of its total
extinftion. The King and the Dict are only
empty names: Warfaw i1s governed by
Ruffian councils, and fabjeted by Ruffian
troops. Even the provinces are torpud;
and the Confederates, who fo long endea-
voured to avert the deftruélion of the Re-
public, have only by their imprudent efforts
accelerated its fall. Such s the fate of a
country, which under a wife government,
might have been juftly ranked among the
moft powerful Furopean States; which
the courfe of the laft century, carried at one
time its viQlorious arms into the heari of
Mufcovy; and faved Vienna at another,
from falling into the hands of the Turks;
byt, which now only holds out a memor-
able leflon to the prefent, as well as tq
future ages,

The oharaétcr of. ,Qtamﬂaus is not one of
thofe efther hard' to penetrate, or difficult
‘to delilfeate, A 2 man and en individual,

he



COURT OF BEKLIX, ETC. 89
he is certainly more amiable, more an'qhie&
of attachment and refpeét, than when con-
templated in his kingly capacity. His per-
fon, from the concurring teftimony of all
who knew him in his youth, was hand-
fome; graceful, and elegant. Such, Count
Poniatowiki doubtlefs appeared in the eyes
of Catharine the Second, when he firft ar-
rived at Peterfburgh. But, the graces of
that period of his life are fled ; and within
the lafi three or four years he is become too
lufty, thoughit would be unjuft to fay even
now that he is at all corpulent, He 1s of
a middle ftature, well proportioned, and of
a manly figure. His face is open, pleafing,
and interefting; the features bold and
ftrongly marked, particularly his nofe and
chin. Staniflaus’s complexion is pale, and
he wears his own hair, which is of a deep
colour, approaching to black. There is faid
to be in his caft of countenance, fomething
penfive and melancholy At firft fight, I
confefs, this expreffion did not firike me;
but the oftener I have had opportunities of
feeing and &udymg hun, the more vifiblout

becomes;
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beconies; in profile it is particularly ap-
parent. I believe, however, that it is more
the refult of his altual fituation, his paft
calaniites, and his future profpefts, than
natural and congenial to him. In fa,
whether he cafts his view backwards, or
direfts it forward to the final deftiny that
awaits him, how vaft a train of awful and
painful refletion muft neceffarily open on
his mind! I have fometimes feen him ftand
in a thoughtful attitude, mufing, filent, and
as I could fancy, occupied in confidering
his future fate. It is impoffible not to feel
for him at fuch moments, a more than
common intereft.

The King of Poland does not particu-
larly excel in any of the exercifes of the
body; and though he rides well, he fcarcely
ever hunts. He flill continues ta dance the
Poloneze national dances, but he has left
off every other kind, above twq years, In
mufic he bas no tafte, nor docs he pofie(s
even 3 moderate ear. A circumitance more
fingular is, that he never plays at cards.

: ~ Tam
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I am affured that neither his Majefty, nor
any of the Poniatowiki family were ever
able to make themfelves mafters of the com-
mon games of cands, {o as to attain in them
a tolerable degree of perfeffion. He isa
lover and a patron of all the fine arts; but
m paintings he has great judgment, and has
colleéted fome few valuable pieces of the
fit maflers. No Prince was ever more
gracious, eafy, and affable in his manners
and addrefs ; which is the refult of natural
difpofition, not the effet of artifice. His
converfation is pleafing, and frequently dif-
plays, without the fmalleft affettation, ex~
tenfive reading. Few individuals fpeak fo
fluently or gracefully the principal European
languages. Scarcely any living Sovereign,
if we except Jofeph the Second, has tra-
velled fo much as Staniflaus: thofe Perfons
who*have known him in the different cha-
raters of a private Gentleman and a King,
are univerfully attached to tim; and his
elevation to a throne has not deprived him

©oof
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of- the fnendq, whom he had acquxrcd when
Count Poniatowfki.

If, after conﬁdermg him as a man, we
view him as a monarch, he appears to
fink in our eftimation: he is.amiable, not
great; engaging, but not impofing. Defi-
cient in the firong powers of difcernment,
8s well as in the vigour of mind which his
fituation demanded, he is not calculated
to ftem, arid fijll lefs to dire® the ftorm,
by which he has becn affailed. He may be
faid rather to poficfs a lively and pleafing,
than a folid and. penetrating underftanding.
The facility of his nature expofes him to
deception ; and the flexibility of his temper
is abufed by favorites, who acquire and
yetain an afcendancy over him. Adulation
under every form, finds too. eafy an accefs
to his heart; peculiarly when, aided by fe-
male _attraftions, it affumes the mafk of
affe@ion. The perfons who furround him,
availing themfeh es_of this foible, frequently

obtain by nnyomﬁu&y the Fecompences due -
' only :
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only to merit. One of his Polifh Majefty’s
weahneffes, which 1s flattered with the
greateft fuccefs, is his fuppofed refemblance
in the leading feutures of his mind and
body, to Henry the Fourth of France. The
perfonal fimilarity is however, much more
maginary than real ; but as his forehcad,
nofe, and chin, urcall bold and prominent,
like thofe of the King of Navarrg, there is
a fufficient bafis on which for the adulation
of courtiers to found a likenefs. Ilis gal-
lantries, his affability, his clemency, his
afcending from a private flation toa throne ;
and lafily, his having, like Henry, efcaped
from affatlination: all thefe circumftances
are enumerated and infifted on, as firiking
proofs of a refemblance between the French
and the Polifh Sovercign. Unfortunately
the parallel fails in more effential articles
of charafter; in wildom, firmnefs, heroi¢
valor, difcernment, and above all in fru-
gality.” g

It is believed that Staniflaus is hy ‘no
means deficient in perfonal courage, though
he
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he has never feen fervice, nor can be fup-
pofed to poflefs the qualifications of a man
educated in military habits. He very fre-
quently wears a uniform, and reviews from
time to time, like other Princes, his guards
and traops. But his talents arc more cal-
culated for the calm, than the tempeft; for
the labour of the cabinet, than the exertions
of the field. He paffes much of his time,
fhut up in his apartments, occupied in writ-
ing, and engaged in private bufinefs of va-
rious kinds. To thefe employments he
feems adapted; for he diQates, or compofcs,
not only with eafe, but with elegance ; and
his eloquence, when he harungues, is at
¢nce touching, copious, and perfuafive. So
confvious is Staniflaus of his being unequal
to, and unfit for his fituation, that he has
faid to Mr. Wroughton more than once,
“ Mon ami, jc fens que je nc fuis pas 2
“ ma place: j'autois du étre Chanceliér, et

“ non pas Roi.” '
“The greateft defeft of his charaller, public
sipd piivate, is the want of economy. His
liberality
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hberality of difpofition, which degenerates
into prodigality, involves him in continual
pecuniary difficulties ; and though his re-
venues are ample, he is neverthelefs poor.
As fome compenfation for the lofs of power,
and the diminution of prerogative ; the Ruf-
fians, after the late difmemberment of Po-
land, ncreafed his private falary from the
State. His Majefiy’s clear annual receipt
at this time, does not fall fhort of two hun-
died and thirty thoufand pounds fterling.
All the great oflicers of the crown are
moreover paid, not by him, but by the
Republic.  Yet, with fo princely an in-
come, he has no treafure, no fund for
future exigencices ; and fecarcely can he find
wherewithal to maintain his dignity, or to
fupport his houfehold. As there is neither
order nor fyftem in his expences, he is de~
voured by his family, and impoverifhed
by his miftreffes and attendants. Count
Rzewufki, < Marechal de la Cour,” who
has the direttion of the privy purfe, allows
the King about eightéen - hundréd ‘pounds

ferling
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fterling a month for his ordinary expen-
diture. This fum, which ought to be ade~
quate to all his wants, 15 neverthelefs infuf-
ficient, becaufe it is not managed with pru-
dcnce, nor fuperintended by a judicious
frugality.

Stamtflaus, at every period of his life, has
been remarkable for his gallantry, and
fenfilulity to female charms. The graces
of his perfon, whch opened him a way to
the throne of Poland, rendered lum early
acceptable to the othe: fua.  They continue
to retan t6o great an a{cendant over lum,
and they have completed the dcftruion of
his finances. He ftill nounithes the with to
be beloved, and women are not wanting to
avail themfelves of his weaknefs. Under
profetlions of difinterctied puflion, they ob-
tain from him more than they could: gain
by the fale of their beauty. Yect his Polifh»

Nﬂjeﬁapis approaching faft to the age,
en ceafe to be objeéts of real at
Jment, and are ufyally the dupes of in-
M love. "Perbaps the King docs not
fufficiently
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fufficiently attend to this law of nature,
from which he is not more exempt than
others.

On the fubje&t of his amours, which
have been numerous-and almost indiferimi-
nate, I fhall fay little: for many reafons
they are better configned to oblivion. But
Staniflaus, though naturally inconftant and
changeable, is yet capable of a lafting paf~’
tion. After his eleflion to the crown, he
became attached to the Princefs C—a,
onc of the moft beautiful and accomplithed
ladies of Poland. Their attachment was fo
far from being private or myﬁerious, that
on the contrary all Warfaw” witneffed “it.
During a confiderable time fiic reigned in
his heart without a rival ; till conﬁamg too
mxphcntly in her fondnefs, hé ventured af
length 'to treat her with negle&. Indigs
nant at ﬁufh fige, in a moment of réfentt,
ment, Yi,hen {:e Jeat expetted ii, ﬁ;e 'brql;;e“

nneqwn with him, and aft adhy

w Pﬁhg'e Repnm, W R’ ’f“
b:ﬁ‘ad,ou Vi iy in vain thet Steafads
'Voi. 11, H atmin’p&

3
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attempted to mollify her by fubmiffion, or
to awaken her former paffion : fhe fhut her
door againft him, refufed to admit him to
her prefence, and would ncver liften to any
overtures of reconcihation. He was incon-
foluble for a long time, and even abandoned
himfelf when in private, to the moft im-
moderate tranfports of grief or of dejec-
tron.
{ The King has no natural children avowed
as fuch, nor has he had any, male or fe-
male, fince his elevation to the throne; but
when Count Poniatowfki, he had two by a
woman of very inferior condition. They
are both abfolutely difowned, and educated
in obfcurity. He continues to lead how-
ever a life which may be termed libertine
and diffolute, more efpecially at forty-fix
years of age, when youth can be no longer
pleaded in extenuation. Two females di-
vide his time, and occupy his attention, if
not his heart at this moment: the firf},
Madam T—=s, an Italian, though pow in
her, wane, is flill-extremely beautiful. Her
' ﬁgure,
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figure, manners, and countenance, all breathe
an air of voluptuoufnefs. She reminds me
of the Aleinas and the Calypfos of fable, as
Fenelon and Ariofto bave depi®ured them.
The other, the Countefs Ge—a, is more
elegant, feminine, and pleafing. I have
fupped with his Polith Majefty at General
Cocceii’s, where he was feated between thefe
two female favorites. In return for the fa-
vours which they beftow on him, they drain
his purfe ; and contribute neither to render
him more refpetable, nor probably in fa&t
more happy.

His Polith Majefty hastwo brothers, and
as many fifters alive. Cafimir, Prince Po-
niatow{ki, the eldeft, who is near ecleven
years older than the King, unfortunately
refembles him in the parts of his charater,
which are by no means models for imitation.
His diffipations and his profufions heve re-
duced him to the neceflity of alienating the
high poft of * Great Chamberlain of the
% Crown,” and have rendered him depend-
ant on the King for his principal fupport.

H 8 Prince
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Prince Poniatowtki has one fon, named
Staniflaus, who is at this time ncar five-
and-twenty ; and who at leaft cannot be
accufed of following the example either of
his father or his uncle: extravagance is by
no means his fault, or his charaerifiic.
Should the crown of Poland be continued
in the family of Poniatowfki, it is on him
that the Emprefs of Ruffia will probably
caufe it to devolve, whenever it may bécome
vacant. He certainly entertains hopes, how-
ever chimerical, of afcending the throne ;
and with a view of facilitating fo great an
objett of ambition, he has been not long
fince, on a vifit to the Court of Peters-
burgh. All circumftances confidered, it is
however very improbable that.thefe vifions
of royalty. will ever be realized, or that the
feeptre will be perpetuated in the collateral
defcendants of the reigning Sovereign.

A dark cloud overfpreads the evening of
Staniflaus’s life and reign : he feels its preﬂ-
fare, and fometimes_ gives vent to the agi-
titions of his ‘mind, on the tender fub-’

joik



COURT OF BERLIN, EYC. icr

Je& of his future profpefts. Many times
has he predited to Mr. Wroughton, that
his end will be difaftrous and violent. Not
long ago, grafping the Englith Envoy s
hand, ¢ Ah, mon aml, * faid he, Je fuis
“ refervé pour des nouveaux et des gra.nds
“ malheurs. Je ‘mourrai comme Charles
“ Premiér d’Angleterre.” Such predittions,
it is evident, are merely the apprehenﬁons
of a man, who fees the precanous tenure
by which he holds his. crown; who is fur-
rounded by enemies domeftic as well as
foreign ; who has éfcaped by a fort of mi-
racle, from affaffination, and who. "antici-
pates as certain, dangers which are only
contingent. Yet we muft confefs, that there,
is too much reafon to tremble for the fate-
of Staniflaus. The tempefts which at pre-
fent feem overblewn, will probably wake
again, and may finally averturn both the
Sovereign and the Republic of Poland. But
thefe. fpeculauons -would lead me too far,

.and | ihall therefore clofe my letter '

13 3*, .
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LETTER XXL

Decline of the Court of Warfaw fince the acceffion
of the prefent King — Defcription of Stanif-
laus’s villa—General Cocceii.—Proflitution
of honors and dignities in Poland.—Venality
of the upper ranks.— Libertinifm.— Number,
Jacility, and inflances of divorces.—Virtues of
the Poles.—Female charafler—Elegance of
drefs.—Portrait of a Polifh woman of quality.
—Heroifm of the women.—Military forces.
— Environs of Warfaw.—Villanow.—Ezami-
nation of John Sobie/k!’s reign and character.
—Enquiries relative to the  Plica Poloni-
ca"—Polif Peafants.— Refleions on the
aclual condition, and future fate of Poland.

Warsaw, July 26, 1778.
HE Court, as may naturally be fup-
pofed, has declined in fplendor during

the courfe of the prefent reign, proportion-
ably with the diminution fuftained by Po-
land im national wealth, greatnefs, and
power.

’
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power. Such a change, even before the
partition of 1772, was certain and inevita-
ble. While the Saxon Princes held the
fceptre, a vaft portion of the revenues of
iheir hereditary dominions, flowed into the
country of which they were the eleftive
Sovereigns. Compelled to divide their time
betwcen the Polifh atd the Saxon capitals,
all the arts as well as the refinements of
Drefden accompanied them when they re-
moved to Warfaw. Mr. Wroughton, who
remembers the laft years of the period to
which I allude, affures me that the number
and beauty of the equipages, horfes, and
train of the great nobility, who ufually came
to welcome the arrival of Auguftus the
Third, exceeded defcription. Prince Rad-
zivil in particular, whofe patrimonial eftates
were then of a magnitude and extent ap-
proaching to royal, fometimes united with
the elegance of European tafte, the barba-
rous pomp of Sarmatian manners. He once
entered Warfaw in his coach, drawn by fix
white bears caught in his own Lithuanian

H 4 forefts, -
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foreﬁs _hamefled, and ‘broken in for the
purpofe ; but their feroc1ty and intracta-
- bility rendered them dangerous to their
- keepers. I fhould not venture to relate the
«fad, if I.did not hold it from fo high an
authority. However extraordinary it may
appear, the manners of Poland render it
credible.

Staniflaus’s drawmg-room, or to fpeak
more properly, his ‘leyee, though nume-
rouﬂy attended, dlfplays no magnlﬁcence
He only afts the Sovercign; and performs
the part of King in the circle, while Count
Stackelberg pofiefies the effective power, and
difpenfes all the favors of the Crown. A
number of the firft nobulity ftill appear at
Court in the Polifh habit, which gives the
crowd a pi€turefque appearance. In fum-
mer the King retires to a little villa or feat,
not quite a mile from Warfaw, where he

. Tefides in great privacy, rather as a private
“gentleman than as a crowned head. This
rétreat, for it is no more, is called * Les

Baing,” there being in the centre of the

19 * building
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building a circular bath, covered with a
dome. The houfe, which lies in a deep
bafon or hollow, furrounded by hills and
woods, is very agreeable in warm weather ;
but the fituation renders it unwholefome, as
foon as the autumnal rains and damps com-~-
mence. I have had the honor of dining
there with his Majefty in a very fmall com-
pany, of which Mr. Wroughton was one.
The youngeﬁ of his two ﬁﬁers, the Coun-
tefs Branicza; his nephew, Prince Jofeph
Poniatowfki, a youth of fifteen, who is
brought up under the King’s immediate
care; and the Bifhop of Plockzo, Stanis-
laus’s youngeft furviving brother, were pre-
fent. His Polith Majefty appears to great
advantage on fuch occafions, from which
ceremony is banithed; and for which he
feems more defigned by nature, than for
public life and fituations of difficulty. He
allowed me to, furvey every part of his
little manfion. Horace’s Sabine farm could
fearcely be fmaller; but it is' voluptuoufly
furmﬂled and contains fome paintings of

value.
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¥plue. On the table of his cabinet, which
;3 fitted up with decorations and pi€ures in
the Chinefe tafte, lay fpread, a melancholy
fubje® of contemplation. It was a fine map
-of Poland, on a great fcale, recently ftruck,
and in which the difinembered provinces are
accurately marked, with their new appelle-
tions. Frederic has denominated his fhare
La Prufie Occidentale;” and Maria The-
vefa has revived the titles of * Gallicia and
Lodomiria,” which now fuperfede the an-
cient geographical names of thofe portions
.of Poland. Such a mute, but eloquent
companion conftantly before his eyes, which
seminds Inm of his departed greatnefs,
. cannot tend to enliven the hours of Stanif~
Jaus’s retirement, or to infpire him with gay
deas. )
1t is at General Cocceil’s that I have feen
him more unbent, more convivial, and more
_apparently cheerful than anywhere elfe.
'That veteran officer, equally a man of let-
ters, & foldier, and a polite gentleman, com-
ﬁnds a regiment of Polith guards. . He is

now
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now advancing faft towards old age; but
he is vigorous, communicative, hofpitable,
and of an excellent fociety. After having:
once been the friend of the great Frederic,
he is now, in the evening of life, become
the companion of Staniflaus; who, if infe~
rior in talents and firength of genius, is in
other points of view far-more amiable than
the ftern philofopher of “ Sans Souci.” Coc«
ceii refides in a fort of fuburban villa, juft
out of Warfaw, where he has frequently the
honour of entertaining his Polith Majefty.
There, in a fele€t company of both fexes,
aftér fupper, and undifturbed by corroding
refleCtions, which as Cervantes well ob-
ferves, feldom hold much interference at
fuch times; the King feems to forget at
once his paft misfortunes, his prefent de-
preffion, and his future profpetts. - His con-
‘'verfation, manners, and whole depertment,
convince mé how pleafing he must . have
been when Count Poniatowlki. I am not
furprifed " that Catharine, after admitting
hlm to fo dxﬁ:mglufhed a place in her affec-
tions,®
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tmns. elevated him to ‘the throne of Po-
land butl fear Staniflaus will have caufe
to loment, that love and fortune fhould
have confpired to raife him from a private
ftation to royalty. Juvenal’s obfervation,
when fpeaking of the death of Kings, in the
tenth fatire, continually recurs to my mind,
as I reflet on the fingular deftiny of this
amiable Prince.

The general diffolution of morals among
the upper orders, is not one of the leaft ex-
traordinary and charallerifiic features of
the capital and country from which I am
writing.  Neither Peter(burgh nor Naples
can furpafs Warfaw in.thefe refpets. All
the principles which bind fociety together,
and which purify or perpetuate it, appear
to me to be relaxed among the Poles. The
army, the court, the church, and every
department of private life, are more or lefs
infeéted. Thofe inflitutions, civil and po- .
litical, which in theix very nature fhould be
moft free from the contagion, are tainted.
Boys who have never feen'a camp, nor at-

tained
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tained the ﬂlghte[i degree of profeffional
experience, receive commiffions as colonels
and generals. The habit of a foldier, which
ought to be rigidly confined to fuch as are
in military fervice, is proftituted ; and al-
mofl every nobleman at pleafure wears a
uniform. The blue riband of the “ Whité
Eagle,” as well as the red riband of  St.
Staniflaus,” which latter was inflituted by
his prefent Majefty, are fo common that
fcarcely a private gentleman is without one
or both of them. Murders and affuffina-
tions, in the metropolis as well as in the
provinces, are committed with impunity:
nor is it fafe, even at this feafon of the
year, to walk the ftreets of Warfaw by
night, unaccompanied and unarmed. Not
only the want of lamps is favourable to
the perpetration of every kind of crime;
but what is fiill worfe, the Ruffians prote&

for money the moft atrocious delinquents.
The prifons throughout the kingdom are
crowded with wretched. individuals of both
BeXes,
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faxes, immured, not for tranfgreffions againft
the law or the fiate; but the viGims of
arbitrary power, of violence, and of every
“kind of oppreffion. It is here that Mr.
Howard will find ample fcope and fubjet
for his benevolent enquiries, and aive ex-
ertions. In no country of Europe is the
. rage of gaming carried to a more pernicious
pitch, or does it produce more deftruttive
confequences. Neither the paft devaftations:
of rebellion and war, which have impo-
verifhed the nobility ; nor the lamentable
condition of the Republic itfelf verging to
its total fall, impofe a check on the fpirit of
play. It pervades every company, and
- feems to acquire force, as the means of fup-
porting it are diminithed.  The Ruffian am-
bgifador’s Hotel refembles at noon-day, as
I have feen, rather a club of gamefters,
than the refidence of a great public Mini-
fter, charged with the adminiftration and
government of Poland. Similar fcenes are
~gxhibited in the houfes of the firfy nobility,

~ who,
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who, after having fold their country, often
lofe in an evening the frujt of their venahty
or their difhonor. ‘

If fuch be the pifture of the upper
cluffes, it cannot be fuppofed that the fofter
fex is exempt from the vices which diftin-
guith the men. It is not in fa& gallantry,
but licentioufnefs, which here rcigns with-
out control. The very idea of concealment
18 derided as unneceflary ; and I will ven-
ture to affert, that women of the firft dil~
tinction derive more pride and refpect from
the rank or qualities of their lovers, than
from thofe of their hufbands, Staniflaus’s
example tends not a little to encourage the -
depravity of his Court; and during his
reign 1t has attained to a point, uncxampled
fince thé time of Auguftus the Secend ; an
®ra remarkable for the corruption of man-
ners. The prefence of a Queen muft necef-
farily have impofed fome reftraint on’ the

“courtiers and ladies about her.perfon; as
the abfence of fuch a check, has completed
the diffolution of female morals. One of

) . v s tm
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the natural confequences, is the facility with
which divorces are here obtained; and of
courfe, their frequency. I am almoft afraid
to relate what I fee and know on this point ;
fo incredible may it appear. If infidelity
to the nuptual bed was alledged and proved,
it might be admitted as a legitimate caufe
for fuch feparations: but hardly any rea-
fons are ufually afligned or required, ex-
cept mutual incompatibility, difilke, or
weariness in the partics. Women of irre-
proachable manners and condud, young,
beautiful, and highly born, are divorced ut
the end of three or four ycars, of a year,
nay, of a few months. Should it be re-
quifite to adduce inftances in fupport ol
this affertion, almoft every week ofters them
here in abundance.

Prince Martin Lubomirfki is at prefent
foliciting a divorce from his fecond wife.
His firfl, the Countefs Huddick, an Auf-
trian by birth, daughter of Marfhal Had-
dick, is now fearccly twenty-cight years of
Jfgé uncommonly pleafing in her perfon,

o ’ and
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and accomplithed in her manners. He had
no {pecific caufe of diflike to her, nor any
crime to lay to her charge: but he had
become enamoured of his prefent wife. He
is now in turn weary of Aer, and wihes to
marry a third. There is little or no dqubt
of his procuring a fecond divorce, with the
fame facility that he obtuined the firft. 1
went with Mr. ¥Wroughton a fow days ago,
to viiit the Princdy Zangufka, at a pleafant
retreat on the banks of the Viftula, about
hali®a mile out of town. Sheisa veéry cle-
gant woman, not yet twenty-four. We
feund her i her garden, walking arm in
arm with the Grand Chancellor of Poland,
her hufband the Prince Zangufki, and an-
other lady, under the fhade of fome lofty
trees.  They were amicably foliciting a di-
vorce from the head of the Jaw; who here
can grant them with ncarly the fame eafe,
that the Pope difpenfes pardons or. indul-
gences. I underfland, the Prince is foon to
be. married to' the very lady with whom he
was then walking, .in company.with his

-VOL. 1L 1 own
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-own- wife ; and the two ladies live together
.‘at this moment in the greateft intimacy.
Even the young Countefs Po——a, niece
to the King, and of unexceptionable con-
du&, was divorced not long fince, after
only fowr months marriage. I could enu-
merate many more examples of the fame
kind. In any other European country, prac-
tices fo repugnant to every principle of mo-
rals, as well as of policy, would foon be pre-
‘vented. But in Poland, the reftraints of Jaw,
as well as the ties of honour and decorum,
.are exceedingly weakened in their operation.
After having drawn {o unpleafing a pic-
ture of the vices of the higher orders, it 1s
however, only a piece of juftice to mention
their good qualities ;. fince, if they cannot
be faid to outweigh, they form at lcaft fome
counterpoife in the oppofite feale. The
Polifh men. of condition poflefs a captivat-
ing exterior, and nowhere are to be found
-more accomplithed cavaliers. In all the
gxercifes of the body they are expert; but
it is.on;horfeback that they pecl.ﬂxaﬂy excel.
. . %Le
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% Lo Polonais eft né a cheval;” and théy
preferve undiminifhed this original charac-
teriftic of their Sarmatian or Scythian origin.
I never faw men ride fo gracefully, or unite
a more martial air, with the elegance and
foftnefs of modern manners. In converfa-
tion they are full of urbanity, gay, com-
municative, and well bred. Almoft all the
young nobility have travelled, particularly
into France ; from which country they have
brought back the fuperficial, but modiflh
addrefs, only to be gained at Paris. French
15 not anywhere fpoken more generally or
fluently than at Warfaw : for the Poles, like
the Ruffians, have a national facility at ac-
quiring foreign languages. They are mag-
nificent and fhewy in their entertainments,
with which they contrive to mix all the
delicacy of an expentfive tafle, and a creative
fancy. It is to be lamented thata race of
men, endowed with fuch qualities and
faculties, fhould in general be falfe, incon-
fiftent, fickle, prodigal, and deficient in
that judgment, condut, and confiftency

Ie of
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of charaéter, without which all external
and ornamental talents are comparatively
of no value or importance.

If the men excel in perfonal endowments
and accomplifiments, the Polith women of
rank or condition are equally pleafing.
The world does not produce females more
winning, polithed, or calculated to charm
in converfation. They have neither the
fhynefs and coldnefs of the Englifh, nor
the referve and haughtinefs of the Auftrian
women. FEafe, joined with grace, and anis
mated by the with to pleafe, render them
infinitely agreeable. In beauty they may
difpute the palm with any country; and
their attractions are commonly heightened
by all the refincments of drefs and of co-
quetry. It is not my intention to apologize
for their levity; filll lefs to excufe their
libertinifm ; but thofe imperfettions and

- faults are probably more the refult of fitua-
tion, thanof natural depravity or licentiouf~
fs. . In a court and capital fuch as War-
.fw, under a Prince fuch as Staniflaus, it
- 14 B
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is not eafy to refift the feduction of example,
added to the torrent of immorality. The
fame woman who in Poland i1s a Meflalina,
if tranfported to Vienna or to London,
would have given an example of every con-
jugal virtue. It is fociety, religion, morals,
and laws, which model individuals, and call
into ation every thing valuable in our
nature. Here, all that I fee, announces
not lefs the internal diffolution, than the

external deftrution of Poland. '
The elegance and variety of the orna«
ments of the toilet are no where better
underftood, or more fuccefsfully prattifed,
than in this capital ; where the ladies affet®
to difdain the formal reftraints impofed by
cuftom in other courts. I have feen the
fame women habited in the dreffes of dif-
ferent nations and different centuries; a
circumftance that feems to excite no afton-
ithment here. There is fomething: Afiatic
in the ftyle of female attire, which reminds
me of Greek or Turkith, more than of
French or German modes. In a eountry
I3 which
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which frontiers on Moldavia and the Uk-
raine, fuch a departure, or rather emanci-
pation, from the ¢ coftume” of Paris, does
not, and ought not to furprife. 1 dined the
day before yefterday, with the Princefs
Z——a, at her villa near the Viftula, ac-
companied by Mr. Wroughton. The wea-
ther being infupportably warm, we paffed
the whole afternoon in her garden, under
the fpreading fhade of fome large elms,
not far from the bank of the river. I had
then an epportunity of attentively confider-
ing her drefs, which I will endeavour to
defcribe.  'Whatever 1nability the attempt
may difcover, it will convey to you an ideca
of. the toilet of a Polith woman of quality,
who ‘adds to the advantages of birth and
fortune, the additional attratlions of youth
. and beauty.

"~ Her head-drefs had no refemblunce to
any thing beheld in other parts of Europe;
for fhe neither wore powder, nor was her
hair frizzed, but on the contrary, fimply
féombed down over her forehead, and bound

by
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by a muflin fillet. Two treffes " twifted,
which fell from the lcft fide, were negligently
pinned to a fort of turban, compofed like-
wife of muflin,  that encircled -her head. -
Her iobe was of a pale rofe color, bordered-
by a ri¢h embroidery, and defcending to her
feet, but without concealing them. About
her waift was faftened a girdle or ceftus
of filk, ncar nine inches in breadth. Itis
exaltly the zone of the Grecks and of Ho-:
mer, which is ftill worn in Walachia. A
broad Medicis of Drefden lace furrounded
her bofom and fhoulders, which were partly-
uncovered, partly veiled by her fhift and-.a-
Turkifh gauze, calculated rather to difplay;
than to hide, thofe parts of her perfon.’
Over her whole figure was diffufed a volup-
tuous air, which added to the effeét of her
natural attraltions. She fhewed us her
maids, who had juft returned from bathing;
young Poloneze girls, rifing in ftature one
above the other, and refembling nymphs,
in loofe drapery, with their wet hair floating
down their backs. The . Princefs herfelf;

’ ' - I4 . like.
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Tike Lady Wortley Montague’s Fatima, is
& native of Kaminiecz on the borders of
”Moldavm and when a child, had, as fhe
‘told me, frequently been carried by her
"mother into the Haram of the Bathaw of
€Choczim, capital of that Turkifh pfovince.
¥ have found her converfation on cvery fub-
] jett, not lefs interefting than her figure;
and I regret that my appoaching departure
-from Warfaw, will fo foon interrupt our
- gcquaintance.
+. It is not merely in the intercourfe of
'private life, in the graces of perfonal de-
portment; or in the ornaments of female
cultivation, that the Polifh women excel.
They have in a variety of inftances, dif-
“ played mafculine firmnefs and courage
above their fex; peculiarly during the period
when their country was the fcence of civil
difféntion, and of . foreign war. 1 could cite
‘_fome examples of this affertion, not um-
’Worthy to be compared with the greateft
models of anthmty in heroifm. At the
‘aftion of Slomm in Lithuania, fought by
=" Prince
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Prince Radzivil againft the forces of Catha-
vine the Second, in the autumn of ‘1764,
two ladies of the higheft rank appeared in
the field. The one was fifter to Prince
Radzivil, the other was his wife. The
latter fcarcely feventeen years of age, and
newly married, fought in perfon on horfe-
back. With a piftol in her hand, fhe rode
along the line, encouraging the troops to do
their duty ; and when the Ruffians obtained
the viétory, fhe faved herfelf by fwimming
her horfe acrofs. the river Niemen. This
Camilla only wanted a Virgil, to celebrate
her courage. She was by birth a Countefs
Rzewufki, and is ftill alive, confined in &
lonely caftle in Lithuania, where, as I" am
told, fhe is difordered in her underftand-
ing. Her ffter-in-law is likewife living,
and refident in Poland. The faft itfelf,
which is inconteftibly true, makes one of
the many tending to prove how widely dif-
forent are the fpirit: and manners- of this-

¢ountry, from thofe of our own.
It was not in valour, in pattiotifm, or in.
mﬂmry enthnﬁa.ﬁn, that the Polith confes
derates
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derates were deficient; but they wanted
fyfiem, fubordination, obedience, and dif-
cipline. They will be, I fear, for ever
deftitute of thofe effential qualitics, which-
the Ruffians know how to value, and to
which they owe their aftual fuperiority.
The Republic has at this time an army on
faot, in regular pay, of about fixteen thou-
fand foldiers ; while half that nwnber of
Catharinc’s troops retain Poland in complete
fubjection. The Mufcovite forces, quartered
i and near the metropolis, do not exceed
nine hundred. It is not a little woundertul
to behold a country thus fubdued by foreipn
violence, difmembered, and apparentiy
near its diffolution ; while at the fame time,
the capital feems immerfed in pleafurcs, or
fimk in apathy and indifference.  Such a
nation cannot hope to revive, and fcarcely
excites our compafiion at its fall.

- During my ftay here, at this beautiful
feafon, I huve vifited the environs of War-
faw on every fide, with. the advanlage o®
‘Mr: Wroughton for my condu@or. They
e in general tame, flat, and devoid of

' ‘ ‘ piurefque
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picturefque or pleafing objefts. No moun-
tains, and fcarcely even any eminences are
feen. Through the midlt of the folitary
landfcape rolls the Viftula; but far inferior
in grandeur as well as in Deauty to the
Rhine, the Danube, ar the Elbe. In fome
parts it is divided by fmall iflands; in
others 1t flows in a colle@ed ftream, but
difcoloured, and in many places fhallow.
The foil, though not unfertile, is very fandy.
Hardly any marks of the vicinity of =2
metropolis prefent themfelves ; and fo thinis
the population that at a mile from the city,
a {tranger would imagine himfelf in an un-
inhabited wild. There are Teverthclefs,
many very clegant palaces or country-houfes
in i1ts neighbourhood. Among the chief,
muft be accounted the rival villas of Mon-
kotow and Powon{ki, which belong to the
two Princefles of Lubomirtka and C:zarto-
ritka, the Statira and Roxana of Poland,
who long contended for fuperiority in the
heart of Staniflaus. I was however more

pleafed
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pleafed to vifit Villanow, the fuvourite re-
fidence of the great John Sobiefki, in which
he breathed his laft. It is built in a plain,
about two leagues from Warfaw, ncar a
branch of the Viftula. The archite@ure is
elegant and grand, heving been conftructed
by an ltalian under Sobiefki’s reign; and
as it now belongs to Prince Czartoritki, it is
fill in perfe@ prefervation. 1 was particu-
larly delighted with the gardens, which,
though Jaid out in the antique tafte of the
laft century, are very princely, full of large
end venerable trees that fhed a gloom over
the walks.
. A circumftance which has furprifed me, is
not to find among the Poles, the enthufi-
aftic attachment or veneration for the
memory and charafter of John Sobiefki,
which I had expected. Perhaps, however,
on a fair examination, his countrymen may
be competent to form a much jufter eftimate
of his merit as a King, and particularly as
s Kmo' of Poland, than can be done by
firangers.
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ftrangers. They affert that his goveriment
was ftained with notorious defects, or rather
vices ; among which his avarice and rapacity
were fuch, that he was compared by them
in thefe particulars to Vefpafian. His uxori«
oufnefs became, towards the clofe of his
reign, the fubje&t of many fatirical writ-
ings and lndicrous caricatures. Nor did
the qualities of his French Queen, Mary
de la Grange d’Arquien, whofe violence and
intemperance of condut were ruinous to
her eldeft fon, juftify fuch a partiality for
her, or fubfervience in the King her huf=
band. They moreover accufe hun of havi mg
always fucrificed the true and palpable in-
terefts of his fubjefts, to thofe of his family;
whofe future elevation to the thronche pre-
ferred above every other confideration ; and
which he‘endeavoured to effe& by methods
repugnant to the laws, or fubverfive of the

conftitution, of the Polifh Republic.
Even the moft brilliant ation of his
reign, which while it elevated his charalten
-among his contemporarics, has peculiarly,
endeared
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endeared him to pofterity ; I mean the fuc-
cour that he gavein perfon to the Emperor
Leopold, when Vienna was beficged by
Cara Muftapha in 1683, is arraigned with
feverity by the Poles. They admit indeed,
that his march to the banks of the Danube,
was beneficial to the houfe of Aufiria; but
they maintain that the aét was impolitic in
itfelf, and manifeftly injurious to Poland.
¢ The Turks,” fay they, “ were obvioufly
“ at that time, as they ftill continue to be,
“ dechning in political power: had they
“ even rendered themfclves mufiers of
“ Vienna, they muft foon have cvacuated
¢ 1t, and could never have muintained a
« permanent footing in Germany.  Sobicfki
“ injudicioufly precipitated the decline and
¢ fall of the Ottoman Empire, by after-
% wards expelling the Turks from Hungary ;
% while at the fame time be laid the founda-
“ tions of the Aufirian greatnefs, by going
¢ to the Emperor’s relief. The Auftrian
b Prmccs were much more formidable ene-
 mies than the Sultans ; and we have feen
« the
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the grand-daughter of Leopold, by an
att of fignal ingratitude, as well as folly,
fearccly nincty ycars afterwards, join
with Pruffia and Ruffia to difmember
Poland. It 1is to John Sobiefki therefore
that we trace, and in fome meafure juftly
impute, our actual flate of ruin and de-
gradation. Hc afted no lefs contrary
to the interefts of his own family, when
towards the end of his life he entered
into the clofeft connexions with Leopold,
by marrying lis eldeft fon Prince James
to the Emprefs's fifter.  The indignation
and apprehenfions of his fubjeéts, alarmed
at fuch an alliance with a foreign fovereign,
induced them to refufe to perpetuate the
Crown in Sobiefki’s line. In our efti-
mate he neither merits the love of his
country, nor the admiration of forcign
nations.”

It-cannot be denied that there is fome

validity, as well as truth, in thefe accufa-
tions, of which I was not fully aware, till

after converfing with the Poles. themfelves.

We
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We muft neverthelefs oppofe to them the
.glorious vi€tory of Choczim, gained by So-
biefki over the Turks; which like that of
Thefeus over the Minotaur, extricated his
country from a deplorable ftate of humilia-
tion, and freed them from an ignominious
-tribute to the Porte. Sobiefki’s march to
the relief of Vienna, is not to be tried by
the principles of ordinary poli¢y, and fiill lefs
by its effeéts at the diftance of near a cen-
tury. In fnatching the capital and domi-
nions:of Leopold from the hands of Maho-
metans, he appeared as the champion of
civilization, of Chriftianity, and of Europc.
In that charalter we venerate and admire
him, without confidering whether he fuf-
ficiently attended to the remote interefts of
his Polith fubjets. Nor ought we to forget
his valour, his clemency, and the many
great qualities that met in his compofition.
‘At no period of time, fince the extinttion
of the houfe of Jagellon, has Poland en~
Moyed fo high a national confideration as
der his reign. - In how diftinguithed .&
B light
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light he appeared to foreign Princes his
contcmporaries, we may judge by the beha-
viour of Charles the Twelfth ; whofe admi-
ration for him was fuch, that from that
principle he would have raifed to the throne
one of Sobiefki’s fons, in preference to every
other candidate, if he Kad not been pre-
vented by infuperable obftacles. Touched
with enthufiafm, he is faid to have wept as
he ftood over Sobiefki's tomb at Cracow,
and to have exclaimed, “ So great a King
“ ought never to have died!” Thefe fats
and refleCtions, if they cannot altogether
obliterate his defefts, muft always incline
us to regard him as one of the moft illuf~
trious Princes of the laft, or of the prefent
age.

During my ftay here I have made many
inquiries relative to the * Plica Polonica,”
a diftemper not only extraordinary in itfelf,
but afferted to be peculiar to this country ;
and almof, if not abfolutely irremediable.
Tt is, I believe, unneceffary to add that the
fuat of the diforder is im- the hair, which

VOL. IL K entangles,
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‘entangles, and by degtees forms into a folid
* ‘mafs refembling a.mat; every feparate hair
becommg a bloed-vefiel, ‘or tube-of putrid
-matter. I have fecen them ftand out from
the head, or hang in ropes from it; and
nothing can be more loathfome, as well as
“ difgufting. - ‘All attempts to fhave the part,
* or to cut the hair, in however early a flage
of the difeafe fuch operations are tried,
produce either blindnefs, or maladies ftill
more fatal ; at leaft T am fo affured by every
body with whom I have converfed on the
fubject. -
- Upon the phyﬁcal caufes of the ¢ Plica,”
§ find very different opinions. Many per-
fons affert that it arifes from fome morbid,
though hitherto unafcertained qualities of
the ‘air; or water in Poland. It is certain
that the latter element is, generally fpeak-
mg, bad,: ﬂzgnam, and corrupt. But fo
it is\ likewife in many other countries of
Europe' and Afia, ‘where the « Plica” is
ainkewn: * On the whole, a more’ general,

éweli ds Tational behef is, that its rife and
' 30 * - progrefs
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~ progrefs are owing only to the horrid nutri-
ment, and inconceivable filth of the Polifh
common people. In thefe particulars they
are far worfe thran the Swedes, Ruffians, or
Hungarians. The diftemper is almoft exclu-
fively found among the loweft clafs; la-
bourers, peafants, and mendicants. It is
befides, much more frequent in the remote
provinces, than in ‘the metropolis, or its
vicinity. At Cracow, during the few days
of my ftay there, I faw many more perfons
affeCted with it in a greater or finaller de-
gree, than I have remarked in the courfe
of near eight weeks refidence at Warfaw.
Dirt, mifery, and neglett, feem to be the
only, or principal caufes of this tremendous
{courge ; which in a well adminiftered coun-
try, where the cleanlinefs, comfort, and fe-
licity of the inferior orders were objeds of
legiflative attention, might probably foon
be extirpated, or eafily cured. .

The condition of the Polith peafants is
unqueftionably very calamitous: yet, many
intelligent, humane, and impartial perfons
mth 'whom I have converfed here, affure

K 2" . me
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me, that it i3 not in fa& fo deplorable as
we are led to conceive from appearances.
They conflitute indeed a part of the eftate,
as in Ruffia, and are fold or transferred with
the land. But this humihating fervitude is
accompanied with fome circumftances, which
counterbalance, or at leaft mitigate their
lot. Every peafant, even the meaneft, is
provided by his lord with two oxen, two
horfes, and a cottage. In cafe of fire, the
houfe is rebuilt ; and if they die, the beafis
are replaced by their owner. A certain
fixed portion of their time and labour is
appropriated to their Lords, and the re-
mainder they are at liberty to convert to
“their own profit or purpefes. The number
of days defiined for their mafters, varies
in different provinces, and on different ef-
‘tates. But in none is the proportion fo
fevere or exorbitant, as not to leave them
"time fufficient to cultivate their own little
land. In fome parts of Poland, the pea-
fants often become rich, or at leaft perfeftly
eafy in their circumftences. Their peverty
and wretchednefs are not therefore, fay thefe

perfons,
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perfons, the inevitable and neceffary refult
of their condition. It arifes more from
their national and chara@eriftic indolence,
drunkennefs, and want of induftry or exer-
tion. Such are the arguments and faéls
which are here advanced. Admitting how-
ever all their force, they only prove how
infufficient is every private or partial eman-
cipatign, in order to roufe and animate
man, unlefs accompanied with the folid
blefling of civil and political liberty. While
the Polith people are altogether ftrangers to
that diftin€tion, they can never rife to their
proper rank in fociety, nor be juftly ac-
counted other than flaves. ,

I am new about to fet out for Konigf-
berg ; and if I were only to confider War-
faw as a capital, independent of any moral
or political circumftances connefted with
it, I fhould pronounce it an agreeable place.
of refidence. Its diffimilitude to other
great cities ordinarily vifited, and its re- -
mote pofition on the eaftern frontier of
Europe, render it peculiarly anobje& of . -
curiofity. In all the amufements. of a me; -’

X3 ~ tropolis, ,
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tropolis, in gaiety, pleafures, and the charms
of elegant fociety, it is fuperior in my
eftimation to Berlin, to Stockholm, er to
Copenhagen. But no portion of apathy or
indifference, can enable me to fhut my eyes
on the deplorable condition of Poland, or
even to forget its atual fituation. “ Homo
¢ {um ; nihil humani a me alienum puto.”
He who can do otherwife, muft have loft all
feelings of private compafiion, all fenfe of
national honour, elevation, and independ-
ence. The King, however amiable in his
private charafler, is only a vi€tim af fiate,
referved in all probability for new cala-
mities ; who feems defirous in the enjoy-
hent of the prefent, hour, to bury the re-
-colletion of paft misfortunes, as well as
the profpett of future evils. Powerlefs and
unfupported, he appears to refign himfelf
to his fate ; and after the convulfions which
he has witneffed, to allow himfelf to be
borne down the fiream of events, without
farther. effort for his prefervation of éxtrica-
tion. - The - nobility, thinned by years of
civil war, plundered, and 'degraded, yet
' funk
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funk in diffipation, or fold to foreign pow-
ers; excite only fentiments of concern,
blended with contempt. The inferior or-
ders are hardly objetts of pity: opprefled,
enflaved, and ftrangers to the- enlightened
love of their country, which we denomi-
nate patriotifm, thy can fuffer little by a
change of mafters: except in the fuppr&-
fion of a name, they will underso no ma-
terial alteration. In fome fenfe their con-
dition will even be ameliorated ¢ fince, what-
ever perfonal or domeftic gricvances they
may have to fupport, under their new Sove-
reigns, they will at leaft be prote&e&'
againft foreign depredation or invafion.

Thefe are the melancholy reflections which:
the prefent ftate of Poland neceflarily ex-é
cites. Its difmemberment can only be eon-
fidered as the prelude to its total ditfolution ;
but time alonc can afcertain when, and in
what manner, fo great an event will be ac-'
complithed. My next letter will probably.
be dated from Dantzic or Thorn. ° |

K4 .
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LETTER XXIL

Journey from Warfaw to Konigfoerg —Compa-

erifon of Konigfoerg and Berlin—Slate of
Dantzic—Defcription of Thorn.—Particu-
lars refpedting Copernicus.— Journey from

" Thorn tp Breflaw.—Remarks on that city,
and on Siléfia.

Bresvaw, September 15, 1778.

APTER a ftay of near two months at

Warfaw, I left it on the 28th of
July, for Konigfberg ; but as no pofis are
eftablithed through that part of Poland, it
was requifite to hire feven horfes to con-
duct us to Willenberg, the firft Pruffian
town, all of which were drove and -ma-
naged by a fingle poftilion. I quitted War-
faw with a mixture of pleafure and of re-
‘gret. Its fociety and amufements might
vgreeably detain a firanger, if their impref:
R A fien
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fion were not counteratted, and in a great
meafure effaced, by the national mifery and
degradation to which he is hourly a wit~
nefs. It charatterizes every thing in Po-
land, and purfued me to the frontiers. On
the evening of my departure from Warfaw,
at only a few leagues diftant, 1 lay down,
more from neceffity than choice, in a
wretched hovel inhabited by Jews. There
I pafied the night, ftretched on dirty ftraw,
among ducks, pigs, Poles, and Jewefles;
devouréd by vermin, and unable to fleep
on account of the heat, as well as the fmells
which annoyed me. :

I reached the borders of Pruffia on the
following day, and arrived at Konigfberg,
after a tedious, as well as fatiguing journey,
on the firft of Auguft. The accommoda-~
tions in the inns, or poft houfes, are nearly
fimilar to thofe of Poland, But in all re-
{peéis elfe, the tranfition from one country
to the other is a pleafing one, and cannot
fail to firike the moft carelefs obferver. If
F rederic opprefles and impoverithes, be at

leaft
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leaft extends protection to his fubjedts, and
allows no inferior tyrants to plunder them.
In Poland, the impotence of the govern-
ment, and the unreftrained prerogatives of
the nobility, fpread univerfal ruin. I was
furprifed at the fertility, cultivation, and
population of the greater part of the terri-
tortes of his Pruffian Majefty through
which I paffed. At the beginning of the
prefent century, Pruffia was almoft a defart,
ravaged by the plague, and nearly without
inhabitants. Frederic Willilam, the late
King, however fevere and almoft ferocious
he was in his private charaéter, yet, with a
policy equally enlightened and humane, re-
fiored its profperity by remitling the taxes,
and by timely donations of money to the
people. His fon, the great Frederic, though
endowed with a mind more enlarged, -and
with views in many refpefls more elevated,
has not followed the example. During the
whole courfe of his reign, it is certain that
he has manifefted a diflike for this part of
his dominions, which he never dcigns ta-
) vifit
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vifit in perfon, and towards. which he even
exprefles a fort of alienation. While he
never fails annually to infpe&t Silefie, and
the newly acquired provinces on either fide
of the Viftula, he difdainfully averts his
eyes {rom the kingdom and peopie of Pruf-
fia. They feel as fubfe&s and as men, this
partiality. More than twenty years have
elapfed, fince he laft honoured them by his
prefence.

Konigtberg, like Mofcow and Prague, is
only a capital in name, not the refidence
of a Court. It poffeffes neverthelefs many
points of fuperiority above Berlin or Potz-
dam, neither of which cities can .compare
with it in the advantages of foil and local
pofition. The river Pregel, upon which
Konigfberg is built, exceeds in magnitude
the Havel and the Spree, as much as the
furrounding country excels in beauty and
fertlhty the barren. fands of Brandenburg.
By the Pregel, Konigfberg communicates, at
a few miles below the city, with the Bal-
tic; end its vicinity to the Ruffian pro-

vinces,
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vinces, particularly Livonia, enables it to
‘maintain the clofeft relations, either hofiile
. or amicable, with Peterfburgh. Behind it
Lie the northern provinces of Poland, many
of whofe moft valuable produttions are ex-
ported from Koniglberg. Berlin, as well
as Potzdam, on the contrary, are deftitute
of commerce, and derive their principal
fupport from the prefence of the Sovereign.
It muft however be admitted, that thefe
difadvantages are in fome meafure compen-
" fated by the central fituation of the prefent
capital. The Pruffian dominions extend
wrregularly, with fome intervals, from the
. Rhine and the German ocean on the welt,
" 1o the frontiers of Courland and Lithuania.
Berlin is likewife undoubtedly better calcu-
Tated for keeping up a prompt communica-
tion with the Courts of London, Paris, and
the Hague; as well as for watching every
movement of the Cabinet of Vienna, and ex-
tending timely proteétion or affiftance to the
members of the Germanic Syftem. We
may thqrefofe confider it as highly impro.

bable,
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bable, that the feat of government will
ever be transterred from Brandenburg to
Pruffia.

Continuing my journey through Elbmw
and Marlcnbm g, L arrived at Dantzic, where
I found my friend Mr. Wroughton, who
after a refidence of ncar feventecn years at
Warfaw, was about to embark for Stock-
holm, being fent as Minifter at that Court.
His parting interview with Staniflaus was
not unaccompanied with tears on both fides,
and with the moft melancholy prefuges of
impending futurity. They are but too well
juftitied by the pofition and profpeéts of
that unfortunate Prince. Dantze, fituated
near the mouth of the Viftula, in the moft
delicious country, and in the happicft pofi-
tion for trade, excites at prefent only fenfu-
tions of concern and commiferation. It is
evidently much declined in population, in-
duftry, and riches, fince I laft vifited it,
only four years ago. Frederic holds it clofely
invefted, though without the oftenfible ap-
pearance of hoftility ; and there can be

little
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Tittle queftion, that the blockade will finally
compel the inhabitants to furrender on

terms, if not at difcretion. They fll in-

deed, nourifh hopes of interpofition from

Catharine, who naturally cannot fee without

jealoufy, fuch an addition made to the po-
hitical and commercial power of the King of

Pruffia. But he has always found means,

either by terror or by conciliation, to mol-

1ify, and even to difarm the Court of Peterf-

burgh. Malfter of the Viftula, above and

below the city of Dantzc; poffefled of the

fuburbs ; and gently, but {yftematically

coercing the place, he has already deftroyed

its commerce in a great degree. The pe-

riod of its political extinétion may, like

that of Poland, be haftened or protratted

from many caufes: but I fhould incline to

fuppofe, that it cannot be very diftant.

There is no objeé& of acquifition or aggran-

dizement, upon which Frederic has kept his

eye more invariably fixed; and there are

few within- his grafp, which will, when ac-
'komphihed ‘contribute more to increafe his
impor-
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importance in the fcale of the Bultic and
European powers.

In my journey from Dantzic to Thorn,
where I arrived on the 5th of this month,
I had an opportunity of viewing the rich
and valuable tra&t of country, which Fre-
deric has acquired by the partition of Po-
land. It extends chiefly along the banks
of the Viftula, almoft from the gates of one
city, to thofe of the other; and no portion
of the north of Europe, Livonia not ex-
cepted, 1s fuperior to it in fertility of foil.
Nearly at the fouthern termination ftands
Thorn, as Dantzic is placed at the other
extremity to the north. Both Cities have
been hitherto fpared by his Pruffian Ma-
jefty ; but it is only a refpite, the refult of
policy, not of modetation. Thorn, which
was founded by the Teutonic knights in the
thirteenth century, long continued free,
under the profeétion, not the dominion, of
Poland. It divided with Dantzic the trade
of all the interior provinces of that coun-
try: and was, during the flourifhing pe-

riods
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rieds of its government, fo rich as well as
_powerful, that the city maintained a body
of three thoufand regular troops in con-
ftant pay. At prefent, the military force is
dwindled to a hupdred foldiers. Forty
Ruflians, commanded by an enfign, have
Likewife been recently admitted into the
place ; chiefly with a view of preventing the
Pruffians from making any attack by open
violence. Frederic will however probably
attain, by more indirect and artful gradas
tions, the obje& of his ambition. He
knows how to reduce the city, without em«
ploying artillery, or the formality of a fiege.
He has already feized on the tcrritory of
. Thorn, ftraitened the accefs to it, and effecs
’tually confifcated their revenues, by ereéts
ing cuftom-houfes on the Viftula, which levy
exorbitant duties on every article of im
portation or exportation. In faét, depopu-
lation and decay are vifible in every fireet.
ﬁnce 1772 the inhabitants have diminifhed
third part, from fifteen to ten thoufand ;
%ﬁd they are fiill annually decreafing. Ex-
pofiulations
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‘poftulations and reclamations are vain
againft force. While Englaﬁd,- Holland,
and Ruffia are paffive, Poland cannot pro-
teft itfelf. In a few years, according to all
appearance, Thorn will be fwallowed up in
the Pruffian Monarchy.

“Whatever may be its political fate, the
name of Thorn will alwass recall to the
mind a man, whofe deep refeidrches afcer-
tained the principle, only furmifed by an-
tiquity, upon which refts the Newtonian
fyftem of philofophy. Nicholas Copernicus,
or Kopernic, has immortalized the place of
his birth and refidence. Every particular
relative to him excites curiofity ; and after
vifiting his houfe, as well as his tomb, I
cndeavoured to obtain fome information
concerning his family. It is not a little re~
markable, that fo fublimea dlfcqvery fhould
have originated in a part of Europe the moft
obfcure, and hardly civilized ; while it.
efcaped the finer genius of Italy, and of
-,F'rance Though a part of s the building .

' YOL..II. L hag
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has been defiroycd by fire, the chamber is
4till religioufly preferved, in which Coper-
nicus was born. His remains are buried
under a flat ftone, ip one of the fide aifles
of the moft ancient church of Thom.
Above, 1s erefted a fmall monument, on
which is painted a half-length portrait of
him. The face is that of a man dechned
in years, pale and thin; but therc is in the
expreflion of the countenance, fomething
which pleafes, and conveys the idea of in-
telligence. His hair and eyes are black,
his hands joined in prayer, and he is habited
in the drefs of a prict. Before him is a
crucifix, at his foot a fkull, and behind
appear a globe and compafs. e died in
1543 ; and when expiring, is fuid to have
confefled himfelf, as long and uniform tra-
dition reports, in the following Latin verfes,
which are inferibed on the monument.
They demonfirate that when near his dif-
folution, all cares or inquiries, cxcept thofe
of a religious' mature, had ceafed to atfed,
‘otto agitate him.

# Nowr
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« Non parem Pauli gratiam requiro, '
« Veniam Petri neque posco ; sed quam
*¢ In crucis ligno dederat latroni,
“ Scdulus oro.”

Monficur Luther de Geret, counfellor of

the fenate of Thorn, furnithed me with
fome information relative to the illuftrious
perfon in queftion; and as fo little is
afcertained of his origin or family, it
merits to be preferved. ¢ The father of
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Kopernic was a ftranger, from what part
of Europe is totally unknown. He
fettled here as a merchant, and the ar-
chives of the city prove that he obtained
the freedom of Thorn in 1462. It feems
clear that he muft have been in opulent-
circumftances, and of confideration; not-
only from the liberal education which he
beftowed upon his fon, but from the rank:
of his wife. Shec was fifter of Luca Wat-
zelrode, bifhop of Ermeland, a prelate
defcended from one of the moft illuftrious
familics of Polith Pruffia. The name of
the father, as well as of the fon; was’

! L2 . ¢ Nijchplas.
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Nicholas. To the patronage of his ma-
ternal uncle, the great Copernicus was
indebted for his ecclefiaftical promotions;
being made a prebend of the church of
St. John at Thorn, and a canon of the
church of Frawemberg in the diocefe of
Ermeland. Of his private life we know
little. He did not refide here altogether,
nor did he die here; his body having been
brought to Thorn for fepulture from
Ermeland, where he expired. A dyfen-
tery, accompanied with a partial palfy,
produced his death. In his charafler, as
well as in all his deportment, he was mo-
deft, diffident, and religious. It is not
either known or believed that he left
behind him any natural children. But
the family continued to refide here, as
appears by a manufcript chronicle ftill
exifling, in which 1t i1s mentioned, that
¢ On the 11th of Auguft 1601, died Mar-

i Kopernic, barber, of. the kindred and
ﬁtenty of Nicholas Kopernic; a young
‘man, unmarried and wealthy, of an apo-
19 “ ple®ic



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 149
“ plettic fit, at his garden in the fuburbs.’
¢ In his perfon we apprehend the name to
¢ have become totally extin&.”

The Viftula oppofite to Thorn, is broad,
and acrofs it extends a bridge, over which
I pafied on my journey to this city. All
Europe, I believe, cannot produce fuch
‘another, it being compofed entirely of loofe
planks placed on wooded piles or pillars,
at a confiderable height above the water.
There 1s no fort of railing or fence on
either fide; and though exceedingly long,
it is fo narrow that two carriages cannot
poffibly pafs in any part. So loofe indeed
are the boards, and fo frail is its conftruc-
tion, that it is impoffible to drive over 1t
without thuddering. Our firft day’s jour-
ney from Thorn, lay through the newfy ace-
quired dominions of his Pruffian Majetty,
which, previous to the partition of Poland,
conflituted part of the province of Cujavia.
But, fo unafcertained are the limits of thefe
recently fequeftered territories, and fo de-
firous is Frederic of extending and enlarg~

L3 ng
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ing them, that it is difficult, if not im-
pofiible, to know what are their boundaries.
His troops have either advanced or re-
ceded, during.the laft fix years, as the re-
clamations of the Court of Peterfburgh
‘have been firong or gentle. I pafitd through
various villages which had been occupied
by by the Pruffians, and afterwards reftored
to Poland. But the fate of that unhappy
country is not yet finally decided.

Entering next day the Palatinate of
Gnefna, which is full avowedly fubjet
to Staniflaus, we rcached a town called
Chercova, towards eyening, where with the
utmoft difficulty I procured a miferable
room and bed. No pofts being here efta-
blithed, we were obliged to hire fix very
indifferent horfes belonging to Jews, con-
ducted by two Poles, who more refembled
favages than poftilions, in their attire, The
morning was very rainy, and we had fcarcely
advanced a league from Chercova, when,
in crofiing a bridge compofed of loofe planks,
like that of Thorn, the drivers not having

16 exaétly
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exaltly taken the middle, the boards tilted
up, and precipitated us into the fiream. It
was fortunately rather a torrent than a niver,
and as the difiance was neither confiderable,
nor the depth great, we foon made ourefcape
out of the carriage. The glaffes and one
of the wheels were broken by the violence
of the fall; nor was it till after a confider-
able time, that with the aflifiance of feveral
pcafants, the chaife was agamn raifed up,
and we proceeded flowly towards the next
town. But the horfes having tired in the
midft of a wood, where the fund reached
ncarly to the axle-trees, after many ineffec-
tual efforts, 1L became neceffary to fend a
fervant for affiftance. He returned in an
hour, bringing freth horfes, which drew us
to Juroczin, where we dried ourfelves, and
found fome refrelhment at an inn kept by
Jews ; a race of people to whom, notwith-
ftanding their extortion, travellers are under
the greateft obligation, while pafling'through
this inhofpitable portion of Europe. At
Cajmin, the town in which we remained

L 4 : during
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during the night, neither furniture, beds,
nor provifions were to be procured in the
ann, if fuch it could properly be called ;
and we were glad to lie down on the floor,
littered with clean firaw.

Having reached the Silefian frontiers on
the enfuing morning, we gladly quitted
Poland ; a country in which it is difficult to
imagine, or to exaggerate, the extent as
well as variety of human wretchednefs!
Breflaw is a fine city, hardly inferior in
population to Warfaw; and if we except
the palaces which arc to be found in the
Polith capital, far fuperior to it in regularity,
beauty, and the marks of opulence or
civilization. Frederic, who knows its im-
pportance, has adopted every art in order to
engage the affeCtions of the inhabitants;
and to obliterate, or infenfibly efface, their
ancient predileflion in favor of the Houfe
of Auftria. He never fails to vifit them
snnually, diftributes favors among them,
and has conftrufled cazernes, with a view
to relieve the citizens from the inconvenie

ence
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ence of lodging his foldiery. But it is
on the tenure of arms, that he refts his beft
hopes of the fecurity and prefervation of
Silefia. In time of peace, a garrifon of
eight battalions is ufually maintained in
Breflaw. At prefent, when he 1s engaged
in perfon at the head of his forces in Bohe-
mia, he has left only about four thoufand
men in this city; an evident proof how
little apprehenfion he entertains that the
Auftrians will attempt to inveft it, or that
they can undertake to reconquer Silefia.
I am juft returned from looking at the fpot
rendered memorable by the battle of Bref
law, in November 1757, which was fought
partly in a plain without the place, and
partly in the fuburbs of St. Nicholas. In-
deed, the whole furrounding country has
been fertilized with human blood, in the
courfe of the contefl between Auftria and
Pruffia, for this valuable and extenfive
province. ‘ ‘

* To-marraw I fet out for Drefden,
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LETTER XXIIL

Ajpett of Drefden, and jecurity of that capital.
—Benefils refulting to Saxony from the Pruf-
fan alliance.—Journey from Breflawe to Dref-
den.— Evamination of the campaign of 1778.
—Juftification of the King of Pruffia’s military
plan.—Anecdotes of that Monarch.— His
retreal to Schalzlar.—Entrance of Prince
Ilen y into Bohemia.—Ie retires inlo Sarony.
wState of the Prince and his army, at the
clofe of the campaign,

Daisves, October 8, 1778.

IT is fearcely poffible 1o recognize this
city, wlich 1 quitted laft November,
or to conccive the change produced in it
by a few months. ~Drefden then enjoyed
profound tranquility ; and the inhabitants,
engaged m all the amufements or occupa-
tions of Peace, looked forward.to the pro-

bable
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bable continuance of a long repofe. Now,
every thing announces war, and the place is -
converted into a garrifon. Nothing can be
more {jriking than the tranfition ; nothing
more animating than the fcene. Pruflian
huflfars and Saxon Cuiraflfeers, mixed with
cavalry, infantry, and dragoons, croud the
fircets. The inns and private houfes are
filled with prifoners and hofiages, moftly
from Bohemia, who occupy the apartments
to the very roof. Even the ludies talk only
of war, and difcufs or criticife the military
operations of the campaign, with no fmdﬂ
ability.

If we except, however, the general fer--
.mentation produced by fo great and’ unex-.
peted an event, together with fome aug-
mentation of the public expence, neceflarily
refulting from an increafed military eftu-
blithment; Drefden has not hitherto ¢x-
perienced any of the calamities ufually at-
tendant on, or charaeniftic of war. The
Elettor goes out to hunt, as ufual, at Mo-

ntzbu ; parties of pleafure are made at
feveral



156 MEMOIRS OF THE
feveral leagues diflant, without the flighteft
-apprehenfion of danger from the Auftrians ;
and all the environs of the capitul wre pro-
teCled from mfult or devaftation. A fmall
‘party of Croats, who fwum acvofs the Elbe
above the city, fome days-ago, and who as
“haftily repafied the river again into Bohe-
mia, are the only encimies that have yet
appeared. If fo extraordinary a degree of
proteltion and fecurity, at a moment like
the prefent, does not prove, as it would
feem to do, the wifdom of the Govern-
ment : it certainly demounfirates the fupe-
rior advantage refulting to Saxony from an
- alliance with Pruftia, rather than with Auf-
tria.© Only twenty-two years ago, at the
- commencement of the great war of 1756,
before hoftilities began, all Saxony was
- over-run by Frederic’s troops. The elec-
torate was ravaged, the capital bombarded
and plundered, the King of Poland driven
. frozn - his hereditary dominions to take re-
- fuge at Warfaw, and his army ignominioufly
made prifoners of war at Pirna; while the
' imperial
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imperial forces were reduced to be fpeéla-
tors of - thefe difufters, which they could
neither prevent nor revenge.

At prefent, the fame Prince who formerly
humbled and cannonaded Drefden, extends
to it complete proteflion. The gates are
confided to Pruffian troops; the money of
Brandenburgh 1s current in all payments or
contraéts ; and the moft perfett cordiality
fubfifis between the two fovereigns, as well
as between their refpetive fubjecis.  The
name of Irederic, fo long held m execra-
tion thronghout this country, which bled
under his oppreffion, is now pronounced
with veneration. They feem only to re-
member his valor, fkill, and military re-
putation. All the animofitics of former
reigns are now done away by prefent necef-
fity ; and at a time when the campuign 1s
rapidly drawing to a clofe, only a few pre-
datory incurfions have difturbed the interior
tranquillity of Saxony.

. So ineftimable an advantage is not how-
ever to be wholly afcribed either to the fu-
perior
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periar altivity and energy of Frederic; or
ftill lefs to any incapacity, tardinefs, or in-
ferior military ability in the Auftrian com-
manders. It refults in a great degree from
the nature of the country itfelf, and the
local pofition of Drefden in particular.
Though this capital is fituated within a very
few leagues of the Bohemian frontiers, yet
as Saxony is bounded by mountains and
defiles towards Bohemia, the approaches are
diflicult, hazardous, and either impeded by
fnows during many months of the year, or
eafily defended againft an invader. On the
contrary, notwithftanding the portion of
territory by which Berlin and Drefden are
feparated, exceeds a hundred miles in ex-
tent; the intermediate country is almoft
all flat, open, und indefenfible, except by a
fuperior army, at the rifk of a general en-
gagement. Happily theretore for Saxony,
policy and intereft have dittated at the pre-
fent moment, a clofe alliance with Prufiia ;
whiofe Sovereign now appears as the cham-
pion of the Germanic fyflem and liberties
- ’ ‘ againft
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againft Auftrian innovation ; while he is the
peculiar advocate of Saxony, the Electrefs
Dowager being fifter and allodial heirefs to
the late Ele€tor of Bavaria. We may how-
ever venture fafely to affert, that while the
prefent political order of things, and the
prefent balance of power remain unchanged
in Germany; no advantages wlich the
court of Vienna can hold out or offer to
Saxony, will ever compenfate for the mif-
fortunes almoit neceffarily refulting from a
rupture with Pruffia. This is a truth of
which the prefent wife Elettor, infirutted
by his grand-father’s experience and cala-
mities, feems to have the fulleft conviction.

I arrived here on the 19th of laft month,
after crofling a fine part of Silefia, and the
whole Province of Lufatia, which latter
country belongs to Saxony, and is in every
refpett one of the moft beautiful of the
German Empire. They derive additional
charms, from the contraft which every vil-
lage and every cottage prefent to thofe of
Poland. At Parchwitz, a little town in

‘ - Sicfia,
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Silefia, we were only about twelve leagues
from the great Pruffian army, under the
King’s command, in Bohemia : but Frederic
neither permits vifitors, nor accepts volun«
teers. The Englith are particularly ob-
noxious to him; and it is certain that he
has never fincerely loved the nation, at any
period of his reign, however policy or nc-
ceflity may have driven him, under peculiar
circumftances, to form alliances with Great
Britain. He has not forgotten the unpaid
fubfidy of 1762; and he deprecates, not
without fome reafon, the animadverfions or
criticifms which foreigners of our defcrip-
tien, might prefume to pafs upon his mili-
tary plans and conduct. “ Je ne veux pas
“ de chambre bafle au milieu de mon ars
“ mée,” faid he, in reply to an application
made him lately, to permit fome Englifh
officers to ferve as volunteers in his camp.
Perhaps, if we rightly confider the matter,,
he cannot juftly be blamed for his determi«
~nation on this point.
© Silefia and Lufatio are claffic ground in
L modern

&

Sy
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modern hiftory, and may not improbably
form the fcene of fome future epic poem, of
which Frederic will be the hers, and his
viGtories or dangers the principal fubje&.
It is impofiible not to have him conftantly
prefent to the mind and imagination, while
travelling from Breflaw to Drefden. As
well might we vifit the Troade, without
recalling HeGor or Achilles, at every ftep.
We drove acrofs the plain of Liffa, where
he completely defeated the Auftrians under
Prince Charles of Lorrain, in Decembet
1757 ; and over that of Lignitz, where he
extricated himfelf at one of the moft peri~
lous moments of the laft war, in Auguft
1760. Surrounded by three great armies,
and apparently on the very point bf extinc-
tion, it was only by routing Laudohn, that
he there preferved his crown and life. At
the end of twenty years, it is curious to
behold him and his brother Henry, again
oppofed almoft on the fame ground, to the
fame Generals, Lacy and Laudohn. Near
Bautzen in Lufatia, I left at a fmall diftance,
* VOL. IT. M the
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the heights memorable for the defeat of
Hohkirchen in 1758, where Marfhal Keith
was killed. How many penfive reflettions
muft neceffarily arife in the mind of his
Pruffian Majefty, when he reviews, as he
now does, the theatre of his carly prowefs!
With what fenfations muft he not revifit the
fcene of his alternate triumphs and defeats !
How frequently muft he behold in idea, the
numerous commanders who perifhed in his
quarrel, and over whofe graves he is ac-
tually contending in the evening of his
reign! After efcaping unhurt from fo. many
perils, he is now leading to battle the
grandfons of thofe, who fought and con-
quered under his ftandard at Mollwitz.

. Drefden appears to me fiill more agree-
able on this fecond vifit, than at the firft:
the environs are beautiful, far furpaffing in
picturefque fcenery, even tbofe of Vienna.
They form a ftriking contraft to the tame
depopulated expanfe which invefts Warfaw,
and not lefs fo to the fterile fands that fur-

round Berlin and Potzdam. But indepen-
17 dent
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teént of local fiperiorities, other circum<’
ftances render it at present the moft interefi-
ing place of refidence in Europe. The
vicinity of four great armies; the number
of officers of rank whio are cortinually paf-
fing through the city; its fituation, at fo
inconfiderable a diftance from the theatre of-
war, that every event which happens in
either camp, is khown here m a few hours
afterwards : all thefe things make it far
more amufing than either Berlif or Vienna,
which by their more remote pofition know
little except from report. Here;, every
movement and every aftion are canvaffed '
with equal fréedom and acutenefs. Con«
verfation and fociety derive animation from
the fcene performing before us; and I fee
nothing in Drefden which feems to have
efcaped the contagion, unlefs perhaps it be
the EleCtor himfelf.

Infinite are the {peculatiohs, and vatious
the opinions; on the paft campaign ;- for
fuch it may row, I believé, be tefmed, as -
the twp Pruffian‘afmies aré already retim&g,
R Me ' or :
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or retired out of Bohemia, and the military
operations are at an end. It is not proba-
ble that the Auftrians, who have hitherto
fyftematically acted on the defenfive, will
fuddenly chunge their plan, and purfue the
retreating enemy into Saxony. Certainly
no campaign in the courfe of the prefent
century, has more difappointed expeétation,
produced fewer events, or been attended
with fo inconfiderable an effufion of blood.
There are not wanting perfons here, who
criticife the King of Pruffia’s and Prince
Henry’s conduét, with extreme feverity.
They fay, the great Frederic in 1778, is
no more himfelf, than was Prince Eugene
in 1734. They accufe him of wanting en-
terprize, of fearing to commit his reputa-
tion to hazard, and of allowing his troops
to wafte away in inaflion. “ After pafling
“ many months,” fay they, * in remon-
“ ftrances and delays relative to the Bava-
“¢ rian fucceffion, which he ought to have
“ employed in arms, and thereby giving
* the Auftrians time to prepare for his re-

“ ception,
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ception, he at length "enters Bohemia.
What has he done? Has he opened a
way to Prague? Has he given battle to
Jofeph the Second? Did he vanquith the
obftacles oppofed to his jun&ion with
Prince Henry? No! He could not effe&®
any one of thefe objefts. ~After ravaging
and defolating fome of the northern circles
of Bohemia, from which he has only car-
ried off a few hoflages; he and his bro-
ther, alike fruftrated in all their views,
have already fallen back upon Saxony and
Silefia. Far from attacking the enemy’s
lines, behind the Elbe, at Konigingratz,
as he did at Prague, at Torgau, and on
fo many other occafions, during the great
war of feven ycars ; we have neither fecn
a fiege, nor even witneffed a fkirmifh
which deferves the name.” The campaign
is clofed ; and the Emperor, who never
yet was prefent at a ba.ttle, nor beheld
an army, except at the ceremony of a
rev. xevs, has foxled and obtained a nega-
tive viGtory, over the greateﬁ comman-'

. i 3 ’ 46 dem
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“ ders of the prefent age. If the Prince
“ Royal had led on the Pruffians, we
¢ fhould have been more fuccefsful, and at
¢ leaft we {fhould have given battle to the
“ enemy. Frederic has furvived himfelf!
“ Ce n'eft plus que 'ombre du grand Fre-
¢ deric,” as he himfelf in his Memoirs, has
“ faid of Prince Eugene in his laft cam-
“ paign. He is no longer the fame attive
¢ hero who fought at Rafbach, at Torgau,
¢ and at Cunerfdorf.”

Such are the animadverfions paflfed on
his conduét, by thofe who cenfure the pre-
fent campaign. I confefs that the faéts and-
arguments are at firlt fight calculated to
make an impreflion; but on examination
they will be found, in my opinion, no lefs
unjuft than unmerited. It is true that the
campaign, which has been fterile in great
events, offers nothing Drilliant to the ima-~
gination. Frederic has neither atchieved
the conqueft of Bohemia, nor the capture
of P I will even admit that his an-

y by compelling him to retire into
his
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his own dominions, has acquired a degree
of reputation at his expence. But allow-
ing thefe principles, where has been the
want of ability, enterprize, or ardour, in
his Pruffian Majefty? Let us examine dif-
paffionately.

The war originates in the feizure of a part
of Bavaria by the Court of Vienna, upon
very problematical groundsof right or juftice.
If Frederic had not remonftrated ; if he had
inftantly invaded Bohemia or Moravia, as
he did in 1756, inftead of fending reclama-
tions and manifeftos to Maria Therefa, he
might probably have acquired more laurels;
but he certainly would not have proved to
his fubjefts and to all Europe, that he is
animated by no other motive than the pro-
teCtion of -the Germanic liberties. Such a
caufe, and fuch a conviftion, outweigh in
their effet upon mankind, the moft brilliant
victory. After fully demonfirating his mo-
deration and anxious wifh for peace, he at
length has recourfe to arms, Entering Bo-
hemia on the Silefian quarter, he advances

M 4 ' into
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into the kingdom, and finds Jofeph the Se-
cond, with Lacy at his fide, entrenched
behind the Elbe, in an inaccefiible camp,
on the heights of Konigingratz; having
under his command not lefs than a hundred
thoufand foldiers. Prince Henry of Pruffia
penetrates at the fame time into Bohemia
on another quarter, where he meets Laus
dohn advantageoufly pofted, who impedes
his further progrefs, or his approach to-
wards the King. Jofeph on his part de-
clines, and even prohibits all offenfive or
hazardous operations, with the mofl unre-
mitting folicitude, though far fuperior to
; the Pruffians in force. Flanked by Laudohn
on his left, and by Haddick on his right,
while he was fupplied with provifions from
his own dominions in his rear; how could
Frederic, under fuch difadvantages, and at
every pofiible rifk, force the Emperor to g
general aBtion? That he did not want the
inclination, had it béen prafticable without
the greateft temerily,. is inconteftible, fince
he made every effort for the purpofe, -hut

in
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in vain. The Emperor’s.determination ta
bear all infults, even to fee his provinces
ravaged and ranfomed, rather than hazard
an engagement, was fyftematic and infuper-
able.

About the middle of Auguft, while Fre-
deric was encamped at Jaromirz in Bohemia,
he rode out one morning with his nephew,
the Hereditary Prince of Brunfwic, in order
to reconnoitre the enemy’s pofition, and to
Jjudge whether there was no means of com-
pelling the Auftrians to a battle. “ Eh
“ bien, mon neveu,” faid he, after long
cxamining their camp with his glafs at his
eye, “ qu'en dites vous? N’y a til pas
“ moycn d’attaquer ces gens la?”—* Oui,
¢ Sire” anfwered the Prince, “ il y a bien
“ moyen; et je rcpondrai 3 votre Majeflé .
¢ de forcer les lignes, et d'entrer dans les
¢ tranchées l'epée 2 la main. Nous rem-
¢ porterons la vi€toire; mais la moitié de
“ votre armée fera flambée.” The King
was too wift to with to purchafe even vilory
at fo dear a rate, which, befides the vaft .

effufion
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effufipn of blood, muft have mcapac1tated him
for effeClually profiting of it in an enemy’s

country, Content with having cooped up
and immured the Imperial army in their
camp, though fuperior in numbers to his
own; after having fubfifted his troops for
two months at the expence of Bohemia,
finding it impoffible to furmount the impe-
diments to a junétion with his brother, he
gave orders to fall back to Schatzlar, near
the frontiers of Silefia.

Never was retreat condu&ted with more
confummate fkill, It was, by the univerfal
teftimony of Pruffian and Saxon officers,
the trinmph of the military art; every
movemernt having been made with the ac.
curacy of machinery, unaccompanied by

bhurry, embarrafiment or confufien, Lacy
'vamly attempted to take advantage of the
King’s fituation, by attacking his rear: not
a man was loft in his retreat, nor the flighteft
-advantage gained over the Pruffian troops,
The Prince Royal of Pruffia eminently dif-

tinguithed himfelf on the occafion; and
Frederic
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Frederic was fo charmed with the difplay of
cool intrepidity, joined to military talents
in his conduét, that forgetting his ufual
coldnefs towards the Heir Apparent, he em-
braced him in prefence of all the Generals.
“ Vous n'eftes plus mon neveu,” faid he,
“ vous eftes aujourd’huy mon fils.” At
Schatzlar the King ftill continued to main-
tain himfelf feveral weeks, in defiance of
the Auftrians; defolating the northern cir-
cles of Bohemia, and carrying off contri-
butions. He is now fallen back into his
own dominions, or into thofe of Saxony,
where he remains ; and from whence, thould
the war continue, he will be able to open
the campaign early in the enfuing fpring,
under more favourablé circumftances.

After this fhort, but accurate ftatement,
I leave you to decide, whether his enemies
can juftly compare him to Prince Eugene
in his decline, or affert with reafon, that he
has furvived his talents. Let us now exa-
mine, Prince Henry's conduét, who com-
manded the other Pruffian army ; and whoy
B . on
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on entering the territories of the enemy,
found infuperable obftacles to his progrefs,
or to his effeCting a junétion with the King.
So completely had the Auftrians ofcupied
the pafies, by which alone it was fuppofed
he conld penetrate into Bohemia, that they
confidered it impoffible for him to overcome
the difficulties in his way. It was only by
profiting of their confidence in their own
ftrength and precautions, as well as by
movergents equally rapid, mafterly, and un-
expetted, that he entered the circle of Leut-
meritz, through defiles either unknown to
the Aufirians themfelves, of regarded by
them as impervious to a body of troops.
By this able maneuvre, he made prifoners
a corps of fourteen hundred men ftationed
at Gabel, chiefly Italians, who were fur-
prized at finding themfelves invefted and
captured, before they knew or fufpeéted tha
approach of an enemy.

Prince Henry, while advancing towarda
Prague, was neverthelefs obliged to contend
with 1mped1ments in themfelves almoft in+

furmountable
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furmountable. Laudohn, and Prince Charles
Lichtenftein, who were oppofed to him,
aftonithed that he had rendered abortive
all their precautions, fell back, and allowed
him to reach Budin. During the march,
he remained for three days feparated from
his artillery ; a circumftance of which if the
Imperial Generals had been apprized, they
doubtlefs might have attacked him with
almoft a certainty of fuccefs. Laudohn,
probably by the Emperor’s immediate di-
rection, contented himfelf with adopting a
defenfive "plan, calculated to check - the
Prince’s further progrefs. In order to at-
tain this end, he occupied a campt at Mun+
chengratz, fo firong as to be inattackable ;
and fo fituated, as while it effe€tually co-
vered the capital of Bohemia, to cut off all
means of junétion; or even of communica-
tion, between the King and his brother.
Of the numerous couriers who were fent
under every poffible difguife, from one. to
the other, fuch was the vigilance of Lau-
dohn, thatpone ver fucceeded in reaching’
o - ‘ . . ‘ hb
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his defination, or conveying the flighteft

ntelligence of their mutual operations.
Thus foiled in his endeavours to form a
Junétion with the great Pruffian army com-
manded by Frederic, and unable to force
Laudohn in his lines, or to turn his flank:
Prince Henry had no refoujce except to
retire out of Bohemia. He has done fo
‘unmolefled by the enemy, and ycfierday
reached Gifhibel, a village belonging to
Saxony, not far from Pirna. The difficul-
ties with which he had to ftruggle in his re-
treat, arifing from the badnefs of the roads,
the mountainous nature of the country, and
the advanced feafon of the year, were fuch
as could only have been furmounted by
equal fortitude, perfeverance, and fkill. But,
how a general fuch as we know Laudohn to
be, fo quick to perceive, and fo rapid to
profit of the errors or embarrafiments of his
adverfary, fhould have allowed the Prince
to evacuate Bohemia, without falling upon
his rear, we are here at a lofs to conceive.
It is certain that we do not recognize in his
late
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late condu&, the decifion and velocity that
charafterized him at Glatz, at Landfhut,
and on fo many other occafions where he
has immortalized himfelf. Encumbered as
Prince Henry was with baggage, and drag-
ging after him a train of heavy artillery, it
would have been almoft impoffible to pre-
vent fome lofs or difafter. He has carried
off immenfe contributions, and has filled
this city with hoftages or prifoners of war.
I will not however attempt to deny or to
conceal, that fome degree of diffatisfaction
is known to exift between Frederic and his
brother, who partly impute to each other
the failure of more complete fuccefs in their
operations. It is likewife faid, that the
King highly difapproves the fpirit of play
which has pervaded the camp, and even the
tent of the Prince. We know that he on
his part is fullen, gloomy, and out of hu-
mour. He remains encamped at Otterf-
dorf, a few miles diftant, and permits his
general officers to vifit Drefden, but de-

clines to do fo himfelf. Platen and Mellen-
dorf
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wbrf are mow here. The cavalry, Saxofi
+8nd Prufffan, is deplorably ruined,.owing
to the neceflity of harnefling all the horfes,
in order to draw the artillery out of the
Bohemian defiles. The road from hence to
Otterfdorf, 1s firewed with the bodies of
horfes, either dead, or expiring of fatigue
and ill ufage: but the infantry is in good
»oondition, and has comparatively futfered
Little from the campaign. Here I fhall clofe
the prefent letter, and remain, o

Yours.
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LETTER XXIV.

Review of the Savon Hi\tory—Augufius the Se-
cond and Third.—Reign, death, and charac-
ter of Frederic Chrifiian—Charafler and
anecdotes of the reigning Elellor of Saxony,
Irrederic Augufins—EleGrefs of Sarony~-
Prince Charles.—dnecdotes of the Eleirefs
Dowager.

Degspex, Ofober 13th, 1778.

Bhroan J quit this capital and country,
to proceed to Ratifbon and Munich,
it is natural that I thould fay fomething of
the Sovereign and the Court of Saxony.
During a pcnod of near feventy years,
while the Eleétors were Kings of Poland,
that Crown, though it continued to be no-
minally eléflive, was almeft confidered as
become hereditary in the Saxon line. It
may however be juftly doubted, whether
except the title and honors of King, any
real advantage accrued to Saxony, from

VOL. iI. N the
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the elevation of their Princes to the Polifh
throne. Augufius the Second expended a
great part of s Ele€toral revenues at War-
faw, either in maintaining himfelf on that
tottertng antl venal eminence, from which
he was once driven by Charles the Twelfth,
or in purchaiing the fullrages ot the prin-
cipal nobles and ceclefiaflics n favour of his
ton. Tis numerous gallantrics, his expen-
five tafte, lus extraordinary vigour of body,
and his muniticence, have rendu'ed Auguf-
“tus the Second not a little diftinguifhed in
the hiftory of the prefent century. Even
Lis natural fons conduced to immortalize
“their father. Marilial Saxe, 'who was one
of them; defervedly fills perhaps a more
«diftingnithed place in the annals of time,
-than hid legitimate Brother, Auguflus the
“Third, King ot Poland. His mother wus
‘the beautifil Conntefs of Konigfinark, whofe
brother, the ill-fated Jover of Sophia Doro-
thea, Princefs of Zell, perithed at.Hano-
ver; in theddmunner w‘hwh I haw already

telated. * _ .
‘ ~ - :Auguﬁus
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Angufius the Second died only forty-five
years ago, at Warfaw, of a mortification in
his foot, caufed by a blow which he gave
lumiclf, when ftepping into his coach. The
difeafe originated in a morbid habit of body,
as two of his toes had been already ampu-
tated, previous to the accident which ter-
minated his lite.  He was certainly an ami-
able ad accomplithed Prince, brave, hu-
mane, generous, and endowed with talents
tor cuplivating mankind. But, never was
any Ceurt amore diffolute than that of Dref~
den under his reign.  What fhall we fay
of a Sovercign, who, as.Lady Wortley
Montague afiures us, and fhe. knew him
.perfonally ; wooed the Countefs of Cofel,
by throwing at her feet a bag containing
ten thoufand Louis d'ors, with one hand ;
while with the other he broke a horfe-fhoe, .
and flung the pieces on the ground, asa
proof that his firength was not inferior to .
his gencrofity! What are we to think.of a
man, who on hearing that the regent Duke

of Orleans had expired in the arms of Mas
‘N 2 . dame
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dame de Valori; lifting his cyes and hands
to Heaven, exclaimed, “ Ah? que jc-meurs
“ de la mort de ce jufie?” It is the King
of Prufiia himfelf, who relates this anecdote
of Auguftus; the wit of which iy far ex-
ceeded by its indecency and profligacy.
Notwithftanding the vices of his admini-
firation, the enormous wafte of money
which the purchafe of his Polilh kingdom
occafioned, and the devaftation of Saxony
committed by Charles the Twelfth of Swe-
den; who, after dethroning Auguftus, al-
lowed his viftorious troops to live at free
quarters in the Eletorate ;—notwithftand-
ing thefe misfortunes of his reign, his me-
mary is dear to the Saxons, who remember
only his magnificence, his affability, and
the fplendor of his Court. The late King
of Poland, Auguftus the Third, bores no
refemblance to his father in the principal
features of ‘his charaéter. He inherited
Andeed much of the bodily ftrength, but
not the activity, ambition, or addrefs of his
‘predeceffor.  Mild, indolent, and deftitute
T ' ) of
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energy, he was not formed to contend with
fo formidable a neighbour and antagonift
as the prefent King of Pruffia.  Calculated
for times of peace and repofe, his abilities
were unequal to fituations of emergency or
difficulty. In the proteiion of all the arts,
and in the gratification of his paffion for
mufic as well as painting, he knew hardly
any bounds. During more than twenty
years, from his accetlion m 1733, to the
commencement of the great war in 1756,
no Prince in Europe could vie with him in’
thefe refpe@ts. Happy in the midft of his
numerous family, the illegitimate branches
of which were fcarcely lefs dear to him than
his own fons ; occupied in forming the fa-
mous ¢ Gallery of Drefden,” or in affem-
bling the fineft orcheftra that Germany had
ever feen: Auguftus devolved the cares of
government on his Minifter and favourite,
Count Bruhl, .

But the calm fo long enjoyed by Saxony, .
uthered in a period of uriprecedented cala-
mity. Relying on his clofe connections and

N3 - alliances
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alliances with the Houfe of Aufiria, he im-
rudently ‘entered into the fecret machina-
t"é'ﬂs, widch Maria Therefa, fupported by
Elizabeth, Emprefs of Ruffia, fet on foot to
.reducg the power, and to divide the domi-
monsof the family of Brandenburgh. Fre-
derick having anticipated the execution of
the pln, by meafurcs of equal vigour and
decifion, ' Seixony became the facrifice to
Augiftuy’s want of fbrefight, and to his in-
Judicious plans of aggrandizement. The
femainder of his life was only a tiffue of
misfortune, aggravated-by every fpecics of
difgrace. He faw Drefden laid almoft in
dfhes, liis enemy mafter of the EleGorate,
Bis army reduced to furrender at difcretion;,
and his' own perfon fcarcely fecure among
his elettive Tubjets at Warfaw, His wife,
the late Quéeen of Poland, daughter of the
Emperor Jofeph the Firft, a Princefs of ex-
.amplary piety and virtue; endeavoured to
oppofe a - fetble ‘dnd ineffeftual Darrier to
Pré«fena s filitary’ feventy, Her 'days were
| embft%ére& aud he-end beceferatéd by the
Pruffian
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Pruffian exaliions, of which, for feveral
years, fhe was a relu@ant fpeStatrefs.
Hardly was Auguftus veftored to his capital
and hereditary dominions, by the peace ot
1762, when death terminated his reign.
Saxeny, at his deceafe, exlubited a deplo-
rable picture of depopulation, mifery, and
defoldtion, not to be excecded by any thing
of which the prefcnt age furm{hes an ex-
ample. '

His eldeft fon and fucceﬁ'or would "heverx
thelefs, unqueftionably have been eleted
King of Poland, if, by a fingular fatality,
he had not followed his father to the grave,
in the fpace of a few weeks. So deep a
root had the Saxon Family taken in that
country, by the almoft uninterrupted pof~
feffion of the Crown ever fince the deceafe
of John Sobiefki ; that neither the intrigues,
nor the armies of Catharine, could probas
bly have raifed any other candidate to the
throne. But the forms neceffary, previous
to the ele&ion of a Sovereign, and the time
that elapfed from the demife of ‘Auguftus;.
: : Ng ta
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to the period of filling the vacancy as pre«
feribed by the Polifh conftitution, removed
the only obftacle to the Emprefs’s views.
The new Elettor was carried off by the
fmall-pox, at Drefden, in the vigour of his
age, on the 17th of December 1763, after
a reign of only ten wecks. His premature
end overturned all the projetts of the Court
of Saxomy, and enabled Catharine, 'in de-
fiance of every impediment, to confer the
Crown of Poland on Count Poniatowiki.
Thofe perfons who were acquainted with
the late Elefor, Frederic Chnfiian, aflure
me that he was an enlightened, and an
amiable Prince. His parts were not bril-
liant, bus his judgment was found, his un-
derftanding folid, and his mind enlarged.
Like all his predeceffors fince Auguftus the
Second, who in order to attain the Crown of
Poland, renounced the proteftank tenets, he
had been educated in, and he profeffed, the
Catholic Faith. But his adherence to the
Ronu{h communion, did not prevent him,

{rom giving the moﬁ confpicuous demon-
firations,
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firations of a liberal mind. During his
fhort reign, he conferred offices of the
higheft truft indifcriminately on his fubjeéis
of both perfuafions; and immediately after
his acceflion, he began by naming four
Lutheran “ Dames d’Honneur” to attend
on the Eleftrefs. This innovation in the
Court of ctiquette, the refult of a fuperior
underftanding, was foon fupprefied on his
deceale.

In his perfon and figure, the late Eletor
was ennnently unfortunate. His face, arms,
and breaft, were well proportioned, and
when feated at a table, he prefented the
appearance of a handfome man; but from
his waift downwards, he was deformed, his
thighs and legs being crooked and entirely
contralted. Many reafons have been af-
figned for fo unhappy a conformation.
moft common, and that which has obtai
general belief in Saxony is, that his mother,
the late Queen of Poland, while breeding,
was fo affeCted at the fight of a deer, which
being thot in the haunch, was dragged be-

fore



186 MEMOIRS OF THE

forc her, the legs trailing along the ground
and bleeingy that it occefioned the de-
formity of her fon. Tt is dificnlt to be-
beve, brat mere ditficull to difprove, {o ex-
traordinary a flory. Whatever was the
caule, the effedt was trremediable, and baffled
all medical (hill. Baths of cvery hind were
reforted to in vain, for the refioration of his
Bmbs; and phyficians from every part of Eu-
rope were confulted to no purpofe. TheElec-
tor remained & cripple during his whole life.
To Frederie Chriftian fucceeded his eldefl
fon, a minor of thirtern; but the admi-
niftration of Savony was intermediately
comnitted to Prince Francis Xavier, his
uncle. The reignng  Flefor, Frederic
Auguflus, is in the prime of his age, not
bavine yet completed his twenty-cighth
r. Of a middle fize, mclining rather 10
then tall, his limbs ave neither aftive

sor mufcular, though he pofiefies found -
health and & ftrons eonflitution, Over his
wholc figure thert ‘is diffufed fomething,
valier percuived “than defcribed, altogether
o 12 deflitute
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deftitute of grace, and deficient in clegance.
or dignity. Norare his manners: colculated
to compenfate for the want- of perfonal .
accomplithments. In his addrefs he'is =fhy'
diftant, anil referved.  Coldnefs and lrraml
mation charaerize his behaviour, pervadé
hié converfation, and accompany all his ace
tions. He difplays none of the graeious
and communiéative difpofition, which almoft
equally charaéterizes in different ways, his
three cotemporaries, Frederic the Second,
Staniflaus, and the prefent Emperor. '

It nature has denied him thefe extérnal
graces of fizure and deportment, she has’
made him amends’ by conferring on him,
more folid cndowments. In application]
fircngth of mind, and talents for govern-
ment, the EleCtor is by no means-deficicnt.
His reign has hitherto been a-happy periodl
for his fub]eé‘ts, whofe true interefts he has
difccrnment to perceive,: and whofe 'fehcrty
he has fafficiérit principle to confult; inf pre-
ference to ‘every other objeét of purfumit. %
js not the aggrandizemeitt of his ‘houfe,. the-
- " s acqui-
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acquifitioni- of a precarious foreign crown,
or the extenfion of his dominions ; but the
fecurity, protection, and renovation of Sax-
ony, which regulate his fyftem of policy.
Rigid in his morals, and tinétured with
bigotry on articles of religious belief, he
repreffes with feverity the flighteft deviations
from propriety of condut. No men or
women of diflolute characters will ever at-
tain to favor or preferment in Saxony, under
the prefent reign. In gallantry, whether
of mind or perfon, he is totally deficient ;
and towards the fex, confidered as objeéts
of paffion, he is peculiarly cold. The Elec-
tor, though young, nevér entertained a mif-
trefs, nor has he hitherto had any children,
legitimate or illegitimate. He feems to bo
in a great meafure infenfible to the pains, as
well as the pleafures of love; an exemption
which perhaps equally entitles him to our
envy, and our compaffion,
... Frederic Auguftus has no tafic for fplen,
1;!9;, ‘or the luxumps magnificence of a
_pourt, like his two predeceffors the Kings
of
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of Poland. All his amufements are fober,
temperate, and confined to a fmall number
of perfons. He dances, it is true, at the
court-balls in Carnival, and is fond of that
diverfion, if he can with propriety be faid
to be fond of any thing. Twice every
week he goes to hunt at the palace of Mo-
ritzburg ; but he is accompanied on thefe
occafions, by fcarcely any attendants or
courtiers. For the fine arts, he betrays no
partiality ; and though the celebrated gal-
lery of paintings, collefted by his grand-
father Auguftus the Third at an immenfe
expence, communicates with, and is in effelt
a part of the EleCtoral Palace, he rarely
vifits it. That noble repofitory of the works
of the great mafters, Italian and Flemifh,
is left for the infpetion of ftrangers. His
Pruffian Majefty, on the contrary, when
mafter of Saxony during the late war, found
leifure amidft dangers internal and foreign,
to pafs fome hours every week, in contem-
plating the models of tafte and excellence

affembled at Drefden.
The
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. The Ele@tor, though not difiinguithed
-either by Lis . patronage of Science, or his
paflion for the arts, is .neverthelefs a prince
of a cultivated underflanding, In natural
philofophy and varions ather branches of
kaowledge, he hus made. confiderable pro-
grefs. . Ho i+ mudical, and performs with
exceutian on the barpfichord : yet even his
amulical pleafirves are folitary ; and he rarely,
if ever, permits any one to he prefent on
thofe occafions.  For military affairs he has
never manifefted anv tglent or inclination.
‘He wears- indeed frequently an uniform :
but though-the parade where his guards and
troops -exereife daily, 1s fituated within o
bundred paces of - the palace, he fuarcel y
ever appears there, and contents hjmfelf
with infpetting thom' from the windows of
his apartments. Had he felt a difpofition
to fignalize ‘hunfelf in the feld, he might
have found an ogcafion at this moment,
when an Emperar gnd a King are both at
dhe-head of their refpeCtive armies, the one
#o wttack, and the other to dofend bis Elec-
torate !
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zorate! It s well known that Prince Henry
.of Pruflia, a commander fcarcely inferior to
any of the prefent age, and of years fo
much more advanced, offered tp ferve
under the Elefor, if he had been dif-
poted to take the field. The propoful was
declined,

Count Marcolun, lm only fuyounte, and
his conftant eompanion, 1s an Italian, about’
five-und-forty years of age, who having
been formerly a page of honour n the Court
of Saxony, became knowa to Frederic Au-
guitus at an early peried of lLfe., Qf a dif~
pohtxon amigpble and conoahann,,,, he has
unproved. the opportunities which his place
and fituation afforded, to attain the higheft
degree of perfonal favour with his mafier.
He has in faét neither rival nor competitor,
for the cminence whych _he._occt_lp‘ies. Couat
Stutterbeim, fills the. employment, and per-
forms the funtions of firft minifter; but
Marcolini, ; without the softentation or re-
{pondiblity of office, poflees no inconfider=
able thare of polisical influence. -

. In
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In whatever point of view we furvey the
Eleftor, his leading charateriftic is a tran=
quillity of mind approaching to apathy.
Thofe' who know him moft intimately, affert
that he is never greatly agitated by any
purfuit or occupation. If he hunts, it 1s
not fo much from a natural ardour for the
chace, as from conviftion that the exercifc
is falutary and beneficial to his health. He
neither takes a lively intereft in his palaces,
nor in his horfes, nor in the company of
ladies, nor in the converfation of his cour-
tiers. Of courfe, he is feldom betrayed into
thofe weaknefles or errors which originate
from fenfibility, the chief fource of refined
gratification. Diftant and retired, he nei-
ther infpires warm attachment in others,
nor is he animated with ftrong affetion for
thofe about him. A narrow and confined
cducation, joined to elevated idcas of his
own rank, have added ftrength to his habi-
tual referve. -But his defetts are private
and perfonal, negative rather than affirma- *
‘txve, and termmatmg in himfelf : while his
-8 virtues
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virtues which are public, diffufe happinefs
through his dominions. He will not indeed,
be remembered in future ages; by his pro-
tection of talents, by his. fkill in tourna-
ments, by his valour, or the magnificence
of his difpofition, like Augufius the Second.
But his. reign will probably be recolleGted
and commemorated as an @ra, from which
Saxony, - plunged into every fpecies of
misfortune by the extravagance or incapa-
city of its Princes, revived under the wife
and paternal government of an economical
and pacific Sovereign. ‘

The_ reigning Eleéirefs, his wife, Maria
Amelia- Augufia, is of the Palatine Houfe
of Deux-Ponts, and .was born in 1752.
Her perfon is tpll, elegant, and dignified,
though fhe, cannot with proprietybe termed
handfome, her face being marked with the
fmall-pox. She has fine hair in prodigious
quantity, a fair complexion, .eyes by no
means deftitute of expreflion, and an inte-
refting countenance. Her manner, which
imprefits at firlt with the idea of ditlance
and referve, becomes on nearer acquaints’

voL. 11 o ance, ,
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ance,’ eafy, affable, and.ploafing. ;- Th>ebdne
verfation fhe is lively'and communicative:§
without neverthelefs poffi-fling either fuperios
talents, or a very cultivated underitanding.
Her life, like that.of.Prinoefles in general,
is uniform,.and deftituteiof gaiety or variety.
Shé goes indecd regulatly: 4o the: comedy,
to the chace, and to the country : tbut ithe
Ele&tor commonly accompariesher ofi‘thefe
occafions, which can fearcely be denominated
parties of -pleafure. The Elecefs has little
tafte for fedentary amufements; @ éircum-
ftance the more perhaps to'be regretted, as
_fhe “paffes many of her: private hours in
{olitude or feclufion, without comptmy of
any kind. - Mafic and:-painting form' her-
- principal: refources. Over-her hufband -fhe
is fuppofed to poffefs.ne political influenee ;
and their :marriage, whiclt hitherto has-not
been produiiive of iffue, may be confidered
rather as an alliance of: ftate, tban as an
,unmn of .mutual inclirfetion. '~ '
. Her fierility muR be regarded  as ‘more
J:han an ordinary misfortune to- the Eleéor,
-and tg Saxony ; fince Prince Charles; whois
fy 21 g his
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his next brother, and his prefumptive heir,
labours under all the varieties of deformity
which can meet in the human frame. I
have the honour to know him, and to fee
him frequently. Scarron himfelf muft have
been handfome, compared to Prince Charles
of Saxony} whofe face, hands, body, legs,
and feet, are all more or lefs diftorted. 1In-
capable of' walking, ftanding, or mountmg
a horfe, on account of his nuterous infir-
mities, he is wheeled about from one apsrt-
ment to another. Under fuch an actumu-
lation of corporeal ailments, he is neterthe.
lefs chearful, eonverfible, and almdft -gay.
One fhould be tempted to fuppofe by his
converfation and deportment, that he is not
unhappy. From neceffity, not lefs thin
from inclination, he has cyltivated his-miad,
the only part of his forntation-whi¢h admits
of improvement. It is finguler; but itiud,
that he was not born in & fiste of deformity;
he gradually became fo at the age of ele¥en
or twelve, previous to which period hislirtibs .
were apparently well made : he s now abdut
o2 fix-and '



196 » MEVOIRS OF PHE

fix-gnd-twenty. Such a perfon {cems to be
incapacitated by his infirmities for marriage.
Yet, as the Elefior has hitherto no children,
and ‘as the fucceflion would by his death
devolve on Prince Charles, the Elcétrefs
Dowager his mother wifhes to procure him
a bride. For the honour of human nature
and of wedloch, it is to be hoped that the

proje& will never be carried into exccution.
As there remain, befides the EleCtor and
Prince Charles, two younger brothers, the
Princes Anthony and Maximilian, who have
already attained to “manhood, and who
labour under no bodily defeéts; fuch a mea-
fure can hardly be cfteemed neceffary in
order to prevent the extinétion of the Saxon
male line in the prefent Houfe. No event
can indeed be apparently more improbable
at this time, than fuch a failure. But,
fhould it ever tgke ;place, contrary to all
appearances ; and of courfe, the reigning,
or “,Albertme branch,” become extinét ;
the EleQoral dignity, and the Saxon do-
minions, (after pafling through the furviving
" 18 fons
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fons of Auguftus the Third, if fuch there
were remaining alive,) would revert to the
elder, or * Erneftine branch,” which is now
reigning at Weymar. Germany would then
witnefs one of the moft extraordinary. events
which its internal hiftory and conftitution
prefent : namely, the reftoration of the
defeendants of John Frederic, Eleftor of
Saxony, to their ancient patrimonial title
and territories. He was defpoiled and
degraded after the battle of Muhlberg, by
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, abhove two
centurics ago.  You may probably recolle®
that the virtuous and unfortunate Prince to
whom I allude, for his adherence to the
Proteftant Faith, no lefs than for his gene-
rous refiftance to the Imperial power, which
then menaced the total extmétion of the
Germanic liberties; was deprived of his
Ele¢toral dominions and dignity, which
Charles conferred on his coufin Maurice,
and on his male defcendants. In their line
it ftill continues: but by fubfoquent fipu-
lations it was neverthelefs fettled, .that. if

03 they -
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they ever fhould becoms extintt, the pof-
terity of John Frederic thould be again
reinftated in their original honors and pof-
fefions. This is the cafe, which though
highly improbable, would be realized, fhould
the prefent Eleétor and his three brothers
die without male iffue.

The Electrefs Dowager, Maria Antonietia,
mother to the four Princes abovementioned,
may be denominated in every fenfe, a dif-
tinguithed woman. She is daughter to that
moft unfortunate Prince, Charles the
Seventh, who, from Eleftor of Bavaria,
was raifed by France to the Imperial dignity,
in the yéar 1741. Driven by the forces of
Maria Therefafrom his hereditary dominions,
and compelled to take refuge in an inn at
Francfort, while Munich was in the hands
of the Aufirians; he foon afterwards ter-
minated his days, the viGtim of French
policy, no lefs than of his own ambition:
His daughter, of whom I now fpeak, is
abous fifty-four ; and, if' [ may judge from
aer plefent infirmities, as well as from her

broken
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broken: ftate of health," does not promife to
attain to & very advanced age; : In'lier per-
[on, even when young, flie ncver can-have
been agreeable. Her figure 'is fhort,. lier
face red, retaining the traces of the finall~
pox, and little calculated to procure admira~
tion. Yet, in defiance of fo pmay natural
difadvantages, an air of fenfe and intelligence
illuminates her countenance. Few Princefics
pofiefs more knowledge of the world, more
gracious manners, or .greater powers of
pleafing in converfation: Miftrefs of various
languages, acquainted with the haman heart,
and ingratiating in her addrefs, the con-
duces not a little to render the Saxon Court
agreeable to firangers. Her ambition is
not inferior to her political talents; but fhe
has at prefent no field on which to .exert
cither, as her fon the Eletor no longer con-
fults her on matters of a public nature, nor
allows her to interfere in ftate affairs. Fruf-
trated of the Crown of Poland by her
hufband’s premature deceafc, atthe moment

‘ 04 " when
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when fhe feemed about to be raifed to that
throne : and now removed from the aftive
{cenes of flate, the happily finds refourcesin
her love of letters. A patronefs of the Arts,
fhe has adorned her mind by the perufel of
the avorks of the fineft writers in moft Euro-
pean languages. I was furprifed to find her
fo well verfedinours ; and I have too many
obligations to her, for the diftinguifhed
manner-in which flie has treated me during
my ftay here, not to fpeak of her with a
degree of gratitude that I am aware is allied
to partiality.

It is with regret that I again quit Saxony:
‘but my refidence at Drefden now draws to
a clofe, the feafon of the year compelling
us to fet out for Munich. We would wil-
lingly pafs through Bohemia ; but it is fiill
a fcene of war, and though hoftilities be-
tween the gréat armics have altogether
ceafed, there is no communication ope'n
from this city to Prague. Under thefe cir-
qqmﬁaqce; we muft therefore of neceffity
ST VIS . take
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take our courfe through the Upper Palse
tinate, and Ratifbon. Sir John Stepney,who
to all the accomplithments of a gentleman,
adds the hofpitality and kindnefs of a friend,
accompanies us to Freyberg. Ineed not
remind you that heis his Majefty’s miniftes
at the court of Saxony; and on both my
vifits to this capital, his attentions have left
the deepeft impreflion on my mind,
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"LETTER XXV

.S/m’t o, Rah/laou —Bavm ia,—Afpei of the
, Loamtry —M unich. —Charader and anecdotés
aof “tke Eledlor Palatine, Charles Theodore.—
Ezxplanation of. the pacific fifiem adopted by
that Prince~=Court of Munich.

Municu, November 3, 1778.

N my way from Drefden to this capital,

I pafied near a weck at Ratifbon, which
city, without being in a ftate of fiege, is
neverthelefs as completely invefted at prefent
by the troops of Maria Therefa and Jofeph,
as ‘Dantzic is by the forces of Fredenc.
Ratifbon is built on the fouthern bank of
the Danube, oppofite to which, on the
‘northern fide, ftands the little town of
~Ambof, at the diftance of fcarce a hundred
yards Two bridges,. one of ftone, the

otber of wood conneét them, the river
being
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being divided into two fireams at the fpot.
We were ftopped on our arrival, by the
Auttrian foldiers pofted at Amhof’; of which
place the Court of Vienna took pofieflion
in common with the reft of Lower Bavaria,
upon the deceafe of the late Ele&tor, about
ten months ago. It muft be confeffed that
Ratifbon is thereby placed in the moft cri-
tical and perilous fituation, furrounded on
every fide by the Imperial troops, who may,
at any moment, enter the city, and fequefter
it in virtue of fome antiquated pretenfion.
After the recent feizure of {fo confiderable
a portion of the Bavarian fucceffion, what
part of the German Empire cun be regarded
as fecure? The terror occafioned by it,
has already operated univerfally; and it
has eveti been agitated to remove the Diet
from Ratitbon, where that afflembly has'
been held for ages, to fome other placs
morc protefted from viclence. The refult
of the prefent war between Auftria and
Pruffia, will determine how far the Ger-

manic
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manic fyftem is, or is not likely to continue
wnviolated ; a queftion which can only be
decided by arms.

From the gates of Ratifbon to thefc of
Landfhut, a fpace of more than fifty miles,
the whole intermediate country is occupied
by Maria Therefa’s troops, and become in
all refpets incorporuted with her other vaft
dominions. It is a very fertile portion of
Bavaria, producing immenfe crops of grain;
and muft prove, if finally retained by her,
an ineftimable acquifition of power and
refources to the Houfe of Aufiria. The
population is not inferior to the exuberance:
of the foil; and when its local pofition is
confidered, * which prote@s the wefiern
frontier of the Emprefs Queen’s territories,
where fhe is moft vulnerable, I am not fur-
prifed that Prufila and Saxony have oppofed
her acquiring fo important an augmentation
to her ftrength. At Landfhut commence
the aftual dominions of the Eletor Palatine,
as Duke of Bavaria, which continue uninter-

ruptedly
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ruptedly from thence to Munich ;. but itis
by no, means fo fine a traét as that recently
feized on by the Court of Vienna,

The Bavarian peafants appear to me a.race
of men fur inferior to the Saxons in.bodily
formation, and not lefs in the plenty and
riches of their farms, as well as in cuitiva-
tion of mapners. Superflition and poverty,
blended with diftrefs, are vifible in every
village, and almoft in every <countenance.
Such a contraft may -partly refult,from
phyfical caufes, but muft be principally
attribyted to the genjus-of the government.
The approaches to Munich bear no fimilarix
ty, eitber in'beauty or in fertility, to .the
environs; of Drefden. For many xmlas
before I.ayriyed, here, the country,, whu;h
is level,- exhibits . few marks either pf.
duftry,;or, of .nches The. city of ngxc{x
itfelf, -thoygh large,. handfome, and full of
elegant: buildings, wants the vivacity and.
gaiety of the capital of Saxony. It youf}
however be admitted, that the mountains of
thz T; rol form a fublime and- puém;efgue

L obje&,
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dbjedt, extending acrofs the whole horizon
to the fouth, at the diftance’ of twenty
leagucs, their fummits covered with per-
petual filow.

"Jrdsnot a little curions and Rriking, to
find Munich in a'flate of profound repofe,
the Court occupiéd in amufements, and no
ibdicition or appbarance of war, at 4 moment
viten Auftria, Pruffia, and Saxony, are con-

for a patt of Bavaria itfelf. The
Fldttor Pdlatine, who as it would feem,.
Thould, net lefs from inclination than from
tieceflity, have drawn his fword, in order
o maintain the integrity-of the fuceeflion
devolved to him, - remains paffive and
feutral . in his own querrck He .even
fanétions - the ufurpation of a conliderable
paxtiof his territories, and Mgitimates, as
fir a¥ he-ib uble, the violente of ¢hie’ I
F:::l cubinet. How are we to account for
a fine 6f condud®, in a Prinee Hitherts

‘ cdnBidered as 'heither pufillanimous, - -nor
indipeble- of defending his rights? How
SEMHEAD eeoneile - it sto the otdma,ry
maxims
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miaxixs of - political: intereft; or' ‘of Private
honor? 1 will ‘endeavour, from.the: lights
which I poffefs, to explain in fome meafire
the fecret motives of fo extraordinary dud
my flerios & policys

- Chatles ﬂ'haudo;e the ‘reigning EleClor
Palatine, is ' no- lohger youfig, nof; s “wé
rmuft fuppofe; undef the infliende - of any
paffions except fuch as-ave conhpatible with;
if they'do not: conttibute to, his felicity gisd
repofe. - Endéwed with judgment, and pife
fefled of rio-meatt abilities, he is néverthelsf'
imambitioud; and is #hére nttadhed 1o lils
pleafures; than defirous f erandisiig-his
houfe, or exterding ‘his' demiiiions. "Th 4t
tention and- apphcatmn to pn‘blnd Buﬂﬂeﬁ Hé
is not deficient. ~ His Kifare s ’prh&ﬁpuﬂy-
divided betweeit the gratificetiond o dppel
tite; and'the purﬁnts of ’hteral*ufé “to bothi-
of which  hé alteiriately fatrificés; He 1l
longer rides of hunts, ‘having ¢ mme&!
for thefe ten or twelve years‘paﬁ, the. dﬂféﬂ :
fion'of the chace, on’ accbunt’ of: & i
vefs to whick hie is fubge&" “bit! # the conid
¢ viviality
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wiviality of the table he indulges freely. As
3 Sovereign, compelled to the ohfervance of
eertain ceremonious forms, he dines every
day in public, about one o’clock: but, to
compenfate for the facrifice, he fups in pri-
vate ; and dt thefe feleCt parties the EleCtor
Inys afide all reftraint, Ladies who are dif-
tinguifhed by their attraftions of perfon
and of mind; contribute to anjmate the
converfation, which is by nomeans confined
within the limits of auftere feverity. His
female attachments ‘have not, however, at
any period of his life, been diftinguithed by
delicacy of fentiment, orfelection of choice.
Op the contrary, they have rather been
marked by oppofite charateriftics. Few
princes now living, none perhaps except the
King of Prufiia, have cultivgted their minds
more . affiduoufly, or with greater fuccefs,
His repding is extenfive ; and to the inform.-,
ation, deriyed from books; he adds the ad-
‘yaptages of travel, as well as a, perfett
knowledge of .mankind. He. has, wifited
Yaly,.as 3 laver of the arts; and he reads
the
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.the works of the poets and hiftorians of
that country, ancient and modern, in. their
original languages. In Englith, I am af-
fured he is not lefs converfant. Though by
perfuafion a Catholic, he is in no refpett a
bigot ; and if we try him by the ordinary
*ftandard of princes, he certainly occupies
-a place much above medlocnty

Wlien young, for he is now ﬁfty—four,-
he was married to his coufin, a princefs of
the fame branch of the Palatine houfe
from which he 1s himfelf defcended. She is
ftill alive, but they have never had any
iffue. The Elefirefs Palatine, Maria Eliza~
beth of Sulzbach, who was born in 1721,
s near four years older than her bufband.
. Neither her face, nor her figure, can ever
Jave had any pretenfions to heauty; but
fhe is a woman of parts and fpint, _ In her
fterility is to be-difcovered the leading cauﬁz |
of Charles Theodore’s political condudt. . It
is in that defe that we muft trace the_
principle of his epathiy and mdxﬂéreme re- -
lauye to.the. prefervat.ton of his dominions.

VOL. II. P Ddfiitute:
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Deftitute of legitimate defcendants, and
without hope of having any by his prefent
wife ; fucceeding to the late Elettor of Ba-
varia, in confequence of the extinftion of
that branch of the Palatiuc family; and
unattached to his prefumptive fucceflor, the
Duke of Deux-Pon!- ; he ferls no ambition
to tranfmit entire the fucceflion to a col-
lateral and ditant hewr.  All s affeCtions
and inclinations are converied into another
channel.- He has five natural child-en, two
maleand three female, for whow he exprefies
the warmeft attachment. One of them,
who is married to Frederic Wiliiam, Prince
of Iffembour: and to whom he is particu-
la-ly partial, is now here at Munich. The
Imperial €ourt, weu inferrmea of the Elec-
tor's fentimen*s poliucal and private, has
profited with addrefs of hi: ; wtiality towards
his illegitimate iffue. Prince Kauni*z has
found means to convey to him affurances,
-on the part of Maria Therefa and- Jofepb,
‘thiat in return for Hiis neutrality and acqui-
efcenee in tHeir m upon. Bavana, they
e - owill
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will provide in a diftinguithed manner for
all his natural children. Nor have they
negleted to awaken his jealoufy, and to
excite his refentment, at the oppofition which
he has experienced upon this point from the
Duke of Deux-Pents.

Influenced _y thefe .onfiderations, which
operate forciblv 1 his bofom, Clarles The-
odore hithe.to holds fim to his convention
with the Hcute of Aufirin. Neither the
murmurx of his rev. fubjeéts, who feel for
the lLumuiiation of the Bavarian line and
name, noi the remonftrances of Prufiia and
Saxonv, czn induce him to take up arms in
his own cavie. He fees with philofophic
wdifference, or filent difregard, the moft
beautiful porticn of his dominions torn from
him by foreign violence. It is however,
matter of nafouable doubt, how long he
can perfit in fo paflive a fyftem. Thofe
perfons who have accefs to him in his pri-
vate hours, aiiert that he is vifibly uneafy
and difturbed ; that he wifhes to drown re-
fleflion ; and as the beft means of effefting

P2 1t,
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it, that he has recourfe to the fame expedient
which Alexander ufed, when defirous of
avoiding the painful importunity of thought.
I am affured likewife, that in his own family
he experiences the moft pointed oppofition,
not to fay the fevereft reproaches. The
Elefrefs his wife, as a Princefs of the Pala-
tine family, feels for the wounded dignity
of her hutband. The Duchefs Dowager of
Bavaria her fifter, fprung from the fame
origin, participates in the Ele€trefs’s emo-
tions. She is a woman of fuperior endow-
ments of mind, the intimate friend and
correfpondent of His Pruffian Majefty, with
whom {he maintains a conftant intercourfe.
When thefe Princeffes are alone with the
Eleétor, they exprefs their fentiments in
language of the utmoft afperity, and endea-
vour'to roufe him from his inglorious inac-
tion. 'Tune will fhew how far thefe efforts
_can fummunt his" affetion for his natural
"‘ch!ldrcn, added to ins love of repofe.
" .I.was prefented to his Eleftoral Highnefs
_a few days ‘ago. Ilis manner is rather po-
B lite
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lite than dignified ; nor do the lines of his
countenance, which are larfh, faturnine, and
ftrong, prepofiefs at firft fight in his favor.
He has a large forehead, black eyebrows,
his nofe hooked and prominent ; his figure
manly, but not graceful, of a middle fize,
inclining towards corpulency. In general he
wears an uniform, and the infignia of no
lefs than three orders of knighthood. One
is the ¢ Golden Fleece,” fent him by the
Court of Vienna on his acceffion’ to the
Bavarian dominions, as a mark: of conci-
Liation and refpe€t, at the very moment
when they were defpoiling him of h1s ter<
ritories, v
The Court of Munich does not ﬂuke-
me as brilliant, though the Palatine and
Bavarian Nobility are in fome degree feer
united here under a common Severeign.
Nor is the Eleftoral Palace eithg’r_aregulat,
or a beautiful ftruture. . One apartment, a-
bed-chamber, the furniture of which is faid
to have coft a.hundred. thoufand. peunds.
&erhng, was fitted up by order -of the late.
p3 . Emperor
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Emperor, Charles the Seventh. After fur-
veying the fplendid chamber which he oc-
cupied when living, 1t was a curious tranfi-
tion to defcend into the obfcure fubterranean
vault where he now repofes, in the church of
the Theatins. His remains are depofited in
a fimple coffin, compofed of block tin, and
on it this infeription :

“ Carolus Septimus,
“ Romanorum Imperator,
¢ Semper Auguftus.”

€Clofe by his fide, unconfcious of the wars
.which at this moment defolate Europe, to
which hie has gjven rife, is laid the Eleétor
kiis fon, who died only a few months ago.
Such a fcene is calculated to awaken pany
refle@ions; but as they woild be rather
gloomy and philofophical, than of a éheerful
defcription, I leave them to your own fug-
goﬂion and conclide by informing you
Mw-morrow we {hizll fet out for Vienna;
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LETTER XXVL

General opinions entertained at Vienna, relative
to the condu@ of the campaign—State of
Vienna and of the Court—Arrival of the .

Emperor.

Viexna, November 28, 1778,
A}"rnn having vifited the Polifh, Saxon,
and Bavarian capitals, I arrived here
from Munich three weeks ago. .Our jour-
ney through Bavaria and Auftria was rapid:
but two impreffions which it has left on my
mind are. never to be erafed. The firft was
at Welz in Upper Auftriaj where Charles
the Fifth, Duke of Lorrain, when expiring,

ditated his memorable letter to the Empe-
ror Leopold, whofe fifter he had married.
Expelled by Louis the Fourteenth | fromn his
native dominions, expatriated, and com-
pelled to feek fervice under a forezgn Prince,
he was on his road to Vienna, when a mor-

tal. dlfeafe attacked him at Welz. In'this
P4 ﬁtuatlon ’
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fituation, he addrefled the following lines to
Leopold. I cite them from memory. * Sire,
« J'etois en chemin pour me rendre aux
¢ piéds de votre Majefté Imperiale, quand
“ je me trouve arreté par un plus grand
 maitre que lul. Je laifit en mourant une
¢ feur que vous touche, des enfans i qui
“ je ne laiffe que mon épée, et des fujets
“ qui font dans l'oppreflion.” It feems im-
pofiible to exceed the laconic fublimity of
this parting addrefs, which is far more {im-
ple and affeling in my opidton than
Adrian’s lines to his foul, before his de-
ceafe. The view from the bridge acrofs the
Danube at Lintz, was not lefs calculated to
leave on my memory the deepeft and moft
pleafing recolle€tions. The fcenery is wild,
and baffles defcnptlon nor do I allow my-
felf to engage in the attempt, which would
infenfibly lead me from the principal object
of my attention, Vienna. .

.; The Imperial Court, as well as the me-
: tropolls at Jarge, feem. to be plunged. into
'8 fort of melancholy and gloomy repofe,
which
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which has fucceeded to the late campaign. -
Difappointment and dejetion however may
be cafily perceived, nor are. they, indeed,
attempted to be concealed. . I fee no pub-:
lic marks of exultation, and I hear no pa-
negyrics pronounced on the Emperor’s mi-
litary atchievements. If the condu& of
Frederic is feverely criticized at Drefden,
that of Jofeph is far more loudly reprobated
at Vienna. I dined yefterday at Prince:
Coloredo’s, where a numerous company was-
affemble® On my right hand fat an officer
of diftinétion, who had ferved in the Mo--
ravian army during the whole fummer ; and
we freely difcuffed the operations of the
two great leaders, as well as their refpeive-
claims to approbation and’applaufe.
“ Never,” fuaid he, * fince the acceffion-
« of the reigning Enfrefs, during "eight--
« and-thirty years, have the Auftrians ex-
“ hibited fo inglorious a fpeftacle to En--
“ rope, as in the prefent campaign. We:
% have indeed in former periods. been more:
¢ unfortunate ; we have been defeated and.
' * & putr
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% to the fword: but we have ncver tet,
* with fuperior numbers, at the beginning
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of the campaign, in the midft of our own
territorics, and poflefiing all the means
of offenfive war, fubmitted to be fhut up
and befieged within our lines. At the
moft difaftrous period of the late war m
1757, after the defeat which we fuflained
at Prague, Daun would not have adopted
fo humiliating a plan, though he might
have been juftified in purfuing it. If
ever offenfive operations were neceffary
i order to infpire the troops with ardor,
they were fo in the prefent campaign. It
was indifpenfable, after a peace of fifteen
years, to thew the Auftran foldier that he
was not inferior to the Pruffian, eitherin
diferpline, in couggge, or in leaders. But
what has the Emperor done? He has ini-
preffed an indelible conviftion on all his
officers and foldiers, that whatever may
be the juflice of hisicanfe, he feels his

“ inability to maintain it in the field. He
“ tms tacitly admitted the Pruffian fuperi-

“ ority,
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“ority. From the imacceflible heights of

Konigingratz, Jofeph beheld the fincft
provinces of Bohemia plundered, with-
out daring to make an effort for their
defence. Frederic has carried off im-
menfe contributions, and deeply im-
printed the terror of his arms in every
village, and on every inhabitant. Was
any exertion made to impede his retreat
out of Bohemia, when loaded with plun-
der? None. He retived without our
fcarceiy daring to moleft him, and le
will return far more formidable in the
enfuing fpring.
“ But, our misfortunes and our difgrace
do not ftep here. The pernicicus pre-
fence of the Emperor has diffufed them
over every part of the military opera~
tions, and prevented our faccefs, where,
without his interference, it would have
been equally certain andl brilliant. Though
the King of ‘Prdffie was able to effe& his
retreat without confafion to SctintAar, in
fight of the Emperor and Marthal Lady ;
Prince Henry of Pruffia could not havé
“ retired.
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retired with equal impunity into Saxopy,
under the eyes of Laudoln. That able
commandecr, who was encamped at Mun-
chengratz; afier effeGually preventing
by the pofition which he had taken, the
junétion of the two armics, only waited
for the favorable moment of aflion. He
knew the impediments to Prince Henry’s
retreat into Saxony, the ruined condition
of his cavalry, the difficulty of dragging
his artillery through almoft impafiable
roads, and the impoffibility of his mak-
ing effeCtual refiftance, if vigoroufly at-
tacked. Laudohn had even formed all
his difpofitions for the purpofe, had
iflued his final orders, and was about to
execute them with his characteriftic rapi-
dity on the following morning at day-
break. Our fuccefs muft have been in-.
fallible. But, for our misfortune, his

% Imperial Majefty arrived from Konigin-

&

¥ gratz, in an open cartiage, alore, on the

*“ eveping before -the deftined attack. All

8

JLaudohn’s plans were inftantly fufpended

@ md,revexfed we remained inattive ; and.

“Prince
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“ Prince Henry, like the Kiﬂg his brother,
“ clofed the campaign triumphantly. It
“ 15 thus that we are facrificed, counter-
 afted, and dithonoured. How can it be
“ otherwifc? The Emprefs, we are not ig-
* norant, from the firft inftant has depre-
“ cated a rupturc, and only wifhes for
¢ peace. The Emperor breathes war, but
“ knows not how to condut it, though for
“ our misfortane, he afpires to fuperin-
“ tend all the operations it perfon. Prince
“ Kuumtz fluttuates between both; de-
“ firous of repofe, yet anxious to gratity
4 a Prince whofe paffion is ambition, and
“ who may foon become his fole mafter.
“ Such is the atual fate of our affairs.”

I confefs myfelf not a little inclined to
admit the juftice of this pi€ture, which is
certainly true, though perhaps highly co-
loured. It is fltamped in legible chara@ers
on every countenance here, and pervades
every converfation.: All the operations of
‘war are however, for the prefent clofed, or
‘fufpended by the feafon. - Frederic, at fixty-
feven, no Jlonger braves the ' fnows, ndr

keeps
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keeps the field, as he did twenty years ago,
when contending for his crown and life.
He is retired into Silefia, and has difpofed
of his troops in winter-quarters. A fimilar
conduét is purfued by the Aufirians. When
I arrived here on the feventh of this month,
I found all the great general officers already
returned. Lacy, Laudohn, Prince Charles
Lichtenftein, had quitted the army of Bo-
hemia; as Duke Albert of Saxe-Tefchen
had done that o[ Moravis. The Archduke
Maximilian was fcareely recovered from a
long and fevere illnefs, with which he had
been attacked in the camp at Konigingrate.
The Emperor alone, abfent in Bohenua, was
fiill occupied in iffiang direClions relative
to the cantonment of the forces, and in-
fpefting the frontier. As fome compenfa-
tion for his ubfence, the Great Duke and
Duchefs of Tufcany came, here in Septem-
ber, on a vifit 0 the Emprefs Queen ; but
their prefence, whatever perfenal confole-
tion it may efford her, is far from diffufing
hithetto theiflighteft degree of gaiety over
fnCOMar capital. They xamain_ almoft
‘ Co.

1=
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conftantly fecluded in the Imperial Palace,
without mixing in any of the amufcments of
Vienna. .

After being long and impaticntly ex-
peted, the Emperor reached this city five
days ago, at ten in the morning of the 23d,
from Olmutz. He came incognito m his
poft-chaife, with fearcely any attendants.
In order to enjoy the pleafure of furprizing
the Emprefs, he did not even pemgit his
arrival to be announced ; and havin'g pur-
pofely taken his way through the leat fre-
quented itreets of Vienmm, he got undif
covered to the palace. Quitting his cap-
riage, he ran haflily up a private fiaircafe
which led to her apartment, and before fhe
was prepared for it, he threw himfelf icto
her.arms. Maria Thepefa's emotions of joy
at feeng her fon again, were not lefs vio-
lent than had been ber grief at his-depes-
ture for Bohemia in April, and fhe was for
fome minutes ovesoome by their force. I
faw the. Emperar next day at court, there
being a gala in honour of the Great Duchefs
of Tufcany’s birth-day, where he was pre-y

fent,
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fent. He looks fun-burnt and thin, as
might be naturally expefled, but otherwife
in perfe€l health ; and he aflumed a gaiety
of manners and deportment in the drawing-
room, which appeared to fevere obfervers
to border on affeation. No demonfira-
tions of joy, public or private, have fol-
lowed his arrival, and the winter feems 1o
begin under very unfavourable aufpices for
a futy  refidence at Vienna. Many of the
great nobility,. whofe eftates lie in the
northern provinges of Bohemia, have fuf-
fered extremely by the Pruffian and Saxon
depredations. ‘The army is difcontented ;
while the inferior people murmur at the in-
creafe of taxes, and look forward with na-
tural apprehenfion, to their probable aug-
mentation. Almoft every one feems to
-dread the continuance of war, and to hope
that winter may not ‘merely interpofe a
temporary cefftion of hofiilities, but pro-
duce overtures of peace. Time will fhew
whether their expefiations are likely to be

_gatified.
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LETTER XXVII

Concern of the Emprefs at the birtk of a French
Princefs~Aéivity of the Zmperor’s charac-
ter.—Slate of the public mind at Vienna, at
the clofe of the year 17%8.

Vienwa, Da%, 1y8.

MAMATnnnnsamad&uonﬂ:&epub-
lic fources of unesfinefs and anxiety
arifing out of the war, which agitate her
mnd, is at this moment éntirely eccupied
with a demiefios misfortune, if fuch it may
be jufily efivemed ;' for'it can invfal enly
be tétmed n difsppointment. Yefterday,
a oourier mrrived from Verfuilles; to an-
nounce that ‘the ‘Queen of France -has
browght into the world :dmghwt 'ﬁh
m&“ﬁ“'m of “ﬂlﬂ,

weis ‘ans. eoent whjshs, with
the liveliutt jote m.ummnm
prefs Queen, il m«%

~' lvqb F

l..l 3
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Kaunitz, by blending the Auftrian and
Bourbon families, with a view to extinguifh
the long hereditary animofitics of the two
Crowns, remain ftill incompletc while there
is not a Dauphin. The Queen of Naples,
and the Archduchefs of Parma, who are
married to two other princes of the Houfe
of Bourbon, have both performed this ef-
fential fervice to the ftate, and have pro-
duced fons. Marna Therefa has omitted no,
{piritual exertions on her part, to enfure the
like benediclion on her youngeft daughter.
As the means which fhe conceived to be
moft effe@ual, fhe has wearied Heaven with
prayers, and proftrated - herfelf before a
variety of faints and altars, to obtain fo
great a boon. -You will perhaps hardly be-
lieve that maffes and fupplications for the
Queen’s fafe delivery, at which-her Impe-
rial Majefty affifted in perfon, have for feve-
ral weeks paft, been performed publicly to a
¢ Vierge grofie,” in one of the. churches
of Vienna. The drefs and figure of the
ﬁatue in qucﬁmn, whxch is that of the Vin

, gin,
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gin, reprefent a pregnant woman. The
Emprefs’s vows have not, for this time,
been fully heard ; but as the impediments
which prevented the Queen of France from
having iffue, whatever they were, are now
furmounted, her mother may ftill reafon-
ably hope that time will accomplifh her moft
fanguine wifhes.

This inaufpicious . event, joined to the
preflure of a war unqueftionably originating
in her own, or rather in her fon’s ambition,
which threatens to involve the evening of -
her reign in great difquietude, have ddded
force to the Emprefs’s habitual devotion.
She is gloomy, penfive, and frequently in
tears. The capital ulready feels the in-
fluence of fuch a change, which clouds the
chearfulnefs of fociety ; and will, it is be-
lieved, fupprefs all public teftimonies of
mirth or amufcment. Maria Therefa has
indicated her intention to prohibit the Ri-
dottos and matked balls cuftomary in the
Carnival. No perfon ventuyes even to ine
tercede with her in. behalf of. thefe pro-

: T Q9 fcribed
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feribed diverfions ; and unlefs the Emperor
thould do fo with warmth, there is not any
profpect of their taking place during the
prefent winter.  His Imperial Majefty,
though far lefs affeéted than his mother, hy
the recent difappointment from Paris, is
neverthelefs much fecluded, and conftantly
occupled in his Cabinet. He comes feldom
into company, and is rarely feen at Prince
Kaunitz’s, or at Prince Coloredo’s Drawing
Room, as he frequently ufed to be before
*the war. Itis indeed true, that on the firft
day of the prefent month, he dined at
Court in public, with the Knights of ¢ the
Golden Fleece,” of which order he is the
chief and fovereign. But this is the only
at of ftate at which he has affified, or
where he has appeared in perfon fince his
return from Bohemia.

His indefatigable vigilance and activity
carry him notwithftanding, to every place
where he conceives that his exertions can be
ufeful or falutary. He neither confiders the
renunciation of fleep, nor any degree of

' perfonal
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perfonal inconvenience, as impediments,
when the occafion appears to demand lus
interference. A few days ago, at feven in
the evening, a fire broke out near the pa-
lace of Schonbrun, about a mile beyond
the extremity of the fuburbs on that fide,
without the lines which furround Vienna.
As it raged violently for fome time, appre-
henfions were entertained that the Mena-
gerie of Schonbrun might be endangered
by the flames. The night was dark and
cold: but no fooner was the Emperor ap-
prized of the circumftance, than he in-
ftantly mounted his horfe, and gallopped to
the fpot. On his arrival he gave direc-
tions for extinguithing the flames, affifted
in getting engines for the purpofe, and re-

mained there till the conflagration ceafed.
Thefe demonitrations of his attention to
preferve the tranquillity, and to provide
for the fafety of the capital, cannot how-
ever diffipate the wniverfal gloom occafioned
by the war, augmented by the -mode in
which it has been hitherto conducted. The
Q3 volun-
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tary fufpenfion of hoftilities on both fides,
though pretty general, conduces little to
tranquillize the public mind. Congrefles
are indeed mentioned as likely to take place
in the courfe of the winter ; but the original
caufe of quarrel remains entire, while the
Auftrians continue to occupy Lower Bava-
ria, and refufe reftitution of any part of
the fequeftered territories. A more ferious
fubjett of alarm appears to be arifing on the
fide of Ruffia, Frederic having found means
to intereft the Emprefs in his quarrel, if not
as an open auxiliary, yetas a friend, Itis
well known that fhe has exprefled through
her Minifter to this Court, Prince Gallit-
zin, the utmoft difapprobation of the con-
duét of the Cabinet of Vienna in the affair
of the Palatine fucceffion. Her interpo-
fition, if fincere and firenuous, muft be
deeply felt and refpeied by both parties.
It is cortain that preparations of every kind
are making here for an early campaign.
So ftropg was the alarm of a recommence-
ment of hoftilities, only a fortnight fince,
# that
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meafures were taken to aét in the field with-
out delay. The departure of the Grand
Duke and Duchefs of Tufcany for Florence,
was fettled for the firt week in January ;
and that of the Emperor to join the army
in Bohemia, for the fecond of the fame
month : Jbut the report is now contradicted.
Every day may however, in the prefent
critical fituation of affairs, produce fome
great event, and you fhall be informed of
any occurrence that arifs of moment.

Q4
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LETTER XXVIIL

Afpeét of the Court.—Military Operalions.—
Capture of Habelfchwert.—Conduél of the
Emprefs on that event.— Deferttons.—Dif-
content.at Vienna.— Preparations for a fecond
Campaign.

Viesna, Janeary 27, 1779.

'WE remain flill in the fame anxious
fituation, uncertain as to peace or
war. The new year opened it is true, with
the cuftomary day of Galu, held on the
firft of January, at which their Imperial
Majefiies, accompanied by the Archdukes
and Duchefles, were all prefent. But it
was long believed that the Emprefs would
not admit of any public entertainments
being exhibited during the Carnival ; and
the atually perfified in her determination
upon that point, tg the laft moment. The
interpoﬁtion and remonftrances of her fon
the
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the Emperor furmounted however, not with-
out difficulty, her repugnance to thefe
amufements, which are at length allowed
to take place in the ufual manner. The
Emperor himfelf attended by the Great
Duke and Duchefs of Tufcany, appeared
at one of the mifked balls; but except on
this fingle occafion, Vienna has difplayed
fearcely any marks of feftivity, and it is
perhaps at prefent, of all the capitals in
Europe, the lcaft chearful.

The feverity of the winter has by no
means altogether produced.a ceffation in
the operations of war. Frederic, who is
retired to Breflaw, where he now refides,
does not, it is true, perfonally conduct
thefe incurfions, as they may be termed;
thewr objeét being principally plunder and
coritributions. His nephew, the Hereditary
Prince of Brunfwic, fupplies his place, and
has wade himfelf mafter of Troppau and
Jagerndorf, the only two remaining dif-
tricts of Silefia yet unannexed to the Pruf-
fran Monarchy It 1s apprehended that he

. wil]
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will maintain himfelf there till the opening of
the campaign, - If however the Auftrians
‘have been driven in, or compelled to retreat
on that fide, they have taken ample ven-
geance in another quarier, and have ob-
tained a very brilliant advantage over the
enemy.

- Colonel Palavicini arrived here a few
days fince, with intelligence of the furprize
and capture of Habelfchwert, It is a for-
tified town of confiderable ftrength and
importance, fituate in the county of Glatz;

" which is & difmembered portion of Bohe-
ma, reconquered by Maria Therefa during
the war of feven years; but, eeded anew
to his Pruffian Majefty at the peace of Hu-~
bertfbourg. The Prince of Hefle Philip-
ftahl, who commanded in the place, toge-
ther. with his whale garrifon, are made pri-
foners of war. Count Kinfki and General
Wurmfer, to whom the condut and execu-
tion of the attempt was entrufted, have
defervedly gained great applaufe. Flaving

d'apidly affembled & body of troops, they
marched
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marched during the night, favoured by the
darknefs ; approached the walls in filence .
foon after daybreak; and infiantly placing
their fcaling ladders, as Laudohn did
formerly at Glatz and at Schweidnitz, they
mounted the ramparts before the enemy was
aware of the attempt, or in any inanner pre-
pared for their attack, After a feebledefence,
Habelfchwert fell into their hands. Frederic
muft be deeply fenfible to fo unexpetted an
affront, as well as {o ferious a difafter ; noris
it doubted that he will treat the Prince of
Heffe, as he did the unfortunaté General

Finck, after the memorable affair of Maxen.
'The capture of Habelfchwert opens one
of the paflages into Silefia, and may be.
followed by important confequences, if it
is not fpeedily regained. As it may be
denominated the firft fuccefsful attempt to
carry the war into the enemy’s dominions
fince the commencement of hoftilities, the
intelligence is peculiarly grateful to the
Emperor. It has occuﬁoned the. warmeft
' , L demons
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demonftrations of Joy throughout Vienna,
and has diffipated for an inftant the gloom
of the Imperial palace. Even Maria Therefa
herfelf, however averfe to the prefent con-
teft, 1s not infenfible to the cvent. When
Palavicini, who arrived with the ftandards
taken from the enemy, was prefented to her;
fhe received the news with extraordinary
fatisfaétion, and liftcned with the utmolt
complacency, while he rclated to her all
the particulars of the ftorm and furrender
of Habelfchwert. Being inforined that the
mhabttants had fuffered confiderably by
pillage, during the firfi fary of the troops,
her heart was affeted. Going to her bureau.
.fhe opened it, and took from thence a bag
containing five hundred ducats in gold ; then
putting it into Palavicini’s hand, * I defire,”
faid fhe, * that this fum may be diftributed
“ In my name to the unfortunate fufferers,
‘ whofe houfes or effeCs have been plun-
“ dered by my foldiery : it will be of fome
“ little ufe and confolation to them under

“ their
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“ their misfortune.” So fingular an a&
of liberality and compaffion towards the
inhabitants of a Pruffian town taken in war,
has occafioned much aftonithment, and has
even given rife to a variety of opinions ref~
peling its propriety, as well as its wifdom
and poiicy.  There are not wanting perfons
here who cenfure her conduét with feverity,
attribute 1t to the feruples of a wounded
wind confeious of the njultice of the war
m whicn flie 1s engaged, and who confider
fuch muaificence us ill beftowed.  Without
pretending lo analize the fecret feelings of
the Emprefs’s breaft, 1t feems neverthelefs
impoffible not to admire the aét, or not to do
Juliice to the philanthropy and benevolence
of Maria Therefa; qualities which have
unifornly Marked her chara&ter at every
period of her life. Palavicini has been
raifed from a Colonel, to the rank of Major
General. ' .
This fortunate event is not the only one
which has taken place within the laft few
'da'.ys;
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days ; another very confiderable advaritage
having been gained by a body of Auftrians
over the enemy, in a f{kirmith near Zuck-
mantel in Silefia. A few more fuch actions
would bereave the Pruffians in a greas degree
of that reputation, which conftitutes an
important part of their military fuperiority,
and would teach the Auftrian foldiey to re-
gard himfelf as their equal. Frederic has
moreover fuffered immenfely by defertion,
as always happens at the commencement of
a war. I heard the Baron de Breteuil, the
Ambafiador of France, affert only two days
ago, that he had himfelf given pafics to
more than thirteen thoufand French de-
ferters from the Pruflia army, the greater
part of whom entered Auftria from Bohemia,
over the bridge acrofs the Dandbe at Linta.
The Emprefs has likewife fuftained no in-
confiderable lofs from the fame caufe; but
yet, far lefs than her adverfary, becaufe her
armies are compofed principally either of
her native fubjets, or at leaft of Germans.
Notwith-
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Notwithftanding fo many exhilarating
circumftances, which feem to prefage a prof-
perous campaign, the Court continues to be
gloomy and joylefs. The Great Duchefs
of Tufcany’s health, which is very precari-
ous, increafes the dejeftion in the Imperial
Palace: fhe is at this time much indifpofed.
Prince Kaunitz, whe may be confidered as
a political barometer, appears thoughtful,
and has loft his ufual good humour. The
general oflicers are known to be all difcon-
tented or difgufted. They cannot be igno-
rant of the fecret divifions in the Cabinet,
and are well aware how much every operation
of war will be weakened or counteracted by
the Archduchefs Chriftina’s influence over
her mother. They do not lefs deprecate, I
believe, the Emperor’s prefence and inter-
ference in the field, which was fo pernicious
m  Bohemia, three Months ago. Even
Jofeph himfelf, inftruéted by experience, or
apprehenfive of Ruffian interference, is
thought to be no longer dverfe to pacific

- propofitions, -
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propofitions. It is imagined that overtures
to that purpofe will be made through the
Court of Peterfburgh, as Prince Repnin is
at Breflau with his Pruffian Majefty, occu-
pied, we underftand, in concerting the pre-
himinaries.

The profpett of peace does not however
induce the Auftrian Government to intermit
their preparations for meeting the approuch-
ing campaign. Very heavy taxes have been
levied on the people, and proportionate ex-
ertions are making to raife a force, capable

“not only of facing Frederic in the ficld, but
of giving him battle. The Emperor cannot
intrench himfelf a fecond time in an inaccef-
fible camp, and allow the Pruffians to defolate
his dominions, without totally breaking the
fpirit of his troops, which the late fortunate
events at Habelfchivert and Zuckmantel,
have greatly elevated. Three hundred and
fifty thoufand men, it is aflerted, will be
under arms in Bohemia and Moravia, before
May. So prodxglous a ftrength, properly

11 conduéted,
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condufled, might enable Maria Therefa
and Joleph to carry the war into S.xony
or Silefia, and almoft to ditate terms at the
gates of Breflau, or of Drefden. T-deric,
it 13 cerlain, cannot, even includiag h:s allies,
bring iuto the ficld more than about two-
thirds of the Auftrian force. But his name,
his caufe, and the cnergy, as well as de-
cifion of his councils, may perhaps more
than counterbalauce the fuperiority of num-
bers. The campaign is expefted to open
hetimes, and whenever it begins, the thock
muit be terrible. We wait here with
anxious folicitude for further information re«
Jalive to peace.

¥OL. II. R
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. LETTER XXIX.

State of fociety at Vienna.—Female manners and
edncation.—Difpofal of time.—Drcfs.—Style of
beanty.—Scverity of the Emprefs in reftraining
diffipation. — Superfiition. — Men.— Dofects of
their  education.— Literary  prolibitions.— Ienc-
rance of the upper ranks—Opulence of the yrea’
Nobilitv. — Executiois. — Police.—Spics. — Bi-
gotry.—Bclief in familiar  [pirits, and iz the
philofopher’s  flone.— Laloraterics. — Fencratic:
Jor Paracelfus.—Belicf in jocicts to proloy [f:
— Theatrical amufements—Univerfality of 1he
French language.—Climare of Vicni:a.

Vienna, February 2, 1774,

IT is time to turn our attention i*om
military preparations and levies, to imazes

of another kind ; to the picture of manncrs,
and the defcription of private lile. A ruli-
dence of two winters in Vienna, added to a
perfonal acquaintance with the far greater
part of thofe who compofe its fociety in the
beft fenfe of the term; cnable me to fpeak
with fome information on the interior of
this metropolis, its pleafures, occupations,
and inhabitants. Few European cities offer
niore
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more refources to a ftranger, who does not
place his felicity in abfolute diffipation.
He will not indeed find here the produc-
tions of art, or the monuments of antiquity,
which are to be feen at Florence, or may
be ftudied at Rome. The circle of elegant
pleafures that Paris offers; or the more ele-
vated range of mingled knowledge, bufinefs,
and recreation afforded by London, are not,
it Is true, charaferifiic of Vienna. But the
Auftrian capital, however limited in its gra-
ufications, may, ncverthelefs, moft ufefully,
as well as agrecably detain a foreigner; and
I ti-all always, in the review of my patft life,
clicem the time which I have fpent here,
among the beft employed, as well as moft
}s]wﬁng which 1t has been my lot to pafs
in any country of Europe.

It is not in Vienna, as with us, where a
native of France or of Germany, however
rich, highly born, or accomplithed, may
pafs not only one, but many winters, in vain
endeavours to force his way into the private
fociety of the Great. He is not driven
here, as he is in London, or in Paris, to
frequent the theatres and public places of

R Q diverfion,
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diverfion, by way of refuge from dulnefs.
llere a fort of patriarchal fimplicity fub-
fifts, in the midfi of thole entertainmients
or cxhibitions which wealth and lusury have
Introduced. "The upper orders feem to con-
{titute only one large family, of whem
Maria Therefa is the common parent.  The
rallying point of pleafure and rclaxution at
Vienna is found in the higheft circles, to
which a foreigner 1s immediately carricd.
The aficvmblics of Prince Kaunitz, and of
Prince Coloredo, are the firft into which
every firanger of condition is introduced
after his arrval. It is unneceflary to re-
peat, that the former is Prime Muifter
and Chancellor of Maria Therefa, ws Queen
of Hungary and Dohimia; while Prince
Coloredo is the Vice-Chanceiler of Jofiph
the Second, 1n his quality of Emperor of
Germany.  As the houfes of Leil, which
may be faid to form a part of the Impe-
rial palace, are open every evening for the
receptionof company, ticy conftitute a prin-

jal - fource of amufement at Vienna. It
i, befides, an attention expefted from per-
fons who have been prefented to thofe Mi-
” niiters,
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niflers, that they fhould frequently be feen
of an evening among the crowd in their
drawing-roomns. There is not the fmalleft
degree of ‘conftraint impofed by the pre-
ftnce of Prince Kaunitz, who is ufually
engaged at billiards, in a cornerof the apart-
ment ; and every one is at perfect hiberty
to amufe himfelf, either at play, or in con-
verfation, as his inclinations may lead him.
Niarly an equal frecdom reigns at Prince
Coloredo’s, who, furrounded by his nume-
rous fons,daughters, and their defcendantsor
connexions, unites to the utmoft fimplicity
of raanners, all the politenefs of a courtier
anda gentleman.  Every circumftance con-
duces to put a foreigner at his eafe, and
infenfibly to diveft hun of the aukwardnels
or embarrailiment natural on {inding himfelf
in the md{t of u focicty, wiih whofe habits
and common topics of converfation he is
necellardy unacquainted. *

It muft, neverthelefs, be admitted that
the Auttrian manners are cold aud referved
on firft acquaintance. There is a certain in-
dolent indifference and liftlefs tranquillity
which charatterize them, as widely removed

R 3 - from
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from our national thynefs and taciturnity, as
they are from the French frivolity, loquacity,
and levity. Time, habit, and a quiet, rather
than a noify civility, infenfibly furmount this
impediment to converfation. 'The Auftrian
Jadies are by no means deficient in external
accomplifhments, mental and perfonal: they
are in general elegant, graceful, and pleafing;
bat they rarely pofiefs, like thofe of France
and England, a cultivated mind. Theprinci-
pal reading of a woman of quality, is unfortu~
nately fuch as tends to pervert and contra&,
rather than to enlarge, exalt, andimproveher
underftanding. Holy legends, lives of faints
and devotees, mafles, and homilies, conftitute
her chief information. She knows little of
Madame de Sevigne, and lefs of the produc-
tions of Racine, Moliere, or Fontenelle. 1f
fhe has perufed the works of Cervantes, of
Crebillon,and of LeSage, the has done much.
But, on the other hand, with the writings of
Saint Therefa, and thereveries of Saint Ca-
tharine of Sienna, the is perfeétly familiar.
- This want of female improvement is uni-
verfal, and the neceffary refult of their con-
fined education. Young women of condition
11 are
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are all fent to a convent, either at Prague,
at Prefburg, or at .Vienna. There they
are taaght to fing hymns to the Virgin,
and Lo tell their beads devoutly. Of hiftory,
poetry, and polite letters, they imbibe no
tincture; and the {pirit, if not the precepts
of their religion, fet bounds to any liberal
enquiries, by the deteflation that they in-
fpire for heretics, and heretical productions.
Women of fathion rarely fir out in a
morning, cxcept to hear mafs, or on par-
ticular occafions. They ufually take a cup
of coffee or chocolate when they rife; and
they either remain afterwards invifible in
their own apariments, in a ftate of the
greatelt undrefs, or devote the hours before
dinner to the occupation of the toilet. Few
of them admit vifits from men at that time
of the day, which is facred to indolence,
affected to devotion, or referved for private
concerns of a domefiic nature. A morning
at Vienna is indeed fhort, as the general
hour of dining is ftill half paft two, and
was formerly one o'clock ; but it has gra-
dually grown later for fucceflive years,

R 4 Prince
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Prince Kaunitz forms the only exception.
The afternoons of courle are long ; and it
i1s accounted polite to vifit, \\he:mer it is
known that a numecrous company is met,
about half paft four, jufi as they are nifing
from table.

The eventag may properly be faud to begin
about eigul. or earlier.  Piefides the houfes
of Prince kaunitz and Coloredo, there are

_others, in which. during winter, aficmblics
are held once a week, or more frequently.
Anmong the chief, it would be unjufi not
to mention that of the ¥French Ambafifador;
the oruy member of the ¢ Corps diploma-
“ tique,” whofe eftublifhment enables him
to entertain in a ftyle of magnificence.
Tces und lemonades are offered to the com-
28ny; but there is never any fupper except
by particular invitation. l’lay 1 geneml :
Ombre is among the reigning games; Loo,
as well as Whift, very common: l«ll‘O(‘,
Trnflette, Reverf¢, and 'I'ric 1'rac, much in
vogue. Ladies who do not it down to
cards, frequently have on their lap a little
box of old Lac, and employ themfelves in

untwifling
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untwifiing gold thread, which by no means
prevents converfation, as it only occupies
the fingers. The referve of the Auftriun
women, {o unpleafunt on firfl acquaintance,
imperceptibly wears off, and gives place to
their natural character. Their converfation,
if not improving, is rarely deficient in {pi-
rit, vivacity, and animation. Dut a learned
woman, o common with us, is a thing
totally unknown at Vienna. 1 ought in
Juftice likewile to fay, that there are fome
pleafing and  fhining  exceptions to the
imputation of ignorance. No capital in
Luvope can produce perfons more diftin-
guithed by natural and acquired endow-
ments, or of minds more hiberal and en-
larged, than the Countefs Thun, and the
Countels de Pergen : the houfes of both are
the rendexvous of every perfon who pre-
tends to refinement, and form the beft
refource for the Englith during their ftay
n this capital.

'The women drefs well, with great tafle,
and greater magnificence. I never faw in
any Court fuch a profufion of diamonds,

unlefss
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unlefs, perhaps, at Lifbon; and they dif-
pofe their jewels with no little elegance.
During the Carnival they endeavour to
make amends for the privations impofed by
Lent, which extend not only to the table,
but even to the toilet. 'They have, how-
ever, the abfurdity common in every king-
dom in Xurope, except Iingland, of drefi-
ing girls at feven and eight years old, like
women of fixteen or eightcen, with pow-
der, a high head, a Chignon, und a hoop;
which 18 1 faét the fecret of rendering
them old before they are young. Vienna
abounds with beautiful women; but they
are not all natives of Auftria, or even of
Germany. Bohemia, Hungary, Italy, and
Poland, of which laft country a confider-
able part is now become fubjet to Maria
Therefa, confpire 10 adorn the Imperial
capital with their refpective tribute of
beauty. Every circle of the German Em-
pire may claim its fhare in compofing the
fociety of this its common metropolis, as all
the cities of Greece contributed towards the
;Venus of Apelles. The national, or pro-

vineial
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vincial caft of character is, however, ufually
preferved, and eafy to be diftinguifhed. The
women of condition are noble in their de-
portment, and have a natural air of dignity.
I think that in general their perfons are ona
larger fcale than with us, and that there are
more fine forms, than pretty figures: their
hair and teeth are commonly good, parti-
cularly the latter, to which the drynefs of
the air and climate contribute. If there be
room for criticifim, it is about the neck.
Nature feems to have been lavith of that
attribute of beauty, only in Italy and in
Greece; while in other Kuropean countries
fhe difpenfes it with a more fparing hand:
there are in Vienna itfelf many charming
exceptions to the remark.

Rouge is umverfally worn by married
and unmarried women of fathion ; but they
ufe it in general with moderation, as well
as tafte: girls of fifteen wear it as much as
perfons of thirty. The Archduchefles alone
are never rouged, the Emprefs not per-
mitting them to be fo on any occafion
whatever. After the death of the late

Emperor
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Emperor Francis in 1765, rouge was abfo-
lutely and univerfally forbidden by Maria
Therefa, on pain of her difpleafure; nor did
any one dare to ufe it, even in private com-
panies, on the moft feleét parties. Nothing
can more ftrongly prove the fpecies of ma-
ternal ;power which the Emprefs exercifes
over her people, which fometimes affumcs
a religious, at other times a political, or
moral charaller. They obey with a fort of
filial fubmiffion, in which refpe and attach-
ment are blended ; though they murmur and
complain at the fame moment. It malt be
confeffed, that the authority is very unlimit-
ed, which can enforce fuch a probibition
throughout a whale capital, during a con-
fiderable length of time. Peter the Great,
defpotic as he was, found the obfiacles in-
fuperable in many inftances, when he at-
tempted to regulate drels and manners
among his fubjeéts. Rouge revived gradu-
ally and imperceptibly, as the Emprefy’s gricf
wore off, and her confequent repugnance to

the demonftrations of joy or fefiivity,
If it were pofiible by feverity, as well as
example,
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example, to banifh and eradicate from any

city, that intercourfe between the fexes which

we commonly denominate gallantry,itwould

have been totally extinguifhed at Vienna.

"The Lmpress, rigidly virtuousin herown con~

dudt, faithful to the marriage bed, and never

fulpected of lemale weaknefs, makes very little

allowance for the indifcretions of others.

She cruflics every degree of libertinifm be-

neath the immediate weight of her difplea-

fure. A woman of condition, if known to

“be trail, unlefs Ler frailty be confined to one
lover, ant managed with tke utmoft atten-

tion to privacy and decorum, is certain to
receive an order 1o quit Vienna: perhaps

fhe 15 obliged to languifh cut life in fome

obfcure provincial town of Hungary, Auf-

tria, or other parts of her Imperial Ma-

Jeliy’s dominions.  Such exercifes of fu-
preme authority, however defpotic, and in

fome inftances perhaps fevere, capricious,

or miftaken, yet operate moft forcibly to
maintain the purity of morals in the capital,”

It is hardly poflible to conceive how mi-

nute and, circumftantial a detail her inqui-

ries
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ries embrace, relative tothe private conduét
of her {ubjets of both fexes: their aGtions,
amufements, and pleafures, even the moft
concealed, are conftantly reported to her.
She employs emiffaries or fpies, who omit
nothing for her information. I could re-
late from my own perfonal knowledge,
fome curious and entertaining inftances of
her infpeétion into the conduét of the Ladies
of her Court: but t'ie fubjet is too delicate
jor particilar deta's,  An illiberal fuper-
ftition, rather tl:an a rational difapproval of
gallantry. on account of the private and po-
liticul ills whicu it produces, fraquently ac-
tuates her in this rigorous preicuiption.

In no Fluropeau capital ai . 1o et de-
cency, caution. and reipeci ior xppearaaces
maintained, in all councvions of pleafure or
attachment, as at Vienna. ‘T'hefe artentions
are indifpenfable, in order to avoid attract-
ing the Imperial notice, always followed by
reprehenfion or punifhment. Gallantries
here are covered with a myfterious veil, and
affume the exterior of friendfhip. Unlike the
fickle and libertine amours of Warfaw, or

of
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of Peterfburgh, they generally lufi for a
quarter of a century, and are rarely broken
off on cither fide. Slow in forming, they
are ftill more flow in diffolving. I am in-
clined to believe, that befides the refiraints
alluded to, neither the climate nor the air of
Auflria are favourable to violent paffions of
any kind. 'There is fomething phlegmatic in
the conftitution of the inhabitants, phyfical
and intellectual, wir -his adverfe to firong
emotions. ‘L'lie prefence of the Ermprefs,
who is alvuys refident in, ¢. near her Capi-
tal; ani-Le terrorinfpires by her vigilance,
ac well as ver refentincia, opesate in reprefi=
ing all vxc !t Suresfitior, confeilors, and
penanees, i Lol e temporai motives.
Dui the v .o of trailty neverthelefs
exifis; even V'enia has its Meflfalinas,
tlough certainly .u fmaller number, and
marked with fainter colours than elfewhere.
The fuperftition of an Aufirian woman,
however charalteriftic, habitual, and excef-
five, is by no means inconfiftent or incom-
patible with gallantry : fhe fins, prays, con-
fefles, and begius anew; but fhe never
omits
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omits her mafies, not even for her lover,
Few Ladies touzh meat either on the Fri-
day or Saturday of every week, or during
the whole period of Lent; and they confefs
frequently ; 1if not from principle, yet from
habit or from fear. The marriage ring is
feldom worn or kept, as its lofs would be
ominous in their eftimation, and prefage
misfortune. In order to avoid fo great a
calamit y, they are gencrally fent 1o a cele-
brated chapel of the Virgin, at Maria Zell
n Styria; a fhrine where I am affured there
are more gold rings, than the Carthagiman
General found on the ficld of Connwe
Very little of the exterior of devotion i1s
neverthelefs vifible among women of condi-
tion : 1t interrupts no plealures of fociety
or converfation ; it ncither mixes with their
difcourfe, nor tinges their manners: they
referve it for the altar, or the confeffor. 1
ought likewife to add, that there are not a
few who entertain much more liberal and
expanded ideas of the Deity and of Reli-
gion, than the Catholic Faith ufually in-
fpires, particularly at Vienna.

After
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After confidering the fofter fex, infpeak-"
ing of the men, it is juft to make a leading:
dlf’unalon. T'he Aufirian youth of rank or-
condition arein general infupportable. Dif="
tinguifhed only by pride, ignorance, and il-
liberality ; regarding thenelvesas fuperior to
every other European hation, becaufe théir
fovereign is titular head of the German Em-
pire ; a]to«cther deflitute of unp"o‘ement,
commonly haughty and affuming; they want
equally the inclinationand the reqmﬁtes tobe”
agreeable n focwty It i3 true, that like us,
they commonly travel ; that is fronr Vienna
to Paris, through Ttab, and home. They
imitate the French manners, biit pofiefs
ncither the urbanity, ‘the viv aclty ‘rior the’
elegant levity of France. Though coxcombs,
they are not amufing ones, and in-cultivation
of mind they are totally deficient: The
untv erhtles and iemmancs of m&ruéhon,
icarcely more calculated to form, of to en-'
large'the Underﬁandmg, than the nunneries”
where ‘the other fex. aré educated. An
ecclefiaflic is ufually feleted for the purpofe,.
VOL. IT. S whofe
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whofe cares .are. principally limited to the
morals of his puplls. Temperate in their
appetites and pleafures, the youth of Vicnna
appear to me by no means to merit the
inlputat{on affixed on the Germans, of a
fondnefs for wine. )
"1t is among men of riper years, in every
department civil or military, that are found
polithed manners, urbanity, and attention
to ﬁrangers., In folid endowments of under-
ftanding, in local information, and in all the
hranches of official knowledge which qualify
for filiing offices of ftate or truft with honour
and ability; they may vie with the nobility
of any country in Europe. ButIaminclined
to believe, that fewer perfons of extenfive
reuding and information are found among
them, p;‘oportmn obferved, than. in any of
the German Courts. 'T'o the injudicious
bigotry of the Emprefy, may chiefly be
attub,uted the deﬁclency It is hardly cre-
dible how’ many books ‘and produétions
of every fpcueb, and | in every language, are
profcnbcd by her.  Not only Voltaire and
Rouﬁ'eau are included in the hft, from the
. fappofed
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fuppofed immoral tendency, or licentious
nature of their writings; but many authors
whom we confider as unexceptionable or
barmlefs, experience a fimilar treatment. A
fentence reflecting on the Catholic religion ;
a doubt thrown upon the fanétity of fome
hermit or monk of the middleages; any com-
pofition in which the pleafures of love are
warmly depiCtured ; for I by no means fpeak
of thofe licentious writings which it is the
duty of every government to fupprefs j—in
a word, any work where fuperftition is at-
tacked or cenfured, however flightly, attralls
immediate notice, and is inftantly prohibited
under fevere penalties.

The far greater number of thofe books
which conftitute the libraries of perfons dif:
tinguifhed for tafte and refinement, not merel v
m I'rance or England, but even in Rome or
Florence, are rigoroufly condemned; and
their entry into Vienna is attended with
1o lefs difficulty than danger. It is indeed
true, that notwithftanding every prohibition,
knowledge infenfibly piercés, aud gradually”
diffufes itfelf over the Auftrian dominieps.

52 -4 But
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. Butits progrefsis neceffarily proportioned
to:the impediments thrown in its way. On
application to the literary inquifitors or cen-
Jors, who regulate this. branch of internal
police, almoft any work may likewife be pro-
cured, though not without trouble, expence,
and.delay. Leipfic, Paris, or the Ilague, to
one.or other of which places recourfe. muft
ufually be had, are diftant. The indolence
nitural to;the buman mind, frequently pre-
vents fuch an exertion, and extinguifhes the
feeble. fpark of defire to receive entertains
19ept. or improvement. 'The Aufirian no-
blhgy of both fexes, a few excepted, feem
indeed nerer to read; and appear equally
d#titute of an acquhintance with the polite,
a«&"‘kbﬁ; .u’e ‘'with the nbﬁrufe, hrauches of
ftudy.or h;terature . '
. 'The Hungaraps of diftm&non are com-,
n;pnlg mafters. of Latm, becaufe among
t};e,m it is ful}, o imng Jaﬂme, -as all the
proceedings of thg\(}w;ts -of Judicature,,
andvexan. the @b@a&s of Goyernment,
m@Mm ,tbegm%e of pntient- Rome.
Bujedoxs.apdjrifprudencegend very listlese
K- TR regulate
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regulate their tafle, or to intreduce them to a
famibaujty with the great writersof antiquity.
It is not on the banks of the Dannbe, under
Princes of the [oufe of Auftria, that fuch
work< are julily valued or appreciated.
Horace, Sallufi, Virgil, and Tacitus, have
here few readers, and fewer admirers. The
hereditary fuperftition of Leopold and the
Ferdinands, which furvives in the prefent
Fmprefs, precludes their entrance and ré-
ception. It is probable that the death of
Manma Therefs, and the acceflion of Jofeph
the Second to the Hungarian and Bohemian
Crowns, will produce a vaft revolution in
the human mind. His fentiments on re-
ligious fubjetts, though by no means clearly
developed, arc known to be more liberal ;
and they will, it is fuppofed, operate to
throw down the political and moral barriers
which for ages have prevented the diffufian
of improvement among the various chalies
of people.

Many of the great ndbility here are
extremely opulent, and méintain a fplendor
it thicir eftabliftiments faited to thelr rank.

83 They
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They have ufually a palace in Vienna, and
anather in the fuburbs, where they alter-
nately refide, according to the feafon of the
year. A piece of magnificence, peculiar,
as I believe, to the Imperial Court, is that
all the Minifters emplayed in the principal
offices or charges, are lodged at the expence
of the Government, in houfes or rather fuits
of apartments belonging to the Emprefs.
Thofe of Prince Kaunitz are very fuperh.
The range of rooms occupied by Pringe Co-
Joredo, as well as thofe of Caunt Rofemberg
the. % Grand Chambellan,” conftitute part
of the vaft edifice of the Imperial palace.
If, however, they are thus pravided with
lodgings at the coft of the Crown, on the
other hand, it muft be owned, that the ap-
pointments and falaries of the great officers
of ftate in every department, are, according
to our ideas and modes of eftimation, not
mérely narrow, but totally inadequate to
ﬁ:ammg the ‘dignity of their public fitua-
ons. . Lhe Mafter of the Horfe bas only
faut thouﬁ\nd fiorins & year, which make

fmedy four hundred pounds flerling; and
the
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the “ Grand Chambellzm receives no more
than twelve hundred florins. "All the in-
ferior “ Chambellans,” who amount to near
fifteen hundred, have only the pnvx]ege of
wearingat their pocketa gold key, the{ymbol
of theu' funCtion. Every other place in the
gift of the Crown, bears nearly the fame
proportion. ;
"The family of Lichtenftein may be efteem-
ed one of the wealthieft in Vienna. Prince
Francis, who is the head of that houfe
poflefles, I am affured, an anntal income o
at leaft feventy thoufand pounds fterling.
Tt is neverthelefs thought that prince Efter-
hazi, with a receipt of only fifty thoufand
pounds a-year, is in fa& a richer man. The
reafon is that the Lichtenftein eftates lie
principally in Bohemia, Moravia, and Auf-
trian Silefia, where the taxes are very heavy
and oppreflive; whereas the lands of Prince
Efterhazi are fituated almoft exclufively in
‘Hungary, where the power of the Crown in
levying pecuniary fupplies, is confined by
charters, privileges, and compas, whichthe.
Hunganans, though eminently loyal, defend

\
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againfi all Encroachment When athis palace
of Efterhazi, about thirty miles from Vienna,
where he refides during a great part of the
year, the Prmce maintains an eftablifhment
approacfnﬂg in every refpet to royal ; and
he i is, I believe, the only fubject in Europe,
who l\eeps in pay a regular company of
guards. During the time that he pafles at
Vlen.na, he lives with far more privacy.
Except Prmce Kaumtz and PrinceColoredo,
therek 1§ mdeed no perfon here fits down

eoularly evcry day to fixteen or eighteen
covers.

If London or! Pana offer more variety of
mtel[e&ual pleaf uresandenjoyments, Vienna
atleaftabounds in every delicacy for the gra-
tification of the palate? and theindulgence of
appetlte.' 'Senfuality itfelf muft be fatisfied
with the tables of the nobility, which are
fer\ed w1th great profulion; Hungary, Mo-
rav la, and above all Bohemia, fupplymg

y very kmd of luxurv for. the epicure. 'The
bexman partrldges and pheafants are
’ted to be’ mﬁmtel-y fuperior in ﬂguour
g ‘113993 ané’e or, Italy 1 dare not
o relate
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relate what I have heard of the quantities
of game, large and {mall, killed, or rather
{laughtered, in fome. of the Bohemian fhoot-
ing parties. Many hundred head of deer, .
lmres, boar, and all kinds of wild fowl, are
maflacred by thefe relentlefs {portfmen;
if {fuch they can with propriety be efteemed,
who eftimate the diverfion only by the
multitudes which they deftroy, and by the
facility of the chace.  The Danube, as well -
as the lakes of Hungary, furnith a variety
\of filh ; aud oyfters are even brought from
the Adriatic, either from I'neft, Fiume,
or Venice, as are many kinds of fea fith.
Piedmont contributes the largeft and the
fincft truffles that I ever tafled, which pre-
ferve all the delicacy of their original fla-
vour, though tranfported acrofs the Alps.
Prince Kaunitz is regularly fupplied with
them from Turin. In no article do the
_Auﬁ:rlans dlfplay more maghnificence or va-
ricty than in their wines; and in many
houfes, as Lad y Wortley Montagu remarked
fixpy years ago, a printed lift of them is pat
under every plate. I have now by me

“that
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that of Prince Sc’hwa'rtzembe'rg, as well as
that of Cardinal Migazzi, Archbifhop of
V:emxa, and I fhall copy the former, as
a fpecxmen
“ Vin d’Abfynthe.
" % Vin d’Autriche.
" . % Vin de Razerfdorf.
“ Vin de Rhin.
“ Vin de Mofelle.
¢ Vin de Nuitz.
« Vin de Champagne.
* Vin de Malaga.
« Vin de Bacaret.
~ % Vin d’Alicante.
¢ Vin de Balmfec.
“ Vi de Cerifes.
“ Vin de Tokay.”

In this Iift, which includes fome of the
fineft wines of Auftria, Hungary, Germany,
France, and Spain, an Englifhman will how-
ever probably remark that nelther Port, Cla-
ret, nor Madeira are to be found. ’

. -“Notwith&auding'.thc ‘number dnd deli~
cany'of their wines, which might naturally
tempt to an indulgence, the Auftrians; as

I have
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1 have already obferved, are very temperate
and moderate in the ufe of them. I never
faw a fingle inftance of a young man of
fathion intoxicated, during the whole time
that I pafled at Vienna. If they commit
excefles, they certainly are not thofe of wiue. .
This remark, however, applies only to the
upper claffes; the people, like the.Germans
in general, are more additted to the ufe and
abufe of firong liquors. .
~ Crimes as well as punifhments are rare,

owing to the vigilance and feverity of the
police. * A murder is fcarcely ever commit-
ted, and robberies are fo uncommeon, that
at almoft every hour of the day or night,
a firanger may walk the fireets, or travel
the public roads in fafety. Of courfe, exe-
entions happen: very feldom; but when
they take place, they are condufted, with
udmirable propriety, and in a way caleujated
to. produce the firongeft effect on the be-
holder. I had the curiofity, for the firft time
in my life, to be prefent at an execution,
--only a few days ago; which; from the cir--
cumftances - that attended it, well merits
a par-
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a partivalar defeription. Many ‘thoufand
tpettators ‘of all conditions were aflembled
to witnefs it ; and never was any public ce-
remony performed with fo much folemnity
and -awful decorum. TFour men, convicted
.of robbery, aggravated by circamftances of
‘oruelty and inhumanity, were fentenced to
‘die ; .not by the halter, as with us, but by
the fivord «of the executioner. They fuffered
on the Efplanade, without .one of the gates
of Vienna, upon a circular fpace or piece of
ground walled in, through which a flight of
fteps conduéled. to the platferm, or fummit,
-which was raifed twelve or fourteen feet above
the level of the.Efplanade. In order to com-
imand a better-vicw of it, 1 got into 4 cart
-placed fo near, that I could diftinguith even the
‘oimtenances and features of the criminals:
n'The firft of the four malefaGors having
‘oeadeated in a chair thut was ferewed down
irito the groimd, his arms and body wese
tiext tied with cords;. in- order to prevest
Bim from moviisg, and: his neck ‘was laid -bare
quitesto the dbgulders: A bandage being
&ravn -acrofsi His eyes, 'fodur Auguftine
‘ monks,
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monks, holding a crucifix, appredched, and
after prayer confeficd him. The execad
tioner's affiftant then colletting his hair, pulled
up his head, tothe utmofi extentof the neck,
with a view to afford a fairer mark. Mean.
while the exccutioner himfelf, who was a
very refpe¢table man both as to figure and
drefis, arrived at the fpotin a hackney coach.
When all the requifite preparations were
made, he threw oft' liis cloak, and ftending
in bis white waiftcoat, he firt difplayed i
the fcabbard, and then untheathed’ the ine
itrument of punithment. It was a firaight,
two-edged {word, of an equal brealithy quite
to the point, prodigioufly heavy, broad, and'
fharp as a razor. Coming in flank of the
criminal, who was blindfolded, and confe-
quently ignorant of the precife woment*$¥
his approach ; raifing the fword with both:
hands, he took off the head at a fingle ftrokey
with a dexterity and celerity exceeding ima-
gination. The affiftant held it ep firearn
ing wath blood, und then' laid’ it dowti on
the ground ; while the deesfitated “trunk’
was aligwéd to reranin for fome feconds fits

L3

.i tlng
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- 4ing in the chair, the blood fpouting ap at
#irft to the height of three or four feet in
the air. 'T'wo men then untied the corpfe,
and taking it by thelegs and fhoulders, bore
it to'a little diftance. The head was car-
ried withit, placed befide it, and both were

- covered with a large mat, which completely
concealed the whole apparatus from fight.

- Previous to the a& of beheading the fe-
cond culprit, the chair was wiped clean from
the bload with which it had been ftained ;
the ropes were wathed, and fand was {cat-
tered over the place; fo that when he was
brought t1p in his turn to fuffer, ng trace
of. the preceding execution was vifible.
About half an hour elapfed between. their
refpeftive deaths; the laft three being be-

- Hedded with the fume dexterity as the firfi,
and with fimilar circumftances. The velo-
city with which the fword paflfed through
‘the neck, and diffevered the head, was
“fuch, - that the blade fcarcely appeared
bloody. . After ;infliting each firoke, the
executioner took out.a white handkerchief,
sud carefully. wiped away the glgbules of

‘ g blood
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blood which fiood upon the fword; then -
fheathed, and laid it down at fome paces
from the chair, concealed by a cloak. The.
whole ceremony being ended, he advanced
forward, ncarly to the edge of the platform
or fcaffold, and holding up the infirument of
juftice, immediately after he had taken off
the head of the laft criminal, he addrefled
himfelf to the affembled multitude, demand-
ing whether he had well performed his
duty. They fignified their apprebation,
and he then vnthdrew, in the fame hack-.
ney coach which had conveyed him thither ;
while the people, before they difperfed, join-
ed with the monks in prayer for the fouls
of the departed. The four trunks and heads
were expefed during fome hours on wheels,
to the view of every one, and were after-
wards interred. -

I retired from this fcene deeply impreffed.
with fo unufual, as well as. folemn a fight,.
wluch excites, however, np fe,nfanon of
horror, and is attended w;th nothino* crueT
or repugnant to humamty dn the con-
trary, human mgenuxty and mercy could,

net
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¥ -pertraps devife a midde of ttﬂun‘g" awhy
T¥8, at oncefo fehient and fo mﬂ:antaneous.
In fa® it 1s ‘the work of one fecond only,"
and cannot poffibly be phyfically felt by’
the perfon put to death. 'The mind, and
not the body, feels the firoke, whereas the
halter, as we know, does not always deprive
of fentiment, or extinguifh being for many
minute-. 'Becapitation likewife makesa far
more awful and profound impreffion on the
fuorrounding multitude, who are deeply af-’
fofied by the fight of the heud‘l'efs trank,
and view every part of the ceremony with
other fenfations than thofe’ of an Englith
mob, afiembled to fee nlxen carried’ in o W'
cart to be hanted at Tyburn. Ilere if ex-
cites all thofe benehcml einotions uhlch
check the progrefs of crlme, and ° retam fo-
ciety within proper limits.
The rapidity’ and precifion with' wl‘m:h
the w&- of decapitation itfelf is performed
d&bﬂltutbs not itle leafl wonderful art of 1 1t,
iay be’ cﬁrﬁ[.’ared inits velocxty, to the
offict of light‘ﬁmg No axe could iufli&t fo’
| Shire ' ftroke, hwever well direted by the
mofi
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moft fkilful hands, aided by the firmefk
nerves. It is indeed rare thut we read of
an executioner thus taking off a head at
one blow. The Duke of Moumb‘uth, who
fuffered under James the Second, was hack+
ed 1o pieces by a terrified, or an unfkilful
praltitioner;; and numerous infiances of &
fimilar nature occur in eur fanguinary an-
nals, under the Tndv‘rs and the Stuarts. I
have been affured by more thun one perfon.~
here, thut the head frequently retains, fatq
three or four minutes, @ firong and ifibje-
principle of life, after its inftantaneous fepau
ration from the body ; that the tongue end
lips will even open and move. Weare told
that Marfhal Biron’s head made a bound +
on the fcaffold ; a fact aflerted by cotel;lpo-
rary and grave hiftorians, whofe authority
it is difficult to rejed. T will not venture
to fay any thing pofitive on this point, from
my own perfonal obfervation; butl appre-
hend that both the head and trunk are’cas
pable of frong convulfive fpufins or move~
wents, after their being dxﬂbvered from
each other; particularly \vhqu the perfon

T bebeaded

VOL 11.
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*igheaded 1s ‘4t the time 'in' high bodily
f;ea!th and vigor.” The barbarous and ab-
fird ¢ufiom, common formerly at Vienna,
Pragixc, and all over the' German Empire,
f uttchmg a glafs-full of the criminal’s
Y65d at the inftant of his bemh' béhcaded,
“%hich was fwallowed warm by perfons af-
fotted with cpileptic'diforders, as a certain
Temedy ; is now proHibited, ar rather fallen
ﬁﬁfo total contempt and difife. Reafon,
J)y the progrefs of philefophy, has ex-
’l;m tithed fo abominable, as well ‘as irra-

.ﬁonalk raflice.

i ; O 15 not merely over the puhhc fuféty, and
‘the fécurlty of the Auftrian capital, thdt the
jolicé undertakes topréfide. ‘I'he morals, no
s ti'lan ‘tie ¢onduét of all her fubjels,
fdrm object 6‘(’ the Emprefs’s conftant
&n fml‘etﬁ ﬂﬁ'g attention. It approachés
o‘ﬂ hiapy poxhts to figor, and may perﬁﬁpﬁ
bc' quftly thotight uhbécoming’rer d"?rmry,
4 Nl as iheMoaual to any ﬂxiut&ry pur-
‘j»o"fex *Momen Who are avciféd’dr ‘conn
s chohng therﬁﬁaltes, however f-
*’“&?f} ts He p'lerlfures of the piiblic, ate

Wmersaer o= inftantly
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inftantly taken up by her ordigifd: chd-
fihed. Many are annually tranfpoyfit down
‘the Danube, into the Banhat, of Lglmefoner;
a marthy and unwholefome provinite, an the
frontier of the Turhith dominions, It is €ad
that the city of Temefwaer is balf peopled
with ladies of eafy virtue and procurefpssd
beard the Emperor give a mafb Itsdicrous
defctiption of one of the Tattdr fort, vely
cclebrated in her profeflion, whom hdsadithe
curiofity to vifitin Sclavonia, to which remoter
country the had been banifhed Ly ‘Maria
Therefa, for her mifdemeanors. in Vienwa. !

Spies form a numerous, expenfivej dod
very obnoxious branch of the fate: pofisk.
No place is free from their imtrolion, ek
remémpt flom their enquirics, At thethestrd,
at the Ridottos, and at at public entertain-
ments, there are fome of tham poGeds;: not
merely to.protet the perfons or the propérty
of the audicnce, bat ta prevent ikewife the
fmalleft dppearance of immodelty onlissn-
tiotloefs. Thefe commiffaries rephrt to-the
Emprefs. every fac worthy her noticey s
mamy .which are by no means of & natuis'th

T 2 deferve
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ﬁferw attention or interference. Such
precautions neverthelefs would certainly be
very laudable, if thexgvere diretted by a ra-
tional defire of reftraining debauchery, and
moderatingits pernicious confequences. But
itisthe progrefs of ageand fuperitition, which
has gradeally rendered her aufiere; and fhe
is aGtuated rather by the narrow bigotry ofan -
abbefs, than by the enlarged and enlightened
ptinciples of a fovereign. Yet even her
errors are refpeCtable, fince they originate
in virtue, and her feverity unquefiionably
tends to reftrain excefles of every nature.
The Auftrians in general are much lefs
freé from prejudices, and more attached to
fuperflitious forms or obfervances, not only
than the French or Eunglifh, but'even thun
thenatives of Germany or Italy. Their habi-
tual bigotry is marked in almoft every a& of
ordinary life, or of common intercourfe and
eonverfation. . They reckon time, for infiance,
ot as.we do, from a certain day of ene
gnthy to a certain day of another:dftend
ol faying, from the 19th of March 40 the

218t of June, they count from St. Jofeph to
St.
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St.John: andin order to comprehend their
meaning, it is neceflary to become acquaiat-
ed with their Saints, who occupy almoftevery
day in the calendar. As a proof of the
afcendant which fuperflition had, and ftill
has over the inferior clafles, it will fuffice
to mention a well-known fa®. The Saints’
days were become fo numerous, as to affe&
materially the tranfations of commerce, and
even to impede the ordinary bufinefs of the
capital.  All the fhops being fhut on thofe
feflivals, the tradefman or the mechanic
pefied the whole of them in idlenefs, recrea=
tion, debauchery, or devotion.

An evil of fuch magnitude, which while
it impoverithed the people, was produtive
&other pernicious confequences to the

te, loudly demanded redrefs. The Em-
prefs applied, therefore, to the late Pope,
Gangane]li, for a difpenfytion from the ob-
fervance of many of thefe holidays. He
readily granted herrequeft ; a confiderable
number were erafed ; all further obfervance
of them was forbidden, and the people were
commanded, on pain of punifhment, to open

T3 their
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heit fhops, as well as:to purfue their refpec-
tive -occupations of trades. They did not
venture openly to refifi a maundate of the
Government, fanéioned by a paphl decree:
but cotrceiving it to be no k s impious, than
it was contrary to the priclice of their an-
éeftors, they contrived to etude and to render
it fruitlefs, by refufing o fell any article,
br by demanding an exorbitant: priee for it,
upbn’the days when they were eompelled to
open their {hops It 1s oty fix years ago
Arice ¥he cdict took tace. ‘Tune has bow-
everitfeniibly nrollified rheir intraGability,
and rendered-thesdi tmore docile : but it will
i'etldire along petiod, to eradicateprejudices
‘-hfhu‘b ‘have been'iminbed and cherifhed for
‘ﬁ:bceﬁue centufies.

Natural philofophy and friénce have
fcartely “made greater progrefs in Vienna,
t‘han urid reafon and real religien: The

dodrine of familiay fpirits, inconteivable as
“fuch"Wegknefs may appear, has its votaries
anid behievers, even among perfons *f'the
‘higheft rank, ‘Jtis not thercfore to be-won-
dered avthat méh arefodind, who, préfiting of

6 the
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the woaknefsand credulity commontohuman
nature, profefs to poffefs the fecret of invok-
g, fummoning, and commanding thefe
imafible agents. Princes, Minifters, -and
General Qticers of diftinguifhed reputation,
whom it would be ealy for me to name, are
not aihamed to liften to their pretended
difcoveries, to be initiated into their myfte-
ries, and to be prefent at their noQurnal
mvctinﬁf for the purpofe of evohing or raif-
ing apparitions.  Schrepfer would have
found asmany adherents, and made as many
profelytes here, as he did at Drefden. Even
1he Count de Gabalis himfelf might here
have:promulgated his doGrines, without any
apprehenfion from the fcepticifm, or the in-
«credulity of his audience. K
A futt notlefs incredible, is the eagernefs
and anxiety with which the philofopher's
ftone is av this very time fought after here.
:1 fhould not venture to affert, if I did hot
know from indifputable authority, that at
leaft three thoufund perfons aré at this time
occupicd in the refearch, wnt@m the clty gnd
fuburbs of Vienna. The Aufirian Goverh-

T 4 ment



280 - 'MEMOIRS ‘OF THE ~
ment gives the example to the fubje&t, and
hdlds out every neceffary encouragement
"to fuch as chufe to engage in the attempt.
In order to difcourage individuals, at the
fame time, from endeavouring. to attain fo
ineftimable a fecretas the art of tranfmuting
metals, it is forbidden to"carry. on chymical
procefles or opérations in private -houfes.
Any perfon detc@ed in fuch an occupation,
may be feized by the officers of pgiwe, and
all his apparatus confifcuted. But, if he
fhould be difpofed to.engage in the.under-
taking, the Government will not only facili-
tate it; they will even furnith him with the
means. - Profeffor Jaqum is empowered by
the Emprefs to receive propofals from fuch
as are inclined to enter op the attempt to
.make gold;.in- other .words, to find the
philofopher’s fione. ..‘They are immediately
provxded by him with a -room, charcoal,
qheuﬁls, crucibles, and every . requxﬁte, at

-be;' Majefty’s expence:.,

.. The late Emperor Francis, like his pre-
&agﬂ'qr n .t Impenal dignity, Rodolph
Secogd, 5xpended great fums in this
chimerical
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chimerical fearch. A perfon of the higheft
rank here, himfelf an adept, affured me that
not very many years ago, a man arrived at
Vienna, who profeffed to be in pofieffion of
the fecret of producing gold. Having made
an offerof his fervices to Francis, he accepted
them; but with a view of concealing the
tranfaCtion from the public eye, the Empe-
ror fent him into Hungary, where he had
purchufed a huufe and an eftate, named Hol-
litfch. T'wo military officers, chofen for
their fuppofed fidelity, accompanied the pro-
jeor, with orders very narrowly to watch
and to report upon his condutt. Tvery
thing neceffary for carrying on fo import-
ant a work was liberally provided, and
Francis promifed him an ample recompence,
if he accomplithed his promifes. The man
aftually fent fome gold to the Emperor,
attefted to be of his own produétic')n or fa-
‘brication, but it was only in fmall quantity.
After fome: time he fuddenly difappeared,
and the two officers abfconded with him.
The proje€tor, who has eluded all enquiry;
pever was heard of fince. But the officers,
" i"_/'
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it is afferted, have been feen fome time ago,
one at Malta, tho other at Hamhuggh.
Francjs, infiruéted, however, by experience,
employed no more alchymifts to make geld:
- Numbers of the firlt perionsin Vienpa
havelaboratoriesfitted upin their own houfes,
wh-cio,t_hey are daily and confiantly occupied
n tlvxea_fame {ingular, as well as unprofitable
pelgarch. Far from being undedeivesl, or
difgufted by ill fuccefs, they perfevere, and
expend no litte fums of mopey in the epr
deavour. [ have bcen many times in the
hl)bratpry of a great adept here, and have
{60, him employ ed in the progefs itielf. The
xqom gconveyed to e the precifi ilea-of a
Necromancer’s ftudy, ps delcribed in -ro-
mpances ; -the floor firewed with crucibles,
~ials, ;and all the apppratus | of al¢hymy.
My,ax;tentxpn was.pasticularly attrated by
Seven lamps; burning under 4s many:large
glads bottles, or receivers, each  filled: with
p.gertain powder or dark matier: .and he
Shewed me the particular gne, from, which
Beflattesed hinyfelf that fucgefs might ulti-
gﬁmw&{mmhiﬁ luboyrs. ‘The utmoft.care

and
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and attention are neceffary to keep the
lampsperpetually alive, likethe facred Flagme
in the Temple of Velta, or among the dif-
ciples of Zoroafter. Strong charcoal -fires
are maintained for the purpole; the ainpufe-
ment 'being by no means among the num-
ber of thofe ﬁ.uted to . perfons of a narrow
fortune.

Some days 'fince, ﬁndmg myfelf alone
with the nobleman in quefiion, #¢ whofe
driendfhip I have great obligations, and who
is one of the ‘moft pleafing, amiable, and
‘communicative men .caifling ; I afked him
what were. his“notions and opinions relative
to ‘the objett of lus refearch. I entrested
ditm to iniorm me, whether it was merely
‘a8 a reeveation that he profecuted: it;. or
whether he ferioufly flatteréd lumfelf:with
‘attaining in any degree the philofopher’s
ftone. % I will' anfwer iyou,” rfuid’. be,
¢ with franknefs and precifion: “The fearch
# amufes me, awakcns. hope, animates;my
% mind, and prefents objects, ut leaft Lo the
“ imagination, of -the moft .feduciggkind.,
& Jtisy 1 grant,: =expenﬁ've, but I am well
. 13 able
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“ able to fupport fuch a demand upon my
¢ purfe. So much for the occupation con-
“ fidered in itfelf. With refpeét to the ac-
¢« complifhment of the great obje, the pro-
¢ _duétion of a powder with which gold may
¢ be made, I believein the exiftence and pof-
¢ fibility of fuch a fubftance: it is called in
“ the language of Alchymy, Powder of Pro-
« jeftion. 1f I had an ounce of it, 1 could
«¢ produce gold in the following manner:
“ by applying to it a finall quantity of gold,
. the metal is transformed intoit; and gold
“ only can produce this effect, or enable
“ me to increafe, to any extent that Ipleafe,
« the Powder of Projeélipn. 1f 1 afterwards
¢ apply a fmall quantity of it fo compafed,
“ to any bafer metals, as lead, iron, or cop-
% per, I can change them into gold; fo that
« with a fmall proportion of gold, I can
¢ always have powder fufficient to produce.
“ an immenfe quantity. By mixing, certain
« ingredients in it, 1 can deprive. it. qf s
« wirtue, and revive it at pleafure; but none
o exceptm yfelf,oranadept of the fame fchoel,
% can reftore. it when thus difguifed and
“ transs
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 transformed. Ibelicvethat many perfons,
“ whoare no more, have attained and prac-
“ tifed theart of making gold: nay, I believe
“ that there areduch perfons new exifting in
“ Earope; but I am neverthelefs very doubt-
“ ful of my own fuccefs.” [tis unneceffury
to make any ohfervations on the above ac-
count of the mode-of attaining the philofo-
pher’s ftone; {ince a fort of voluntary credu-
lity feems to be the principal, and almoft
the only requifite in-the procefs.

The memory of Paracelfus is held. in
high veneration at Vienna: he was one of
the extraordinary men whom the Emperor
Rodolph the Second, thegreat patron of phi-
lofophers, chymifts, and pretenders to {ci-
ence, had affembled in s Court at Praguc,
towards the beginning of the laft century.
Puracelfus boldly declared himfelf in pof-
feflion  of the feéret of the philofopher’s
fione; and. they fiill fhew a houfe here in
the Leopoldftadt fuburb, where it is faid he
changed a picce of brafé money into gold.
Every body feems to be perfuaded of the
faft; Wnd as a confirmatign of it, there is in
11 . “the
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the * Belvidere” palace, a picture which I
hdve feen, that reprefents Paracclfusm the
a®. 1imagine,showever, thal the evidence
of the painting will not be admitted as in-
controvertible, beyond the limits of Vienna:
If any degree of pofitive teftimony coultd
eftablith the doftrine of tranimuting metals,
it may be obtained Lerc. T have heard
perfons named, who arc either now alive,
or lately dead, of whofe facuhty to male
gold, nobody feems to.cntertain a doubt.
A prinée of the Muftrions family of Lich-
tenflein, is generally belicved to have been
mafter of the fecret; by availing himfelf of
which, it is pretended that he laid the foun-
dation of the inumenfe property enjoyed by
his dcfecendants's *his Chriftian name was
John Adam, and he was great uncle to
Prince Francis, the prefent heud of the
Lichvenftein farhily. 1 am affured that
"whenr he camne to the fuccefiiony his annanl
ioomic did not . exeeed thirty: ¥hagfind
Jprins, or a little Word than three tharfand
?m’ﬂ% fierling, “During bis life he built
everal fplendid:palaces, Ferthier.ak Wiennd,

-

oy
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or on liis variods cftates; and his manner of
Iiving, wherover he refided, was maghificent
in the extremé. Yet, notwithflanding thefe
bxpences, which were more than’ fufhcrent
to have exhaufted lis original patrimony,
hie left at Liis deceafe, ..mds ts the value of
ebove fHur Lundred thoufand forins a year.
Nay, they add, that fush was Lis comiand
of recady money, in confequence of poffefl-
ing the philofopher’s ficne, as to- ‘cohip‘ei
the Court to interfere, and td put a ftop to
Tis further purchafes, or he would ' hive
bought almoit all Bohemia and I\Ioravm.
\Vuh whatever contempt fuch fories'might
be treated in London, they excite - no- ud‘i-
cile herc. .

* " 'T'he fcience of making gold is nat the
"puly extraordinary or vifiohary objeét of
“reféarch, ard'ent]y purfued at Vienna® there
"are perfons here credulous or fanguine
'enéun'n to believe in the exiftence of drugs

~pétions, by which health, vigour, and
‘even fife, may be proMnged bejond their
*dfubl limits. I have convérfed with ‘men
w!’m affet® %o have attained fuch fecrets ;
and
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and the fame nobleman whomI have already
mentioned, prcfented me, not long ago, a
vial, containing a bright yellow hquld which
he aflared me, taken from time to time in
fmall quantities, would tend to counteratt
‘the progrefs of age, or the effeét of indifpo-
fition. Unfortunately I waut faith for the
experiment, withopt which I imagine it
would be of little benefit. St. Germain, who
is now faid to be alive at Hamburgh, pre-
tends, that by means of chymical dif-
coveries, he has alrcady furmounted the
deftiny of man, and is above two or three
hundred years of age. Impudent as the
impofture may be, he would find believers
here, even among the higher orders of fo-
ciety. - I ought, lxoweu.r, in juftice to fay,
before 1 quit the fubjeét, that thofe perfous
who are moft warmly engaged either in the
purfuit after the philofopher’s ftone, or any
.other vifionary attempt conncted with it,
are ftill perfeCtly confcious of the rid‘le
- that attaches to the thing itfelf. In o
1o avoid it they ufually either conceal.their
“occupation, or affe® to join in the langh
azaintt
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againft themfelves. 'The progrefs of reafon
and of true philofophy, can neverthelefs"
alonc put a total end to purfuits, fo generally
and fo deeply imbibed.

The pnblic diverfions, as well as the
theatrical amufements of Vienna, do not
correfpond with the ideas which,as firangers,
we are natarally led to entertain of the me-
tropolis of the German Empire, the rcfi-
dence of the modern Cefars. Few Euro-
pean capitals are more deficient in exhibi-
tions or entertainments of this nature.
There 13, mdeed, a company of French
comedians, wlio commonly repair here every
winter; but they are fo indifferent, as to
render their performance fcarcely fupport-
able. It is otherwife at the German theatre,
where the reprefentation 1s  excellent..
Madame Sacco, who plays the firf tragic
prts, may rank with the fineft aétreffes of
Germany, France, or England. Vienna
poiicties neither an Italianm opera, nor
“ DBallet;” and during'.Lent no diverfions
of a public kind are permitted, except con-
certs. 'T'hie' matked balls or Ridottos in
. VoL. II U Carnival,
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Carnival, are held in_the Inperial palace ;
where the  apartments  appropriated  to
them, are noble, fpacious, aid convenient.
I have trequently feen more than eighteen
baudred perfons in the great ball roon.
The whole expence being defrayed by the
Court, the profits arifing from it are appro-
priated of courfe to the Government.
None of the public amufements are expen-
five; the price of admiffion to the Ridottos
is only two florins, or fearcely an Enghfh
crown piece.

In Lent, 1t is pleaiant on a holiday, to
vfit * Heren-Haliz,” a chapel fituated
about half'a mile to the fouth of Vienna.
Devotion and amuicment carry thither mul-
titudes of everv ranh, and of both fexes [
have metbe ewperor hintelf on foot, mixed
among the crowd. JU is equally curivus and
entertaining to mingle with the peafunts,
of whom Sclavonians, Greeks, and llun-
gariaus compofe a prncipal part.  They
walk, pray,” take retrelhments, and return
in the evening to Vienna. It is accounted
a pious work, a fort of pilgrimage, to vifit

¢ Heren-
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¢ Heren-Haltz” in Lent. People of con-
dition either remain in their carriages, or
walk, as they chance to prefer; and I have.
fcen ten or iwelve thoufand perfons there of
a Sunday, when the weather has been fine.

I'rench may be denominated the com-
mon and univerfal language among perfons
in upper life at Vienna. German is com-
paratively little ufed in mixed company ;
and the Aufirians fpeak fo bad a dialeét of
it, that a native of Drefden or of Mentz,
where the pureft German is fpoken, has
no {mall difficulty to converfe with them.
Italian is generally underfteod, and muny
of the Milaneze, as well as the Mantuan
nobility, are to be found here every winter,
whom bufinefs, ambition, pleafure, or
curiofity, attract to the feat of Government,
Engliili is extremely in.vogue, particularly
among the ladies, moft of whom read and
underfiand it: feveral among them fpeak it
with great eafe and propriety. But French
1s indifpenfable, and far more ufeful as well
as neceflary for a firanger, than German. It
was otherwife formerly, under the reigns of

B2 ‘Leopold
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imﬂpo]d and Charles the Sixth. Thofe
Princes; nurfed in hereditary antipathy to
athe Iloufe of Bourbon, and almofi con-
“fiantly engaged in war with that Family,
held in detefiation every thing conneéied
with - France : language. drefs, manners,
-alt-were_odious. “Italian then conftituted
the elegant and coirtly vehicle of ex-
preffion, . French was never pronounced
at. Court ; and it would have been almoft
a crime ‘to have come into the prefence
of the Sovereign,in a fuit of eloaths of the
Parifian niode. T have heard perfons affert,
who rémembeér. the timés to which I allude,
that any ' franger Who appeared in the draw-
.m&rbo*@ mtn white filk ftockings, attraéted
attention nd that Churles the' Sixth com-
.man%v faid of fuch a ore, looking at him
with a?erﬁbn, < That 1s a ¢urfed French-
maft!” " <But - the -late .Emperor Francis
brought with hin-to Vienna the' fafhiens,
lqnguﬁge, and alliance of that.country. As
'l&e'Wr could fpeak German perfeétly, he
'ﬂwaﬁ*expreﬁed ‘himfelf in French: - 'The
’Court“ foor followed the example thetr
Coag o animofity
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animofity to France was infenfibly pblite-
rated; and the connexions of marriagefince:
formed with the various branches of the-
Bourbon family, have almoft completely.
done away the ancient enmlty between. the
two countries. e

The climate of Vienna, as well as of
Aufiria, though dry, keen, and falubrious;.
is confidered as too tharp and penetrating:
for perfons fubjett to diforders of the lungs.
Rain is not frequent The winters. are:
very rigorous ; yet it is ratber uncommon
for the principal fiream of the Danube to
be frozen over from fide to fide. The,cir-!
cumftance did not. take place durmg the.
whole of laft- _winter ; ‘bat, about three.
weeks ago, it was comp]eﬁely frozen acrofs
for a few days. I ‘made an excu'rﬁon
into Hi ungary, at that time ; and 1 not only;(
croffed thie Danube on the i Jce, oppoﬁte the;
city of Prefburg, where it is very broad,
but I faw waggons heavxly laden, which
paflfed with perfett fafety. In’ February and
March, unlike our chmate, ‘the weather is
generally very fine, Bor are fogs common

: u3 ’ at
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at uny feafon. During fummer the heat is
frequently oppreflive, particularly within
the walls of Vienna. A fill more difagree-
able attendant on warm weather, is the
duft, ufually increafed by the winds that
blow with violence, and which are accounted
abfolutely neceffury in order to preferve the
falubrity of the air. The duft is indced one
of the greateft inconveniences to which the
city is fubjeét, no precautions being taken
to diminifh it by watering the Rreets ; and
even in February I have-found it very un-
pleafant. But, every advantage fairly ba-
lanced, the climate is far fuperior to that of
London, lefs inconftant and rainy, exempt
from the unwholefome fogs fo common on
the banks of the Thames, and more favour-
able to the prolongation of health, beauty,
and life. Here 1 fhall clofe this long letter.
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LETTER XXX.

Reigns of Leopold, Jofeph the Firft, and Charles
the Sixthe—Arceffion of Maria Therefa.— Her
harangue to the Hungarian Diet.=Coronation.
at Preforrgh—Her perfon, manners, and con-
jugal attackment.— Funeral vault of the Im-
perial Family—Deatk of the Archduchefls Fo-
fepha—Allotment of the Emprefs’s time.— Her
devotion.— Audiences.— Prejudices and partial-
ities.= Palace  of Schinbrun.— Archduckelfes
Maria, Elizabeth, and Chriftina.— Anecdotes
of the laft mentioned Princefs; her marriage, and
afcendency over the Emprefs.—Charaler of
Maria Therefa—Her wvirtues, talents, and
adminifiration. ‘

ViENKa, Febraary 11, 1779

uE reign of the prefent Emprefs Queen
comprizes a period the moft intereft-

ing of any in the annals of the Houfe of
Auftria, fince the death of the Emperor
Charles the Fifth. Its duration, which als
ready exceeds eight-and-thirty years; the
v 4 critical
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‘eritical circumﬁancés under which it com-
‘menced’; the wars. which, with various fuc-
cefs, have marked its progrefs; lafily, the
vaft augmentation of ‘her power and terri-
tory, produced by the partition of Poland,
added to the recent feizure of Lower Ba-
varia: all thefe events conduce to render
‘Maria Therefa an object of peculiar atten-
tion, not only as a fovereign, butas an indi-
vidual. Herchara&er,adminifiration, policy,
and attions, which have fo eflentially af-
fefted the felicity, as well as the tranquil-
Ji”ty of Europe in the prefent age, will
awaken the warmeft curiofity, mixed with
the liveliefl intereft, to the latelt pofterity.
.. Her grandfather Leopold, a prince who |
experienced the greateft reverfcs and vici{fi-
tudes of fortune, paffed his long reign of ncar
‘half‘a entury, in a perpetual, but unequal
confli, 'with two powerful ftates, Turkey
id France. Driven from his capitalin 1683,
¥ilie forces of the former, he owed his pre-
fervation folely to the fuccours brought him
bg.. John Sohiéﬂci,‘ King of Poland, who
fa’#éﬂ.'?{icm}a' when reducyd to the laft ex-
R tremity,
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tremity, and prevented Auftria from paffing’
under the Ottoman yoke. It wagpot eafy’
at that tme to forefee that Leopolc , from a.
fiate of fuch depreffion, would in the courfe
of a few years become more formidable than
ever. 'The arms of the Duke of Lorrain
and Prince Eugene not only rccovergil'
Qungary from the Turks, but greatly ex-
tended its frontiers; while the genius and
fortune of the Duke of Marllmrou;_?ix, by
the memorable viGtory of Blenheim, expelled
the French from the heart of Germany,
humbled Louis the Fourteeath, and elevated
Leopold to the fummit of human greatnefs.
He expired almoft immediately afterwards,
leaving bis houfe in a fiate of unexpeéted
profperity, to which he had neither contri-,
buted by lus talents, by his courage, nor by
his exertions of any kind. »

Jofeph, who fucceeded, was a Prmce of
very different, and of much fupcrior natu-
ral endowments. Aétive in  the ﬁeld and
vigorous in the cabinef, rapld no lef$ than
decifive in his political charpter, he was
formed to fuftain Wlth abxhty the fabnck'

reired
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reared under his futher.  Bat, the term of
his Iife wiis thort ; and he was carried off by
the finali-pox, aflter a reign of only fix years,
at onc of the moft ciitical periods of the
great war, underluken with a view to fix
the Crown of Spain on the head of his
younger brother, Charles. Jofeph's pre-
mature death may be faid to bave produced
the peace of Utrecht; it eftublithed Philip
the Fifth on the Spanifly Throne, and com-
pletely changed the defiiny of Europe.
The prefent Prince Aunerfperg, who is four-
feore, was a page in the fervice of Jofeph,
and affifted about his perfon during that
morarch’s Iaftillnefs.  Converling with him
on the fubjet, a few days lince, he aflured
me, that the phyfictans not only kept the
Emperor in a room, from which all circula-
tien or introdudtion of frefh air was entirely
“excluded ; but, that they caufed him to be
~wrapt in near twenty yards of Englifh {earlet
broad cloth, at the time when thc fmall-pox
was at ua&mghh Such was the praélice of
phyfic at” Vienna, fearccly feventy years
_agg Even now the mode of treatment is
' little
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little better underftood, either in Auﬁria, or
in Bavaria. Two fucceflive Em and
no lefs than fix Archdukes .or Ducheﬂ'es,
have fallen vi€tims to the fume fatal malady,
within the laft thirty or forty years.

The brother and fucceflor of Jofeph,
Charles the Sixth, a Prince of very limited
capacity, indolent and paffive, refembled
Leopold in the leading features of his cha-
raCter: yet, during more than twenty years
of his reign, the Auftrian dominions con-
tinued to increafe  Naples, the Milaneze,’
Mantua, and the Low Countries, which were
ceded to Charles by the treaty of Utrecht;
Sicily, which he afterwards received in ex-
change for Sardinia, together with the King-
dom of Servia, a province wrefted by his’
arms from the Turkifh Sultans, prodigioufly’
augmented his power. At the Peéace of
Peterwaradm in 1716, he might be ranked’
among the greateft, as well as the toft for<
tunate Monarchs in Europe.” ‘But, the
evening of his life did not carrefpond wit!.
the fplendor and profperity of its merldk
Prmce Eugene, whe’ coutubutpd fo lq‘

xer.
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'?luf‘rabe it by his vi€tories, had the mif-
tprgungt@ furvive himfelf. Naples and
&cxlv were loft on one hand; while on the
othet, the Tunks, emboldened by the weak-
nefs of the Emperor's councils, expelled
ﬂ!g,Auftr.ans from Servia, recovered Bel-
gradeg defeated she Imperial commanders,
and feemed to be on the point of again
over-running. Hungery; as they had done
u;uaer'the Solym(i'ns and the Selims, in
‘the prepedmg century. - Amidft thefe humi-
lmtmg&:;d difaftrous circumftances, Charles
ea@rgd, of a dxforder produced by eating
o dqﬂ) of, mqfhr@pms. leaving behind him
no; ‘mﬁlﬁ lﬂge, . beaten and difpirited
‘army,: nn}emptv exchequer, and a feeble
guarantee “purchafed or extorted from fo-
t?tgn pawers, as the beft fupport to the tot-
ot % gﬁndeur of his family, affailed by
memws ga-gvery lide. .
a;é”Dur‘mg Mbte of the Empcror. Jofeph,
‘as that P.vmce ‘was, de.{htum of fons, and the

Wa vlv ‘hoy fefmfpeluatmo' the Aufirian line
Phﬂgred,, 0 the Archduke Charles; - his
ago‘?“ ;{agg W&rgmqg an olug& of the firft

political
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political importance. Among all the Prid
cefies of Germany diftinguifhed {o¥*8bduty,
who feemed to give the faireft promifé 8f
pofterity, Ehzabeth Chrifiina, daughter of
Louis Duke of Brunfwic Blankenhere, was
fleéted.  But, as Charles wgs then in Spain,
cont nling for the Crown of that kingdem,
at the head of an army compofed of Ger-
mans and Fnglith; the young Pringefs wils
fent thither, and the nuptials were ' foleta~
nized in 1707, at Bareclomn. ‘When he
quitted Catalonia, about four years after-
wards, on the death of his brother Jofeph,
to repair to Germany; fhe remaincd hehind,
tll circumftances enabled her to'rejoin Him
at Vienng. Her perfonal attra&ions; whicl
raiftd her to the Imperial Throne, had al-
ready fuffered fome diminution, before her
firlt interview with the Archduke. 1 have
heard the Countefs Uhlfeldt fay, whb re-
membered h-r, that previous to he# landing
at Barcelona, the wiis fo fiung by the Maf-
quetos, as to occalion a violent fwelling in
her face. With a view to diminith the
cffelts of fo mortifving ah accident, by whith

her
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.fﬁer features were entirely disfigured, a lo-

_tion was prefcribed, that produced indeed

~the effe@ of allaying the inflammation; but

- deftroyed the exquifite delicacy of her com-
plexion, which fhe never recovered to the

. end of her bife. '

" The inild vistues of her mind and charac-
ter, added to the charms of her perfon, effec-
tually fecured the efteem, while they con-

ciliated no lefs the affe@ions of her hufband.

She furvived him near ten years, and was a
‘witnefs of the political ftorms which agitated

* the.commencement of her daughter’s reign.

‘Towards the latter part of her life, the late

- Emprefs-was attacked with dropfical fymy-
toms in her legs and extremities, which in-

- capacitated her for walking. Whenever the
appearcd.in the drawing-room, it beeamc
nec,e'ﬁhry to place napkins under her feet,

_ to receive the water that ran from them in.
great quemtlt y. MariaTherefa inherits, with

‘many of her mother's amiable quahuee, this
corporal atlment, which fvems to be ,confti-

“tutional, and saturally augments with the

' greﬁ» af age.. After gmng birth to vari-

ous
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ous children of both fexes, of whom only two
daughtersfurvived, the late Emprefsbrought
into the world u fon.  His birth, which hap-
pened 1n 1718, was celebrated with teRimo-
-nies of mniverful joy, as anearne(t of the pro-
longation of the Aufivian male line. But
thefe premnature hepes were almoft as foon
extinguifhed, the young Prince being carried
off in the fame year: an event which was
occafioned, if we may credit Lady Wordey
Montagu, by imprudeatly weaning him.
Iis deceate opened the fucceflion to his fifter
Maria Therefa, who, while yet in infancy,
began to be confidered as probably fole
heirefs to the vaft dominions of the Houfe -
of Auliria.

She was born in May 1717, and might
juitly be regarded as one of the greatcti
alliances which had ever prefented itfelf
to ambition. Since Mary of Burgundy,.
daughter of Charles thie Bold, who brouglt.
the feventeen provinces of the Y.ow Coun-
tries in dowry to the Emperor Muximilian,
none fo great had arifen in modern Europe,
After long hefitation, Charles the Sixth-f-

| lefbed
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e@ed for her hutband Francis of Lorrain,
Grand Duke of Tufcany, a Prince whofe
ﬁmllarxty of age, added to his perfonal qua-
- lities and accomplithments, rendered him
worthy of fo diftinguifhed a choice. By a
for;unate concurrence of circumftances, he
was oot lefs acceptable to the young Arch-
" duchefs, than to her father; and the mar-
riage was celebratgd at Vienna with extra-
ordinary magnificence, on the firft of Fe-
- bruary, 1736. The ruinous war againft the
Turks, which covered with dithonour the laft
years of Charles’s reign, and embittered the
u'eningef hislife, followed fhortly afterwards.
It wasat this time that Maria Therefa ac-
‘comp'mled the Grand Duke her hufband to
Tlorence, ‘after the deceafe of the laft Prince
‘of the family of Medicis. She rcturned
from thence to Vienna, where fhe was pre-
. fent at-the - important moment of the Kim-
})eror s death, on the 20th of OLtober,
Li70. .
g Never, pefhaps, dxd any Princefs afcend a
rone under circamftances of greatér peril,
 which demahéed niore fortitude, energy.
and
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and perfonal refolution. ‘Surrounded with
enemies, deftitute of allies, and attacked by
the moft powerful adverfaries; it was long
doubtful whether the would not be buried
under the ruins of the Houfe of Auftria.
While Frederic King of Pruffia unexpe-
edly marched into Silefia, which he reduced ;
the French and Bavarians appeared at the
gates of Vienna. It is difficult to imagine
a more interefting object, than the repre-
fentative and heirefs of fo many Emperors,.
contending for the vaft fucceflion devolved
to her, and finding refourcesin the firmnefs
of her own charafler. Even the circum-
ftances of her fex, youth, beauty, and mif-
fortunes, contributed to increafe the general
intereft taken in‘her fate. Driven from her
capital, the retired into Hungary, where,
from the loyalty of a martial and generous
people, fhe derived the moft folid, as well
as effeGtual fupport. It was then that fhe
made the celebrated harangue commemo-
tated by Voltaire, which operated fo power-
fally on the hearts of her andience, and
VOL. II. X . which
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which is ftill remembered here with enthu-~
fiaftic pleafure.

I have converfed with many perfons of
the higheft quality, who were prefent on
that occafion: I never faw any who could
mention it without emotion ;-and all agree in
aflerting, that the fcene was the moft touch-
ing to be conceived. Itwasnot the cold dif-
clofure of political or pecuniary embarraff-
ments, formally made by a Sovereign from
the Throne, and followed by the demand
of fupplies for carrying on a war. It was
the fupplication of a young and beautiful
woman in diftrefs, who, as her laft refuge,
in the midft of foreign invafion, threw her-
felf on the affe€lions of a nation, that had
experiencerd from her anceftors, and even

.from her immediate predeceflors, the fe-
vereft treatment. Hungary, under Leopold
and Jofeph the Firft, prefented a frightful
picture of perpetual infurreétions, as perpe-
tually reprefled by executions, and by the
utmoft feverity of vindiGtive defpotifm.
¢onnt Koller, who is himfelf a Hungarian,

fand who then reprefented one of the firft
officers
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officers of State, has frequently related to
me every circumftance that attended Maria
Therefa’s harangue. His own words will
convey the moft lively, as well as the oft
faithful pi€ture of a fcene, than which anti-
quity farnifhes nothing more fublime and 4F
feGting. In the hands of Livy or of Taci
tus, how beautiful would have been its effeét,
aud how wide its operation, incresfed by the

lapfe of time, which magpnifies every objett!
¢ While the Hungarian Diet,” faid Count
Koller, « whxch had been convoked at
« Prefburg, was occupied in preparing’
“ for the defence of.the kingdom wnd of
“ the young Queen, we receivéd a meflage.
“'from her Majefty, fummoning us to at-
“ tend her at the Caftle. 'We immdiately
“ obeyed; and when we were met'in the
« great hall, the Queen entared.” She was
“ drefiéd in deep mourning, the . Jyéar not
“ being quite sxpired fince the deceafe of
« Charles the Sixth her father. ‘A pro-
« found and awful filence of fomg mROwents
“« enfied; her Mnyaﬁy being in &Mﬁ,
“ w‘hach fhe could not conceal; and. whach
x 2 & menpacltaxad
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! éncapicita‘ted her from uttering a fingle
d WOgd. During this time her infant fon,
¢ the prefent Emperor, was brought in by
« the firft Lady of the Bedchamber, and
¢ laid on a cafhion before her. With an
“ aftion. more eloquent than any qration,
¢ {he took hinf in her arms, held him up to
¢ the affembly, and while fobs interrupted
% her voice, {he addreflfed the Diet in Latin,
“ @y is cuftomary; a language which fhe
« fpeaks as well as underfiands perfeitly.
% When the came to the words, ¢ Agitur de

Reganungame, de perfona noftra, pro-
% libus m&m, et corona. Ab omnibus
« dere}i@i, unicé ad inclytorum ftatuum
“ fidelivutom, arjis, et Hungarorum prif-
« camvmtnw;n confugimus ® ;' we all, as if
“ animated by one joul, drew our fabres,
* exqlabming mmauﬂy, ¢ Vitam et fan-

“ guiiem, w‘o Wﬁaﬁe vetraf!” We

' “The kmgdpm of Hungsry, our perfon, our off-
" g sod oar crown, are at fiake! Abandoned by
ly to the fidelity, the arms, and the priffine

of the famous wrian States.”

* Ourlimmm blaed for your Ma;e&yl’
) “ wept,
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“ wept, as did the QdeqP alﬂd.., but t1hey
¢ were tears M“ lj‘:'xjg ) ,iﬁ*ﬁ of "

“ indignation. ln .a few mRIDWIS "aler-
“ wards we withdrew, in order to ppﬁug;thg

“ meafures neceflary forfecunng the
“ garian and Aufirian dominion
“ moment of puhlic danger diftrefs. .

¢ The Emperor Francie -was not prefent;’
“ but he remained in & room adjoining,
¢ from which he could diftin&ly hear every
“ thmg that took platce. From the hegin-
“ ning to the clofe, thid celebrated “fcene,
« which has fyrnithed: fo much shatter for
“ hiftory, hardly hﬁed mpre, tlp{a twelve
4 or fifteen mmum. :

Meria Therefa, it mﬁw
had prévieufly gaited
fecured the allegintbe jof ,l}re Hungam
nation, ‘by ‘voluntarily,gbpi lo take
the coronation 4eth of Apirew %cbnd
which ratified, in terms aﬂle o fimitéd,
all their privileges. /After a conoefﬁon, at
once o wifo and fo maguanimeys, fhe ras
folemnly crowned Queen, of Hungisy i
Prefburg, in Juna:nu. “ 131113 affuret

x 3 oy

v

-
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lm who witnefled the ceremony of her co-
roniitipn, that fhe' was then one of the moft
ch g wotmen in Europe ; her figure ele-
gaot, her fhape fine, and her demeanour
r majeftic. Every portrait of her

W ve feen,- confirms the affertion.
Though her eyes were of a light grey, they
were very expreflive, and full of {weetnefs.
An uir of delicacy, occafioned by her hav-
ing recently lain in, increafed her natural
attraltions. When the Hungarian Crown
was placed upon her head, it proved to be
fo much 100 large, that it was found necef-
fary to ii‘&t cufhitons rdgnd ber forehead, in
order to prevent it from falling down over
her face. Its weight beeoming infupport-
able after w #iie, when fhe fut down to
finifiér in public,the Crown was taken off.
THe heat'sf the weathier; and the length of
_the cefemony throtgh which fhe bad pafled,
diffufed a glow ovet ber countermuce that
ented herbe&&y: while ker fine hair

4fing down over het thoulders in ringlets,
dnd Tbe ! ure was captivating to the
W%gﬁ‘ +We muft not farget ;l:::t
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little perfonal circumftances, when we con-
template the enthufiafm of loyalty, with
which fhefound means toinfpireher fubjets.
It may indeed juftly be doubted whether
Elizabeth herfelf ever awakened more at-
tachment among the Enghih, atany period
of her life or reign. -

Maria Therefa’s perfon now retains no
trace of the charms which fhe once pofleffed ;
and it 1s even difficult to conceive from her
prefent afpe(t and appearance, that the ever
was bandfome. So lotal a change ought
not however, to furprize, when it is recol-
le€ted that befides her advanced time of hfe,
and the number of children whom fhe has
brought into the world, the finall-pox com-
pleted the ruin of her features. She caught
thatcruel diftemper from vifiting her dauygh-
ter-in-law, the prefent Emperor’s fecond wife,
twelve years ago, in 1767 ;' and during her
illnefs, Maria Therefa’s life was in the mgit
imminent danger. Previaus to that period,
I am affured that fhe fiill might have been
termed handfomé, though fhe was becoma
large and heary. In addition to the 8

X 4 Y. mste
)
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made in her face by the fmall-pox, an acci-
dent which huppened fubfequent to her reco-
very, totally altered her caft of countenance,
and obliterated whatever remained of her
formerfelf. Being ona journey from Vienna
to Prefburg, the was overturned froman open
carriage. In the fall fhe bruifed her nofe
an1 face fo violently, that the fwelling and
inflammation, occafioned by it, shreatened
at firft to deprive her of fight. The care
andfkillof her medical attendants prevented
that difafter ; but the loofe gravel upon
which fhe fell, fo disfigured ber features,
that they are no longer recognizable.

The Emprefs Quecn is row grown cor-
pulent, unwieldy, and infirm. Her face,
though lacerated by the marks of the fmall-
pox, encreafed by the effe@s of her fall, re-
tains neverthelefs fuch an expreffion of good-
,pefs and benevolénce, that when fhe fmiles,
!ir features for an inftant almoft become

g. She owes no advantages to the
ﬁmononhetoilet,lforhair being combed
pary flaf under her cap, on the crown

of m and behind, i is cut fhort on

‘s . her
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her neck. In order to conceal its being
grey, fhe always wears powder. Eyery
thing about her perfon is dark and

ful ; nor has fhe ever, fince the death of her
hufband, the late Emperor, worn any.drefs
except the deepeft weeds. A black crape
cap, which comes very low over her fore-
head, fo as almoft to conceal her hair, is
little calculated to adorn, or to fet off her
"face. On no occafion whatever has the
put on diamonds, or other female orna-
ments, fince the became a widow. Her
legs and feet, like thofe of her mother, being
grown feeble, and almoft debilitated, fhe
is no longer capable of taking any confider-
able exercife on foot; and fhe ufually wears
gaiters about her legs, on account of the
fupport which they give her when walking
In the Drawing-room fhe ufes a glafs, in
order to diftinguith perfons at a few puces
diftant from her. She is in fa&t very thott-
fighted; or rather perbaps, age and infirmi-
ties ‘having impaired her fenfe of feeing,
oblige her to have recourfe to artificial
affiftance. . P

When
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+When young, Maris Therefa was exceed-
ingly fond of dancing, mafking, and every
public diverfion: butit is almoft unneceffary
to fay, that the has long renounced all fuch
amufements. 1 have frequently feen her fit
down to cards in her drawing-room, on
public days; and at the Court balls the
ufuslly remains till about eleven o'clock at
night, feated as a fpeatrefs of the dances:
bat, the always retires before midnight; and
in her own apartments the never plays at
cards, orat any other game. Incommemo-
ration likewife of her widowed fiate, as a
fort of aufterity which may mark her grief
for the lofs of a hufband whom fhe tenderly
loved, the has never inhabited fince his
,deceafe, the principal range of apartmentsin
the palace at Vienna. Thofe in which fhe
vonftantly lives, have a fouthern expofition ;
bat, fhe is fo little fufceptible of cold, that
in the mid& of winter fhe ufually keeps all
she windows open during the day, and often
cavnot bear a fire in her chamber, The
peror, on the contrary, is fo chilly, that
fuys be 49 almoft frozen when he goes to
' S “ifit
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vifit his mother; and he is obliged to puton
a fur coat, in order to emable h:mﬁlfmfup'
port, for any length of time, the air m
apartment. Her refidence i on the. third
floor of the Palace; and the rooms which-fhe
occupies, though commodious and fpacious,
are nothing lefs than fplendid.

Antiquity ddes npt furnith any model of
conjugal affeliion ty wmore perfpdt
thantheone exhibs the EmprefsQueen.
Like the elder Agrippins, fue prefiés to her
heart the urn that contains the athes of he
hutband ; and time, which has foftened, can-
not obliterate her grief.,. Francisdied fudden-
ly on the 18th ofAﬂgnﬂ 1763, Sithyt prew,
vioufly confeffing to a RrieR; .of réceiving '
abfolution. . Unlefs prevented by indifpo-
fition, Maria Therefa never fails to repair
on theeighteenth day of every month, very
early in she morning, to the vault of the
convent of the Capucinsin Vienna, where.
his remains age depofited. Even in winter,
fhe is there long befors dawh, notwithftand-
ing the ‘rigor of the fesfon, wyd. her many
infirmities. The ~ault, is lighted up, whil‘:

wQ
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on’ her knees fhe - -pours out fupplications
for the 'repofe of his foul. The whole
month of Auguft the confiders as a peni-
tential time, dedicated to his memory ; and
fie . generally paffes it at the palace of
Schonbrun, in a-fort of gloomy and devout
retirement, amidft maffes, Reqmems, and
fervices for the Jead« However deeply tinc-
tured with humian wigllefs andfaperftition,
it is impoffible not t4 the fouroé, nnd
to honour the prinéiples, which infpire fo
exemplary a condul.

Haﬂﬁg’ mintioned the vault of the Ca-
pucins, #iiése the late Emperor is buricd,
ft' s i ablé' for muny reafons, that I
fhould ez vmir ¥ give an accurate idea of
that fune’:‘eal répofitory. Louis the Foui-
teenth is faid to have abandoned the Paldce
of "8t. Germain, among other reafons, be-
canfe from the windows he' Heheld the
Abbey of St. Demn. wheze he was one day to
repofe after death. . As if the Princes'uf the
Houfe of Aufffis, oh the contrary, withed
t6 have morthlity’ conflantly Wefore their
eyes, and prd’eni to their imngination; the

S vault
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vault in which they are interred, is (tpated
near the Imperial Palace,almoftin ‘ha
of Vienna; under the church of' tﬁe ins,
which was finifhed in 1622, by the Erperor
Ferdinand the Second, I have vxﬁtéd this
pluace more than once, not without fenfations
of a’ folemn and melancholy kind. The
vault, or rather fubtertaneag chamber, is of
confiderable fize; thwtght being admitved
into it, though in moft parts very imper-
feflly. All the Emperors, Emprefies, and
their male as well as female iffue, for saove
than acentury paft, are there ranged fide by
fide. Among them I particularly remarked
the monutents of Leopld, Jofeph the Firft,
and Charles the Sixth, whichmmgniﬁeent.
Near the laft mentioned one, is buried the
young Archduke, Maria Therefa's brother,
whom I have already mentioned, and whofe
premature death was a fubject of generel la-
mentation. The infcription upon the tomb
of Eleanor of Neubourg, third wife of the
Emyperor Leopold, whick dontrafts not a
Ntle with the pamegyrick commonly ine
feribed to fovereigns, was diQated by herfelf.

It
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Fois fuch as a Cardielite, or a Magdalen,
opprefied with » confcioufuefs of her fins,
might have chofen to be engraved upon her
tombrftope ; and I copied it for its humility,
os well s for the religious caft of expref-

fion: -
< Eleonore,
* Pamvra Pecherefie!
“ morte lefd9 Janvier,
vav % 1719.” .
Blu forbade any ‘other commemoration or
enlogium to be added.

- 'The meunument, erefted to the late Em-
pevar Francis and Maria Therefa, is not
compaofedwf  myrble, but of a fpecies of
bronze or.ametal; having been conftruéted
by the prefent.Emprefs’s direQlions, as long
apo as the year 1743, whep the was not fix-
and-~twemty,.. Hereihe has deflined her re-
mains te be depofited with thofe of herhul
band, . wheaever, Providence fhall call her

hence; 2 period’ 49 Wwhich the bus always
fornrdapt merely without terrar or
repogoance; but with & degree of wmph«r
cency. Unlike the generslity of tombe,

where
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where the perfons whom they commemorate,
are commonly laid recumbent, their hands
joined in prayer; here the two figures of
the Emperor and Emprefs are reprefented
in a half repofing attitude. Francis, partly
raifed on one fide, feems regarding his wife
with an expreffion of fondmefs, while the
Genius of immortality crowns them witha
wreath. Unfortunately, this monument,
intended by Maria Therefa only to excite
images of the moft folemn and melancholy
kind; by fome perverfity of human nature,
or by fome original vice of the defign itfelf,
awakens idess the moft remote from diffow"
lution and mortality. The pofture of the
Emperor, which, it muft be owned ‘is a
little equivocal; the tendermefs difplayed
in the looks of both the figures; added
to the warm attachment which, it is well
known, her Majefty always felt for Francis,
who was then young and handfome; thefd
circumftances have given rife to many ludi-
crous or farcaftic remarks upon the tomb
itfelf. Perfons who are difpofed to fée the
ridiculous, rather than the ferious fide of

. every

]
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every obje&, have thought, not altogether
without reafon, that it bore more refcm-
blance to a nuptual couch where the lovers
are crowned by Hymen, than to the gloomy
folemnity of a Maufoleum, deftined to con-
tain tho afhes of the dead.

Round this fingular monument, ranged
in funeral pomp, repofe the two wives of
Jofeph the Second, together with the vari-
ous Archdukes and Ducheflfes, who have
been fucceflively carried off by death, during
the courfe of the prefent reign. At a little
diftance, in an obfcure recefs, ftands an altar
and .a crucifix, at the feet of which Maria
Therefa, likeanother Penitent, isaccuftomed
to implore the divine forgivenefs for the
offences of her hufband and her anceftors.
On the anniverfaries of her futher’s and mo-
ther's deceafe, as well as on varjous others,
she rarely fails to defcend into the vault, and
there to pafs & confiderable time in prayer.
Not content with offering up ber own fup-
plitﬁnm to Heyven, the ufed frequently to
gomyrel her daughters to accompany her thi-
ther, and o join with her in religious-exer-

cifes.
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cifes, Her injudicious plety was, it is too
much to be feared, the caufe of one of the
moft tragical events which has ever taken
place among the individuals of the Imperial
family: I mean,the deathof the Archduchefs
Jofepha. Her ftory, though fhort, will excite
no lefs attention, than it awakens concern

and compaffion.

She was the fixth daughter of the Em-
prefs, born in March 1751, Nature had
conferred on her a perfon uncommonly
beautiful ; and its effe® was increafed by
the {weetnefs of her manners, which ren-
dered her univerfally beloved. Iler elder
"fifter, the Archduchefs Jane, had been des
manded by the prefent King of Spain,
Charles the Third, in marriage for his fon
Ferdinand the Fourth, King of the two
Sicilies. That Princefs having been carried
off by death, the Archduchefs Jofepha was
therefore deftined to fupply her place, us
fature Queen of Naples, All' the preparas
tions for her journey thither were made;
fhe was publickly betrothed on the eighth
of September 1767; and the day of her

YOL. 11, Y departure
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departure for the capital of her ncw domi-
nions, being fixed for the fifteenth of the
following month, the'was already treated as a
crowned head, But, Providence had decreed
that the marriage f{hould never be accom-
plifbed, and that fbe {hould follow her fifter
to the grave.

During the interval between her efpoufals
and the time named for her quitting Vienna,
her mother, anxious that the Princefs fhould
perform her devotions for the laft time
among the tombs of her relations, before
fhe left Auftria to go to Italy, infifted on
her vifiting the vault in the convent of the
Capucins. The young Queen exprefled
great repugnance to the melancholy cere-
mony; but, the Emprefs perfifted in oblig-
ing her to fubmit.to it. In vain the Princefs
implored te be excufed, alledging a terror
angd & dreadithut lic epuld not furmount:
Maria Therefa, inflesible, rejefted all her
intreaties.. It.is general!y aflferted that fhe
burfk into tearsy when fhe enteresd the caach
that was §.cendnct ber to the convent; and
that while in the vault, engaged at prayer,.

. the
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the was feized with a fhivering! Whether'
there be any exaggeration in thef® cirdurhs’
ftances or not, itis certain thdt fhe fickerred
almoft immedintely on her returmr home to
the palace. The fmall-pox mhade its aps’
pearance foon afterwards; a diforder which’
has been pecaliarly fatal to' the' Adaftrian
family ; and notwithftandihg every medical'
aflilance, fhe expired on- the fifteenth of
Ottober 1767, the ptecife day deftined for
her departare to Napfes. ‘ i

Many comprents, % well as réﬁeﬁtibm,
were made on fo melancholy a cataftrophe ;
and the Emprefs was univétfally cenfared
for having compelled the reliéant Princefy
to vifit a vault filled with dehd bodies. But;
another circumftance increafed the appte-
henfion, while it Rrhrlgthﬁned the bellef,
that her death might be t6s juftly attribtrted
to that vifit. It was recollebied that-fchreely’
four months had elapfed, and thofé Wrbrths’
the hotteft of ‘the whole' yéar, ﬁude the
Emprefs Maria Jofephay fecond wifé of the’
prefent Echperor,* had betn buried in the
ﬁ\me vault. The $& was well Knows, that

Y2 the
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the fmall-pox of which the Emprefs died,
was of a nature fo extremely malignant, as
to render it totally impofiible to embalm her
body. Many perfons did not hefitate to
declare, that notwithftanding all the precau-
tions taken, the fmell of her corpfe was per-
‘¢eptible, and even capable of communicut-
ing infeGtion. In every cafe, the imprudence
" of the Emprefs Queen’s condu& was incon-
trovertible. The Archduchefs’s-death filled
the palace with confternation; and the amia-
ble qualities by which the was diftinguifhed,
added to the general affliction. IHer brother
the prefent Emperor, who loved her with
predile€tion, attended her during the whole
progrefs of her diforder, and never quitted
ber till fhe breathed her laft in his arms.
The deceafe of two Archduchefles who
were deftined in tumn to be Queens of Na-
ples, together with the fingular and dif-
aﬁmua clmnmﬁancqs attending the laft, al-
moft indyced Maria Therefa to think of de-
clinivg fo ivaufjiicious an alfiance. It muft
be copfefled that even in a lefa fuperihnous
Court, fuch events might be tegarded as

om mous
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ominous or finifter. After fome irrefolution,
it was neverthelefs determined to name the
nesxt of the Archducheffes in order of birth,
Maria Caroline, to fupply the vacant place.
But, the young Princefs, little more than
fifleen years of age, terrified at the recent
death of her two fifters, expreffed the
greateft repugnance to efpoufe a Prince, -
whofe alliance feemed to be fatal to the
Auftrian family. The Emprefs her mo-
ther’s firmnefs, fuftained by Prince Kaunitss
reafons and exhortations, furmounted, how-
cver, her oppofition. In March 1768, fhe
was fent to Naples; the fir/f matrimonial
pledge given to the Houfe of Bourbon, on
the partof Aufiria. Her fifter Maria Amelia,
who efpoufed the Duke of Parma in 1769
was the fecond. The third und laft was the
Archduchefs Maria Antonietta, married to
the prefent King of France in 1770. Three
daughters, fucceffively conferred en three
princes of the family of Bourbon, may well
be confidered as a powerful cement between
the two Crowns and. countries. It wasina
peculiar manner the work of the prefent
Y3 prime
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prime minifter, princ¢ Kaunit2; and it is the
meafure from which he claims the greateft
political merir.

I return from this digreflion, to give a
detail of the Emprefs Queen’s life, the dif-
pofition of her time, and her ordinary occu-
pations.  Pleafures, in the common accept-
ation of the term, fhe can fcarcely be faid
to allow herfelf any. She rifes generally at
"a very early hour ; during fummer at five,
and even in January, at fix in the morning.
After her private devotion, fhe hears a mafs,
and proceeds immediately to difpatch bufi-
nefs. Her conftant breakfaft is milk-coffee.
At noon fhe hears a fecond mafs, and then
her dinger ,is ferved, which by no means
confits of many dithes. Parfimonious of
heér time, the ufually dines alone, and in-
ftantly refumes the confideration of public
affairs. During the fummer, when fhe is
mofily at the palace of Schonbrun in the vi-
" ipity of Vienna; if the weather permit, the
fmquent!y paffes feveral hours in a covered
walh.m.,“the gardens, to which fhe can repair

from hef gwn apartments. The walk is on
a level
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a level with her chamber, in order to facili~
tate her paffuge to it. A centinel, ftationed
at the entrance, prevents all interruption ;
and the Emprefs has a little box, which is
buckled round her waift, full of papers, let-
ters, and memorials. She perufes them ally
remains four or five hours at a time in this
employment, marks fuch as appear to de-
ferve attention, and enters into the minutefl
detail upon every point. So wholly is fhe
occupied with concerns of ftate, that it
frequently happens, the Archducheffes her
daughters, though they refide in the fame.
palace, cannot procurc a moment’s accefs to
her, from the hour of her getting up till
evenng. At fix o'clock the Emprefs finifhes
Lier application to bufinefs, and hears Bene-
diftion : a ceremony of devotion at which
the expeéts her daughters to be prefent. If
they abfent themfelves, fhe does not fail to
cxprefs her difapprobation She even fends
to enquire if they are indifpofed; aund fome-
times reprimands them with maternal gutho<
rity, when the meets them next day: but,
fince the death of the Archduchefs, Jofephe,

Y 4 fhe
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4he fio longer permits them to accompany
her in her vifits to the vault of the imperial
family. Between eight and half paft, fhe
commonly retires to bed. This is the exa&
relation of an ordinary day, as it is paflfed
by Maria Therefa.

For the purpofe of her commodioufly hear-
ing maf3, as fhe cannot walk to any diftance,
or move up and down ftairs without difficulty,
on account of the debility of her leg-, the
floor of her bed-chamber opens. A chapel
is prepared below, on the ferond ftory, and
fhe remains in her own room on the third,
while mafs is performed beneath. 1 have
been affured by ladies of the Court, who-
from their rank and funcuons could not
miftake, or be liable to fpeak ignorantly,
that fhe is generally occupied more than
five hours every day, in alts of religion, and
in prayer. Incredible as fuch a fa& may
appear, it is indifputably true; and her
" fuperftition . naturally firengthens with the
. progrefs of age. In March laft year, I well
remember her being for three hours, from

thyee o’clock till fix in the afternoon, on her
knees,
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knees, in the cathedral of Vienna ; implor-
ing the divine interpofition to turn afide the
war, with whicn the was menaced on ac-
count of the Bavarian fucceffion. The Arch-
duchefs Elizabeth affured a lady not long.
fince, that “ when fhe accompanied her
¢ mother to chapsl, {he frequently remained
« there for fuch alength of time, as fcarcely
“ to know at laft what fhe pronounced or
« repeated.” During Lent, the Emprefs
praitifes all the rigor of Catholic morti-
fication and abftinence. No Carmelite can
be more firi& inthe article of fafting, as
well as in refraining from prohibited difhes;
and the Archduchefles are compelled to ob-
ferve the fame renanciations. Even at the
Emperor's tabie, I am affured that meat is
rarely ferved. In the holy week, the Em-
prefs hears feveral mafies every morning,
and pafles half the day in exercifes of de-
votion. Itis to be regretted that her piety
fhould thus degenerate into fuperftition, and
that the enlightened or benevolent Sovereign.
fhould be almoft funk in the Devotee.
Notwithftanding the time which fhe thus
facrifices
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facrifices at the altar, it muft not however

&e imagined, that fhe is inu'tentive to public
affuirs.  On the contrary, es I have already

fiated, the dedicates to them a great portion

‘of every day She regulaily gives audience

-atfRated hours; and on the T'uefduy of every

week, the receives all her own winifters in

the varicus departments. Prince Kaunitz
wlone 8 admitied to her prefence on the
fhorteftnatice, onalldays, and atevery hour.

Incompliance with the aatient Etiquette of’

the kmperial Court, eftablifhed for centuries,

all foréigners are prefentzd to her Majefty

quite alane, in her own apartments.  With

a view 10 obtain inform:tion, the fets apart
purticular homrs, whcr the lowelt _and
aeaneft of ber fubjes are notonly admitted
to fee ber, but are permitted to fpeak to her
confidentially aud free'y. She frequently
converfes with them, and when they have
uny thing to communicate to her of anature
;pccuharly private, fhe even allows them to
whitper in her ear. Very fecret and cu-
AA‘: fofls reach her, as may cufily be fupe
pofed, shrough thefe channels, Hex momen
: 9 aod



COURT OF BELLIN, RTC. 331

and female attendants have likewifs  au-
diences, when the Emprefs hears their
reports of all that pafles in Vienna. Un-
fortunately, fhe is too much inclined to
liten to fuch narratives, and to credit
ftories, often partial, miftaken, or malig-
nant. Itis one of her prevailing weak-
nefles to lend a too ready and credulous

ear to the anccdotes thus brought her.
After reading the particulars here com-
memorated, it cannot excite furprife to find
that Maria ‘Therefa nourifhes many narrow
and illiberal prejudices, unworthy of a great
Sovereign. Neither exempt from, nor fu.
perior to the uncharitable notions, which
bigotry neceffarily infpires, fhe firmly be-
lieves every herctic to be excluded from the
divine mercy; but, of all heretics, fhe con-
cewves the Lnglifh to be the moft impeni-
tent, hardened, and irreclaimable, I know
that fhe enjoined her youngeft fon, the
Archduke Maximilian, when fhe permitted
him to vifit France and the Low Countries,
on no confideration whatever to pafs ovep
into England. Her apprehenfion of his
being
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b&mg corrupted by the contagious fociety
‘of London, and of his lofing all his religious
‘principles or impreflions, was the motive of
this prohibition. She exafted a imilar pro-
mife from the Emperor himfelf, when he
‘went to Paris two years ago. « The Eng-
¢ tith,” faid fhe to him, * are almoit all De-
* 3ts, Infidels, and Free-thinkers. I trem-
“ ble, left an intercourfe with fuch a nation
 thould contaminate your manners, and
* flrake your belief in every thing facred
* among Catholics.”

Maria Therefa, it is believed, entertains
on the ‘contrary, a degree of partiality for
the French nation. The political alliance,
contraéted between her and Louis the Fif-
teenth in 1756 ; joined to the marriage of
her three daughters, particularly that of
the youngeft with the prefent King of
T'rance ; have obliterated the fentiments of
cumity in which the was educated, towards
‘the ¥ rench. It muft likewife be remem-
'béf'éff ‘that her hufhand the late Emperor
E rdﬁms, was the fon of a French Princéfs,
lnd that be was himfelf warmly attached to

that
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that country. If the Emprefs herfelf has
however imbibed or adopted thefe predi-
le&ions, neither her Courtiers nor her fub~
jeGts at large participate in them, The
inferior claffes of people retain all their an-
tient deteftation for the French. It feems
to be infurmountable, and manifefts itfelf
on a thoufand occafions.

Her Imperial Majefty commonly paﬂés
the whole fummer, and great part of the au-
tumn, at the palace of Schonbrun. She quits
Vienna about the beginning of May, and
returns to it again before the clofe of Pc-
tober. In periods of public tranquillity,

« when her mind is unruffled and cheerful, the
is accuftomed to vifit the palace of Laxem-
bourg, which is about four leagues diftant,
and to pafs a month there: but during the
laft fummer, while her two fons, the Em-
peror, and the Archduke Maximilian, were
abfent in Bohemia, and her armies were
contending in the field, fhe remained alto-
gether at Schonbrun, in gloomy dejeflion..
The palace itfelf is fituated fcarcely mora
than half a mile beyond the fuburbs, to the

fou
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fouth; Jofeph the Firft, who began to build
there, baving only iatended it for-a-little
hunting-feat. His fucceflor, Charles the
Sixth, conftrufted a larger edifice, which
was farther augmented and embellithed by
the late Emperor Francis, who paflionately
Kked the place, and expended confiderable
fums in beautifying er adorning Schonbrun.
The Emprefs is not lefsattached to it; and
av her hufband was, while living, inexpref-
fibly-deur to her, his partiality is probably
not the leafl of her motives for prcfen ing it
a8 g refidence.
. The word Schonbrun fignifies ¢ Belle
@ Source,” and’ derives its name from a
fpring sear the palace, in the gardens, the
water -of which is accounted admirable. The
Emprefs never drinks of any other; and
every day during the whole winter, while
.fhe isintown, a mule comesfrem Schonbran,
Jonded with:water for her table. No pofi-
tion can be more deflitute of natural advan-
¢ ahill riting before, and another bew
from caeh-of which is beheld a charm-
profpseét ;swdiile on the contrary, fosrcely:
any
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any objeéts are to be feen from the palace,
which ftands in a valley. The gardens ac-
cupy a vaft {pace, ornamented with water-
works, obelitks, a Menagerie, and every em-
bellithment of art: but they are damp, the
cellars of the palace lying below the bed of
the littleriver Wien, which rups in front. The
edifice is large, the apartments {fplendid, and
maintained at a great expence ; Mara The-
refa laying out every year, many thoufand
florins in repairs or additions.  Dut, as the
prefent Lmperor her fon, makes no fecret
of his diflike to the fituation, which is be-
fides too near the capital ; it is not impro~
bable that after her death Schonbrun will be
abandoned, and perhaps may be converted
by Jofeph the Second into barracks for the
foldiery.

The fecundity of Maria Therefo would
not have been paffed over in filence by
Tacitus, in the delineation of her,character
and qualitics. Thofe who have beheld the
late Emperor, his wife, and thirteen chil
dren of both fexes, feated at. tahld an public.
occafions, afiure ‘me that’it was one.of the

; moft



336 MEMOIRS OF THE
moft interefting and pleafing fpe&tacles ever
contemplated. Several of the Archduch-
efles were highly favoured by nature. But,
like the wife of Germanicus, Maria Therefu,
“ infelici fecunditate fortunz totiens ob-
% noxia,” has witnefled the funerals of
many of her children. I have already com-
memorated more thao oncinftance. Ofher
pumerous daughters, only two who are un-
married now remain alive. The firft Mary
Anne, eldeft of all the Emprefy’s iffue, male
arfemale, wasborn in 1 738, two years before
the deceafe of Charles the Sixth. In her
perion fhe 13 below the middle fize, and a
deformity in her configuration renders her
lame; but I am told by perfons who know
her intimately, that her mind is much cul«
tivated and enlarged by an acquaintance
with polite letters. Though fhe enjoys the
revenues of an Abbey at Prague, of which
fhe is the titular Abbefs ; that ecclefiaftical
(dignity neither compels her to refidence,
«gior fubje@s ber to any renunciations. Havs
mg paﬂ'ed her fortieth year, fhe no longer
mizes-in the amufements of the Court or.
s . capitaly
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capital, except on thofe particular occafions,
when the Emprefs herfelf being prefent, the
accompanics her mother to the Drawings
room.

The Archduchefs Elizabeth is not yet
fix-and-thirty.  Previous to her having
caught the fmall-pox, it is univerfa,lly_éf-
ferted that her features were charming, and
her face beautiful ; but if they were fo, not"
a trace of that beauty now remains., The
two {ifters have each a fort of eftablifhment,
confifting of a * Grand Maitre,” and a
“ Grande Maitrefle.” In other refpeis,
they lead a gloomy, tedious life; though
the Archduchefs Elizabeth has not yet re-
nounced public diverfions nor withdrawn
herfelf from the amufements of the Carnival,
Immured in the Imperial Palace, almeft def:-
titute of fociety, obliged to attend their mo+
ther wherever {he moves, and compelled to
affift at ceremonies or cxercifes of devotion,
as if they were nuns, rather than Princeffes;
fcarcely are they known to exift by any of '
the forengn. nations of Europe, and never

were any perfons lefs obje&is of envy.
VOL. IF. Z The
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. 'The Archduchefs Chriftina, more favoured
by nature, as well as by fortune, has at
}eaft found means to emancipate herfelf from
the confinement and fubjeétion of her two
fifters. She is unqueftionably a very fupe-
rior woman, and merits that I fhould enter
with forne minutenefs into her charater,
and the hiftory of her life. Having com-
pleted her thirty-fixsth year, fhe has now
pafled the meridian of her beauty ; but her
perfon, in fpite of a declicate conftitution and
very impaired health, ftill poflfeffes many
charms. Her figurc is of the middle fize,
well-formed, and firiely proportioned; her
eyes are full of vivacity, her features noble,
as well as regular, Though naturally of a
pile comiplexion, fhe wears no rouge; a re-
nuneiatiod fubmitted. to, as may be pre-
fumed, tnore froin deference to the Em-
prefs’s pleafure, than from her own choice.
Over all her limbs and motions is diffufed
an air of grandeur, which feems to announce
“high birth.  Naturally diftant and haughty;
fhé can neverthélefs, when fuch is her pleas
fure, temper her demeanor with the moft
‘ 9 gracious
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gracious and winning condefcenfion. I is
difficult to imagine a Princefs more formed
to reprefent the Majefty of the Throne. Nor -
isit only her perfon to which nature has
been liberal ; fhe poffeffes talents capable
of producing very important public confe-
quences, beneficial or injurious. Ambiti-
ous, enterprizing, and no way deficient in
palitical courage, fhe is not formed. for the
feclufion of private life, or for the uniform
monotony of her mother’s palace. - Wher-
ever fhe appears, in Hungary, and in Italy,
na lefs than in Auftria, her exertions leave
behind them the traces of her aftive mind.
Verfed neverthelefs in many of the fofter
accomplilhments of her fex, fthe dedicates
her leifure ta the occupations of the pencil ;
and fhe particularly excels in painting, ns’
various apartments in the caftle of Prefburg
fufficiently teftify ; where I have {een por-
traits of her -performance, executed in a
matfterly manner.

With fuch perfonal and intellettual en-
dowments, it cannot, or it ought not to ex-«
cite furprife, that fhe has always been the

z4 favorite
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favorite daughter of Maria Therefu; and
that fhe pofieffes no inconfiderable afcen-
dancy over her mother’s political, as well as
private conduét. Perhaps, that very influ-
ence may likewife explain the caufe of the
Emperor her brother’s lttle attachment,
not to fay alicnation, towards her. Itis
well known that he confiders her as a pow-
erful rival, capable of frufirating his vicws;
and of impeding, if not totally overturning,
his beft matured plans of ambition or policy,
by awakening the Emprefs’s fcruples, and
touching her maternal feelings. At cvery
period of herlite, the Archduchefs Chriftina
has acted a principal part in the difientions,
cabals, and private hiftory of the Imperial
Family. The intimute fricnd and confident
of Jofeph’s firft wife, the Intauta Iabella of
Parma, fhe proved herfeli' not lefs the enemy
of his fecond, the unfortunate BDuvarian.
That Princefs, it is afierted, experienced
fome mortifying effells of the Archduchets’s
unkind offices, during the fliort and melan-
choly period of her malrimonial union with
ik grefert Fmperor. A

11 : ~ Francis,
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Francis, her father, had intentions of giv-
ing her in marriage to his nephew, the Duke
of Chablais, half-brotherto the reigning King
of Sardinia; a Prince whofe age, birth, and
aflinity to the late Emperor, rendered him
a natural objeét of Franciy’s feleétion. Baut,
the young Archduchefs had already difpofed
of her affeétions in another quarter, to a
more fortunate fuitor. Prince Albert of
Saxony, fourth fon of Auguftus the Third,
King of Poland, entered young into the
Aufirian fervice: his perfon, if it could nat
be denominated handfome, was at leaft tall,
manly, and well-made; his manners en-
eaging, and his charaCter every way unex-
wphonabl(‘. By his mother, the late
Queen of Poland, who was daughter of
Joleph the T'irft, he defcended from the
Auftrian line, and ftood in a near degree
of confanguinity to Maria Therefa herfelf,
Iis elevated rank, which gave him frequent
accefls to the Archduchefies, facilitated the
means of rendering himfelf peculmrly ac-
ceptable to the objeét of his choice. But,
on the other hand, a younger broth_gr of

z3 the
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‘the Saxon family, whofe only fortune, inde
pendent of his military appointments, was
-a thotlerate provifion arifing out of the
Eleftoral revenues during life; however
high his defcent, or eftimable his qualities,
‘could ‘not be confidered as an equal, and
full lefs as an advantageous match, for a
daugliter of the firft crowned head in Eu-
‘rope. Itisindeed generally fuppofed that
‘the late Emperor would not have confented
‘to'fuch an alliance; and that if he had lived,
the obftacles to her marriage with Prince
‘Albert never could have been furmounted.
In the fummer of the year 1765, when the
Court of Vienna went into the Tyrol, the
Axchduchefs Chriftina accompanied her fa-
ther and mother. Francis was there met by
the Duke of Chablais, and the propofitions
of his marriage were refumed, notwithftand-~
ing the repugnance for it manifefted by
the Princefs. Dut, the emperor’s fudden
death at Infpruck, in the month of Auguft,
put an end to the negotiation ; and fo power-
gﬂ were the Archduchefs’s fuppiications
with Maria Therefs, that the foon afterwards
‘ confented
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confented to give her daughter’s hand to
Prince Albert. They were married within
eight months of Francis’s deceafe, in April
1766, when fhe had nearly completed her
twenty-fourth, as he had his twenty-eighth
year. A daughter whom fhe brought
him, lived only a very fhort time; and it
is faid that fhe fuffered fo much during her
lying-in, as 1o be rendered incapable of
bearing more children. Their union has
been however, in all other refpeéts, a happy.
one; and Prince Albertis fcarcely lefs
beloved by the Emprefs, than are her own
fons.

Previous to the accomplifhment of their
nuptials, Maria "Therefa refigned to her
daughter and fon-in-law, the Duchy of
Tefchen ; a fmall and mountainous portion
of Auftrian Silefia, the revenues of which
they enjoy during their joint lives. If
they have no iffue, it will again revert, at
their deceafe, to the Crown. Still further
to enable them to fupport their dignitys
the Duke of Saxe-Tefchen, (for fo he is
denominated,) has been created Captain=

general and Governor of Hungary. In
34 that
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that quality, he and the Archduchefs oc»
cupy the caftle of Prefburg, where, during
a part of the year, they refide and hold
their Court. But, as Maria Therefa's at-
tachment to them is too ftrong, not to ren-
der her defirous of enjoying their fociety,
they have apartmentsin the lmperial Palace,
which they” inhabit at pleafure. A fenfe
of intereft, not lefs thau the feelings of affec-
tion, may be fuppolfed to influence them in
the frequent vifit~ which they make to Vienna.
The Emprefs is naturally bounteous; and it
is believed that her favorite daughter has
not becn wanting to improve to her own
advantage, the moments of maternal ten-
dernefs.

But, it is not at Vienna alone, that the
Archduchefs’s talents have found a theatre
worthy of their excrtion. After cman-
cipating herfeit from domcftic refiraint, {he
undértook to liberate her fifier the Queen
of Naples, trom politicul fetters. Duringa
vifit which the Archduchefs Chrifiina made,
fofpe years fince, to the King and Quecn
gffthe Two Sicilies, fhe effefled a complete
‘hange in the adminifiration of that coun-

- . try.
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tcy. The prefent King of Spain, at his
departure for Madrid, in 1759, when he
geceded to that monarchy on the death of
Ferdinand the Siath, left his fon a minor,
as 1s well known, under the tuition of the
Marquis Tanucci; who, at the. head of a
council of regency, governed Naples during
many years. Things remained in the fame
fituation, after the marriage of the young
King, and his attainment to majority ;
o perfon being found who would ven-
ture to overturn the [yftem adopted, or to
remove the minifters placed by Charles the:
'Third. But, the arrival of the Archduchefs
Chirifiinaat Naples, was the termof Tanucci’s
clevation. Encouraged by her exhortations,
and directed by her counfels, the Queen
her [ifter induced the King to difplace the
firft minifter, tomodel the government anew,
and under the nume of Sambuca, to affume
himfelf the etlicient power.

‘The Emperor her brotherhas experienced
no lefs fenfibly the elfe@ls of the Arch-
duchefs’s interpofition, during the progrefs
of the lafl campaign, in a manner which
mutft have occafioncd him the deepeft mor-

tification, -
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tification. No perfon here doubts, that the
refolution taken by the Cabinet of Vienna,
not to render Suxony the feat of war, as in
found policy the Aufirians ought to have
done; was principally, if not wholly, due to
her tears and entreaties, which the Emprefs
could not behold unmoved.  Perhaps
Jofeph may at fome future day refent and
punifh an interference, fo incompatible with
his objetts of ambition. 1 know however,
from inconteftable authority, that Maria
Therefa has already not only promifed, but,
has fettled beyond a poffibility of its being
overturned by her fucceflor, a future pro-
vifion the moft enviable for her daughter.
Whether Prince Charles of Lorrain fhall
furvivg the Emprefs or not, the Archduchefs
Chriftina and her hufband will be, on his de-
ceafe, conftituted Governors of the Aufirian
Low Countries for life. It has been the con-
ftant objeét of their attention ; and notwith-
ftanding the Emperor’s reluftance, who is
uppofed to have intended that important

charge for his brother Maximilian, he has
‘been obliged'to acquiefce in, and even to
ratify his mother’s determination. What-
ever
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ever political changes may take place after
the acccffion of Jofeph the Second; while
his mother furvives, the Archduchefs Chris-
tina will probably continue to aét no unim-
portant part in the fecret councils of the
Imperial Cabinet.

‘I'he character of Maria Therefa appears
to have partaken largely of the mutability
conneted with every thing human; and
nothing can be more diffimilar than the fame
woman in 1741, and in 1779. Many of
the leading features of her mind have under-
gone fince that period, as complete a trans-
formation as thofe of her perfon. Narrow
prejudices and fuperftitious obfervances, ob-
fcure in fome meafure the eminent qualities
with which fhe was endowed by nature;
qualities which juftly acquired her in the be-
ginning of her reign, the admiration of all
Europe. Perhaps however, we ought to
pity, and almoft to conceal defeéts, halfapo-
logized for by her fex and age, nurfed by
thebigotry of the peoplc over whom the reigns,
and become hicreditary in the Houfe of Au-
ftria. She retains, and I doubt not will ever
continue to poflefs, many of the virtues and

qualifications,
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qualifications, whicb juftly entitle her to rank
among the beft Princes who have fwayed
the fceptre in modern times, Asa woman,
in every relation of private life, the has not
only been blamelefs, byt meriorious. 1ler
honor never fuffered rthe flightcfi attaint,
and fhe was invariably, as well as tenderly,
attached to the Jate Lmperor I'rancis.  An
affeCtionate mother, a geperous miftrefs,
and a faithful friend, ber heart has not been
hardened or corrupted by the pofiefiion of
power. It ftill remains acceffible to every
gentle and benevolent impreffion.

As little has age dried up or ¢lofed the
channels of her liberality.  She delights to
give, torelieve difirefs, and to extend afiifi-
ance to merit. At this very time, Fknow that
the pentions and donations madc from her
privy purfe, do not falifhort of ¢izhty thou-
fund pounds fterling a-vcar. 'The indigent
and theunfortunate of every defcription, find

“in her bounty a certain refource. Thofe who
judge fevercly, incline to condemn her for
%o great a propeniity to munificence, and
denominate it facility or profufion. That it
acquires her the aticttion of her fubjeéts, is
however

3
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however unquefiionable. The foldiery ido-
lize her, and would, I am perfuaded, mani-
feft the warmeft enthuliafm in her defence.
As fhe pafies in her carriage, when at Schon-
brun, fhe frequently throws handfuls of
_ducats to the guard. 'That fhe knows how
to diftinguifh, and how 1o patronize genius
or talents in every branch, the names of Van
Swieten, Mectafiafio, Laudobn, Gluck, and
many other eminent perfons who have rifen
under her proteltion, will beft evince. No
princefs was ever morc open and gracious in
her manners, more caly of accefs, or more
difpofed to redrefs the complaints of her
pevple. They feel, but they pity and draw
a veil over the weuknefies of her charater.
Her long reign has neither been marked by
opprefiion, difgracced by cruelty, nor fiained
by blood. The Hungarians, who under
Leopold, Jofeph the Firft, and even under
Charles the Sixth, were perpetually in arms
againft the Auftrian Government, are be-
come, under Mar'a Therefs, the fureft fup-

porters of the throne.
Her talents are confefiedly good, and
much above mediocrity. It is not faying.
enough,
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enough, merely to aflert that {he pofiefles
- more capacity than her father or her grand-
father, both of whom were Princes of very
moderate endowments. Iler judgment is
found, and {lie is neither blindly led by her
fon, nor by her minifiers ; though the has
fuffered herfelf on various occafions to be
over-ruled by .hem, in cor tradition to her
own withes and opinion. 'Tue prefei @ war
may be cited as a proof of her reluétunt de-
fercnce to theiradvice: .1, indeed, 1t may not
rather be entireiy and lclely wicribed o
the Emperor’s ambition, detire to diftinguith
himfelf, and wifh to avail himfelf of ‘o favor-
ble an occ.ation to ungment his dominions.
Prince Kaanrtz, dizegh hie has been near
five-and-twenty yoars at the head oi aftairs,
and though he deferved’  cnoys all Maria
Therefu’s contidence; by mzans roverns
ber, as Prince Menzihoft coverned Cotharine
the Firl of Rufia, or as Biren, une o, Cour-
land, tyvrannized over the loupre& Linnc.
#She demands, it is true, his opimion upun
every point, and generally adopts it, or con-
forms to it; but fhe determines for herfelf,

and iffues her orders in confequence.
The
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The Emperor himfelf, her fon, though
poflefling her warmeft affection, aflociated
to a participation in the Royal Authority,
and declared Co-regent of Hungary, Bohe-
mia, and all the Auftrian dominions, yet
remains dependent on his mother. She
preferves :he {fupreme diretion, and is re-
garded as the efficient Sovereign. Even
1 the n.litary department, which fthe has
1” fome meafire refigned to him, it may be
quefiioned whetner he can make any efien-
tial changes or regulations, without her con-
ient and approbation. Confcious of poffefi-
ing ability to govern, it 1s believed that fhe
will “ever commu the felicity and protec-
tior nf ' 'r neople, to otl.r hands than her
own. It 1a tue svening of her reign, the is
beenn: e Javed wo a womanifh fuperftition,
this wealknefs 1s obliterated by her magna-
uinaity « { mind, by the wifdom of her ad-
mnitration, by the profperity that has
attended her government, and by the benet
fiz ‘nce of her charaéter, which has rendered
her no lefs dear to her fubje€ts, than re-
fpeCted byforeign nations,



352 MEMOIRS OF TH

LETTER XXXI.

Charalter and. anecdotes of the LE-vperor Francis,
—Princefs of Aueif*:rg—Her be mty, and ac-
complifbments.— Her  death.—Particilars of the
Emperor’s death.

Viexxa, February 19, 177g.

T is not a little curious to refle€t that the
Houfe of Auitria, the German branch ot
which, during threc centuries, from Trederic
the Third to Charles the Siath, uninterrupt-
edly filled the Imperial Throne, is now funk
in the family of Lorrain. Dut, asif thegreat
_qualities and virtues of Maria Therefa fup-
plied the defeét in her fox, Fuvope fiill ac-
knowledges in licr perfon and defeendants,
the Aufirian line. 'Thelute Emperor Francis
-was grandfon to the celebrated Charles the
ﬁ:ﬁﬁh Duke of Lorrain, who lived an exile
f‘rom his dominions, and who, when dying,
1eft nothmg to his children except his fword,
: ~¢:rld, his ton, reftored to his patnmomaﬁ

1n\l\m-
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inheritance of Lorrain at the peace of Ryf-
wick, was one of the moft excellentand ami-
able princes who has appeared in modern
times. The blood of Auftria was mingled
with that of Bourbon, in theveins of Francis;
Charles the Fifth, his grandfather, having’
married an Archduchefs, and Leopold, his
father, having efpoufed a daughter of Philip,
Duke of Orleans, brother of Louis the Four-
teenth. At the extinétion of the family of
Medicis in 1737, when Lorrain was virtually
incorporated with the French Monarchy,
and when Don Carlos became King of
Naples; Francis, in virtue of the ftipulations
made between France and Aufira, was
transferred to Tufcany. It was then, as
Voltaire jufily obferves, that the famous
medal of T'rajan, on the reverfe of which was
infcribed ¢ Regna affignata,” might with
propriety have been renewed among modern
nations. In 1745, after the death of the
Bavarian 1imperor Charles the Seyenth, the
Great Duke of Tulcany, hufband of Maijia
Therefa, was raifed to the Imperial Dignity. -

Francis, who in his perfon was very hand-
fome, was likewifc expertin allthe exercifes

VOL. LI. A a of
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of the Liody, and accountcd uncommonly
graceful on horfeback. Ilis'countenance was
not merely pleafing, but its expreffion was
benizn as wo]l as conciliating. Towards the
latter part of hislile he grew corpulent: yet

without lofing his patiion for the chace,
which he «\lwa_ys continued to purfue with
ardor. An incontettable prootf of his having
been a very auntable man. <. that though a
foreigner, his memory 1 univerfally che-
rifhed at Vienna. Few princes have been
more generaliv Leloved 1 tince among the
number of pertuns with whom 1 daily con-
verle, whio kinew und remenmber im, I have
never heard him mentioned, except with
teftimonics of lively affcction and regret. His
qualities were, indeed, rather fuch as ingra-
tiate and attach, than of a uature to duzzle
orimpofe. He poffefied all the chara@entiic
manners of the French nation, gallant,
- linvely, nohte,andfuperficial. Fondof fociety,
“of amufement, of d refs, und of magnificence,
pleafure, accompanied him wherever he
maved. Vieuna, during his life, muft have
been a far more elegant and luxurious ca-

pital than at prefent. An Italian opera, a
12 Ballet
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Ballet conduéted by Noverre, comedies, and
mafquerades, in perpetual fucceffion, while
they rendered it brilliant, attratted foreigﬁ‘ers
to the Court. Jofeph theSecond by no means
refembles his father in a tafte for diffipation,
expence, and the ceremonial of ftate.

The education of the late emperor had
been neglected, to a degree uncommon’
among perfom of his high birth, and of
which it is difficult to form an adequate idea.
So uninfiruéled was he even in the moft
ordinary branches of knowledge, as hardly
to be able to read ; and his ordinary ortho-
graphy would have difgraced a fchool-boy
This faét would be incredible, if I had not
heard it from perfons who loved him, and
who lived with him in the clofeft intimacy.
‘¢ More than once,” faid a lady to me,.
whom Francis diftinguithed by his friendfhip,
*“ I have fpared his Imperial Majefty the
** humiliation of not heing able to decipher

¢ a pliy-bill, and have read it to him.”, He_
poﬂeﬁ'ed neither a tafte for letters, nor an ac~
quaintance with works of genius; but he had -

travelled over many parts of Iiurope, audt
when Duke of Lorrain, had made fome’ &ay

AAQ " in
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in England, aswell as at the Court of France.
Having likewife refided in Italy, when great
Duke of Tufcany, and vifited various of the
German Courts, he had acquired a degree
. of general information, from feeing fo many
.capitals and countries. For chymical re-
fearches he had a decided paffion, which he
gratified by making multiplied attempts to
attain the art of tranf{muting metals, or in
other words, the Philofopher’s Stone. Iis
ill fuccefs only induced him to turn his at-
tention to branchesof fimilar purfuit, equally
chimerical and impra&icable. By means
of large burning mirrors he endeavoured to
diffolve diamonds, and out of many fmall,
to form one large diamond ; but he found
that the procefs only converted them into
cryftal, or totally deprived them of their
luftre by calcining them to a cinder.
Francis, though not diftinguithed by
- the talents for war which his grandfather
Charles the Fifth, Duke of Lorrain, emi-
nently poflefi=d, was neverthelefs confidered
& perfonally brave. During the laft years
‘of the Emperor Charles the Sixth, he

ferved againft the Turks 1n Sclavonia and
Servia,
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Servia, without acquiring any military re-
putation. He had likewife been placed,
rather nominally than in effeft, at the head
of the Auftrian forces in 1741 ; but, during
the whole courfe of the great ** war of feven
« years,” the Emprefs’s attachment was too
warm and tender, to permit of her feparation
from her hufband, or to allow him to hazard
his perfon in the field. This condu& gave’
occafion to many farcaftic remarks, on the
part of his Pruffian Majefty. Accuftomed
himfelf to brave every kind of danger, and a
ftranger to conjugal felicity, he treated with
derifion the inglorious retreat of Francis, in
the arms of his wife. Maria Therefa was
not a little mortified, as well as irritated, by
the refleétions which Frederic publickly
made on the nature of her affeétion, and on
her reafons for not expofing him to the dan-
gers and hardfhips of a German campaign.
They ferved only to widen the breach be-
tween the two courts, and to mix perfonal
animofity with political quarrels.

Neither the immenfe advantages derived
by Francisfrom the Auftrian alliance, which
raifed him to the Imperial Dignity; northe

AA 3 prefence .
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prefence, rank, and character of a wife who
poﬁ'eﬂ'ed fo many claims to his affeélion ; :
céuld neverthelefs impofe a refiraint on his
inclinations, or prevent his being guilty of
mﬁdellty to the marriage bed. Of a difpofi-
rion ardent as well as enterprizing, in pur-
{uits of gallantry, it was faid to be dangerous
for a woman of honour and bheauty to remain
alone in his company. He never failed, it
is true, in every teftimony of external defer-
ence and refpe& towards the Emprefs, with
whom he lived on terms of the moft
cordial upion: a numerous and beautiful
family cemented their mutual regard: but,
Francis was not the lefs irregular in the gra-
tification of his paffions. Towards the con-
cl‘uﬁon of his life he became conftant to one
pgrfon, who maintained her afcendancy over
him to the laft moment. 1 mean the Prin-
cefs of Auerfberg, a woman too celebrated,
as well as extraordinary, not to enter into
.fome of the particulars of her hiftory and
. charaéter.

, Maria Wilhelmina de Neuperg, daughter
to the celebrated Marfhal Count N euperg,
fo ‘well known in the hiftory of the reign of |

Charles
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Charles the Sixth, and in the beginning of
that of Maria Therefa, was born on the
30th of April 1738. As her father was
Governor of Luxembourg, fhe, while very
voung, was often carried to Lruﬁels and to
Spa; where fhe acquired, by the mixture
of company and fociety found -in thofe
places, an eafe and elegance of manners,
which the more formal, or contraéted ftyle
of female education in Auftria, did not then
commonly beflow on women even of the
higheft rank. When fcarcely fixteen, Mar-
fhal Neuperg brought her to the lmperial
Court, of which fhe immediately became
the wonder and the delight. I have been
unanimoufly afiured by all who knew her,
that no defcription can convey an adequate
or juft idea of her attrations. She was of
the middle fize, her complexion a clear
brown, her eyes grey, her hair chefnut, lux-
uriant, and glofly. But, her face and caft
of countenance were of that kind, to which,
it is faid, no painter could ever do juftice;
becaufe, when fhe converfed, a thoufand
graces lighted up in it, and gave her an
A A4 anunatum.:
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animation beyond the power of art to imi-
tate or to convey.

Su gentle and conciliating were her man-
ners, that fhe feemed incapable of offending,
or intentionally giving pain. Deftitute of
affeCtation, fhe never laboured to pleafe;
for Nature had done all, and fhe had only
to appear, in order to be admired and be-
loved. Such was her fuperiority of perfonal
beauty, as to be out of the reach of competi-
tion ; and fuch the infinuating fweetnefs of
her addrefs, asto be irrcfiftible. She excited
love in one fex, without awakening envy or
rivality in the other; and fhe made no ene-
mies, becaufe fhe never altempted raillery
orridicule. Her converfation was gay, eafy,
and amufing ; but fhe neither poffeffed any
uncommon natural endowments of mind,
nor had fhe a very cultivated underftand-
ing. Prodigal from temper, carelefs of
money, and loving rather to enrich her re-
Iations than herfelf, fhe knew no bounds to
her profufion. A paffion for play, which
fhe indulged without reftraint after her mar-
noge, caufed her to lofe immenfe fums at

9 the
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the gaming table. Her heart, naturally ge-
nerous and difinterefted, was likewife tender
and yielding. Fickle and capricious, fhe fel-
dom remained long conftant in her preference
of any lover; but, her very foibles had in
them fomething amiable ; and it is faid to
have been impofiible to know her, without
feeling -attachment towards her.

So diftinguifhed a perfon, and fo highly
endowed by nature, could not long remain
withont oifers and folicitations of the moft
flatteriug kind.  Among her fuitors fhe
xedmm,u the prefent Marfhal Lacy, as well
as other noblemen of the greateft rank and
fortunc. 1laving feleted Prince Auerfberg,
fhe was married to him in April 1755, when
fhe had juft completed her feventeenth year.
The Prince her huiband, already a widower,
was then about four-and-thirty. Befides
her perfonal attradtions, fhe brought him a
fortune of full twelve thoufand pounds fter-
ling; a fum confidered as immenfe at
Vienna, where womenof the higheft quality
have rarely above fix or eight hundred
pounds for their portion, But, fuch was

ber
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her rage for plev, that in the courfe of the
firft fummmes atoer her marriage, while the
was’ at the Piiuce her hutband’s country-
feat, the lofu this whole fum at the gaming
uily to her brother, Count

table; princi;
She 13 fakd 1o have loft at cards,

Neuaperg. &
twelve thou'and ducats, or above tive thou-
fand pounds flerling, in the courfe of a
fingle evening: and her profufion was fimy
lar in other refpects.

Only an Imperial lover, and one as gene-
rousas Francis, couldlong fuftice for fuch de-
mands. Iiec found little difliculty in render-
ing himfelf acceptable to hier; his rank, his
afiidnities, and lus prefents, baving removed
the firlk obitacles; but, her invonl'tam:y ex-
cluded him frem the fole potitifien of her
heart. Francis was notthe lels permanently
attached to her.  In her fociety, and that
of a feleCt company of both fexes, he ufed

o pafs many of his evenings. * A fupper of
tenn or twelve covers was provided, where
the Princefs prefided, and from which all
;ﬁbrm or etiquetle were banifbed.  In public,
'wheyher at tl.e theatre, or cewhere, Francis

obferved
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obferved towards the Imprefs every mark
of deference and attention; but, when fhe
was not prefent at the performance, he
always repaired to the Princefs’s box. At
the opera he ufually flood behind her, con-
cealed from view ; and the box was locked,
in order to prevent intrufion. Notwith-
fianding thefe precautions, a cough to which
be was fubjeft, gencrally betrayed his re-
treat, and divulged the fecret to the world.
When the Imperial Court went to In-
fpruck, in the fummer of the year 1765,
the Princefs of Auerfberg did not remain
behind at Vienna. Bat, with the deceafe
of the Emperor, which took place in the
Tyrol, her confideration likewife expired.’
It is a fact, that on the evening preceding
his diffolution, which was fudden and unex-
pected, he had prefented her an order on
his treafurer, for no lefs a fum than two
hundred thoufand florins, or near twenty
thoufand pounds. As he died the follow-
ing day, which was Sunday, the interval was
too fhort, to allow her time for receiving
the money. In a fecret council, held after
Francis’s
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Francis’s death, it was debated whether a
pecuniary donation of fuch a nature, to fo
great an amount, thould or ought to be ful-
filled. More than one voice declared againft
it; but Maria Thercfa, fuperior to every
confideration except what fhe thought her
own and her hufband’s honour demanded,
iffued orders punctually to difcharge the
Afum. :
During the Emperor’s life, fhe had al-
ways treated the Princefs with uncommon
marks of diftinction ; a condutt.only to be
explained by her affeftion for him, which
extended even to his weaknefles, and re-
fpe€ted his very faults. Such was her at-
tachment to his memory, or the magnani-
mity and enlargement of her mind, that it
is probable fthe would have continued the
fame treatment after Irandis was no more,
if the Princefs had not wantonly incenfed
her, by a behaviour 4l once unbecoming
end imprudent. The Emprefs’s grief for
the lofs of her hufband, was well known to
be fincere, ns well as profound; and fhe
Femained a long time fhat up in the palace
ut Vienna, a prey vo dejettion, in the deepeft
: retirement,
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retirement. When (he re-appeared in pub-
lic, the ladies of the Court were permitted to
wait on her, and to pay their compliments
of condolence, but with the exprefs prohi-
bition of wearing Rouge. The Princefs of
Auerlberg alone, who ventured to difobey
the order, came to the Palace in deep mourn-
ing, but moft elegantly drefled, and with a
profufion of Rouge. Maria Therefa did not
conceal her refentment at this conduét ; and
when the Princefs approached to kifs her
hand, fhe drew back with an air of indig-
nation and amazement that firuck every one
prefent. So glaring a contempt of decornm
on fo -melancholy an occafion, and in fuch
a place, was never pardoned by the Em-
prefs, and juftly merited reprehenfion.

She had previoufly given the Princefs a
convincing proof of her fuperiority to little
interefts, and of her generous manner of
acting in all pecuniary concerns, Francis,
with a view of having the obje of his
attachment conftantly near him, prefented

ber a final]l farm-houfe near the palace of
Laxem-
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Laxembourg, where the Court ufually
pafied a confidcrable part of the fuinmer.
He did not venture to give her an apart-
ment in the palace itfelf, as it would have
been too obvious a mark of difrefpet to
the Emprefs. The Princefs had expended
a confiderable fum of money in furnifhing
and embellithing this cottage, which fhe
had rendered very comniodious. After the
Emperor’s dc_eafe, Maria Therefa caufed it
to be fignified to her, that fhe wifhed to
purchafe it, and therefore defired her to
fix her own price on it; meaning to
take away all future pretext for her being
at Laxembourg, when the Court refided
there. The Princefs named thurty thoufand
florins, or near three thoufand pounds, as
the price of her cottage ; a fum far exceed-
ing its real value: but, the Emprefs fent it
o her inftantly, without deduétion or hefi-
tation. Even to the laft moment, fhe ob-
ferved the utmoft civility towards her, uand
never behaved to her with harfhnefs or
_infult: ' '

2 The
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The Princefs of Auerfberg furvived herIms
periallover more than ten years, but never had
any children, either before, or after hisdeath,
ft feems uncertain what was the precife
natare of the diforder which proved fatal to
her, and many different aceounts are related
of 1t here. 'T'hat fhe had a contraion in her
liibs, for which friftions were prefcribed,
is undoubted ; but, whether the ufe of them
accelerated her end, as is pretended, I will
not veuture to fay.  I{umbourg, a furgeon
of reputation who praftifes at this time
in Vienna, attended her. The fri%ionswhich
were preleribed by bim, being, as it would
appear, too violent for her frame, not only
caufed her extreme pain, bat produced a
contraciion in the parts where they were
applied.  IT'had the curiofity to ingquive the
circuneftances of her illnets and death, oy
a few days fince, of Brambilla, another very
eminent practitioner, who was called in to
her afliftance, at a lute tlaoe of ber diflem-
per. “ Whea I vifited the Prineefs, fhe had
“ alreadv,” faid he, “ a contradtion in one

“ grm,
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“ arm, leg, and thigh, for which friétions
“ were advifed. laving ufed them, they
“ appeared to fucceed ; and fhe was fo much
% amended In confequence, that {he re~
“ covered in fome meafure the power of
“ moving her limbs. We began to enter-
“ tain fanguine hopes of her recovery, when
% a violent inflammation on her lungs ren-
“ dered all medical {kill vain, and put an
¢ end to her life.” Whatever was the caufe,
{lie died at Vienna, fcarcely three years and
a half ago, in October 1775, before fhe had
attained to the age of eight-und-thirty.

It only remains to relate the particulars
f the Emperor Francis's laft feizure and
dcath. 'The marriage of the prefent Great
Duke of Tufcany, Leopold, with the In-
fanta of Spain, Maria Louifa, which was to
be folemnized at Infpruck, in the fummer of
1765, carricd the Imperial Court into the
‘Tyrols  Jofeph, the prefent Emperor, then
King of the Romans, as well as various of
the Archdukes and Duchefies, accompanied

4 their Majefties thither. Itis certain that

Francis
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Francis undertook the journey with repug-
nance, which fentiment he expreffed to vari-
ous perfons before he fet out from Vienna.
The Court remained for feveral weeks at In-
{pruck, during which time the weather hap-
pened to be fo conftantly rainy, that the
Emperor could not take his accuftomed ex-
ercife of hunting. He feemed to be anxi~
ous and oppreffed in mind, without precifely
knowing the caufe, or without any decided
indifpofition. The Emprefs,ever attentive to
the leaft change in his health, would have
perfuaded him to lofe fome blood ; but, as
he had a diflike to the operation, he always
procraftinated it; and on her urging him
to fubrit, he refufed, adding with fome
warmth, ¢ Madame, voulez vous que je
* meurs dans la faignéet” He flill continued
uneafy, ever wifhing to be gone from the
Tyrol, where a weight conftantly bung upon
his fpirits ; and in anfwer to thofe perfons
.who inquired of him how he found himfelf,
he always replied, ¢ Je me porterai bien,
« quand ‘une fois je ferai & Vienne,” More

VOL. II. Bs © . than
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-than once, looking round on the high
-mountains with which Infpruck is invefied,
the air of which place feemed to affett his
refpiration ; he exclaimed, “ Ah! fi je
¢ pourrois feulement fortir de ces mon-
“ tagnes du Tyrol!” All thefe faéts evi-
dently prove that I'rancis felt himfelf
menaced with an apoplectic attack, which
the air m the vallies of the Tyrol pro-
bably accelerated, by its preflure on the
brain.

During the whole courfe of the day upon
which he expired, he complained of a
dizzinefs and fuffocation that greatly incom-
moded him ; but, which, neverthelefs, did
not prevent him from' appearing at the
Opera. 1t was on Sunday, the 18th of
Auguft, 1765. Previous to fetting out, he
waited on- the Emprefs, in order to wifh
her.a good night, according to his ufual
cuftom, as the did not accompany him to
‘the theatre; and afier the performance,
he was to have fupped with the Princefs

Q‘ sAunerfberg and a {eleft purty, for which
‘ repaft
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repaft all the requifite preparations were
madg. I have already mentioned elfewhere
that his nephew the Duke of Chablais, had
repaired to Infpruck by the Emperor’s in-
vitation, who had intentions of giving him
the Archduchefs Chriflina in marriage.
During the progrefs of the Opera, Francis
found himfelf much indifpofed; and in
order to diminifh the difliculty of breathing,
he took fome drops, though without any
confiderable effett. The Princefs of Auerf-
berg was in her private box, to which the
Ymperor was accuftomed frequently to
repair, when not accompanied by the Eme
prefs. Bul, the Duke of Chablais’s prefence
impofing a refiraint on him, prevented his
gratifying that inclination. He contented
himfelf, thercfore, with- making figns to the
Princefs, that he was unwell, by pointing
to his head; and as the was feated oppofite,
the plainly perceived his indifpofition, which
became more violent every minute.
Unwilling to quit the theatre, or to inter-
rupt the performance; he remained, nevertbe-
: BD 2 lefs,
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lefs, fome time longer in the box; till find-
ing himfelf menaced with a total lofs of fenfe,
he rofe up and went out, followed onf§ by
the Baron de Reifchach and one or two other
noblemen. When the Fmperor came into
the air, he feemed to ftagger; but, on being
atked by one of his attendants, whether he
was ill, he faid in German, ¢ A man of
“ {pirit is not affeCted by a fmall matter.”
Thefe were the lait words that he ever pro-
nounced. He flill attempted however to
proceed, in hopes of reaching his own apart-
ment, to attain which he was obliged to de-
fcend a flight of wooden fieps. Coming to
the top, his head grew fo difordered that he *
laid hold on the fentinel's arm who ftood
there on guard, with a view to prevent
himfulf from falling; and as he tried to
advance, at the fecond or third fiep he fell
forwards. The perfons who were about
hiin, inftantly carried him to a litile anti-
chamber adjoining, where they laid him on
a common pallet bed, belonging to one of
the lacqueys of the Court. 'While meflen~

' gers
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gers were fent for medical aid, the King of
the Romans was called out from the Opera.
Hurrying to the room, he toek his father
in his arms, and manifefted the deepeft afflic-
tion. The Emperor’s veins, meanwhile, were
cut, his temples fcarified, and every method
ufed to recover him, but in vain. He gave
no fign of fenfe, and little indication of life,
his tongue hanging out of his mouth. - It
was foon perceived that he was dead, and
the phyficians pronounced that all further
cfforts were to no purpofe.

Meanwhile, as the intelligence fpread
through the palace, it became neceflary to
announce the event to the Emprefs. She
received it with marks of the acuteft dif-
trefs, which were heightened by the appre-
henlions that her deceafed hufband had
been tuken away unprepared, in the midft
of his pleafures, and before he had made his
peace with ITeaven by prayer or confefiion.
A council was inftantly held, at which it
was refolved that her Majefty fhould quit
Infpruck, as foon asthe requifite preparations
could be made for her depurture. In order

D B3 to
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to avoid all fpectators, and as the moft pri-
vate mode of conveyance, a boat was fitted
up for her reception, into which fhe went
on the enfuing day, only accompanied by
her fon the prefent Emperor, Count Diet-
richitein Mafter of the Horfe, and one Lady
of the Ped-chamber. They defcended
the river lnn to its confluence with the
Danube, and thence down that fiream ta
Vienna.

Infpruck was prefently abandoned by all
the Courtiers, and the roads in every direc-
tion were covered with horfes and carriages.
In two or three days after the Emperor’s
death, hardly a perfon was to be feen in the
ftreets of a place, which had beenfo lately the
feat of amufements, crowded with the firft
Nokility of Auftria and ltaly. Lvery one,
occupicd with their own concerns, quitted the
corpfe of the decealed Prince. Buta circam-
ftance almoft incredible, and which I thould
fcarcely venture to relate, 1f 1 had not
received 1t from high authority, I muit
fubjoin. Count Hatzfeldt, who is minifter
of ftate for the interior, a nobleman equally

2 refpetable
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refpeCtable for his talents and his public
fervices; affured me himfelf, that he entered
the chamber where his Imperial Majefty
lay dead, in lefs than two hours after he
expired. To the Count’s afionithment, he
found the corpfe firetched on the wretched
pallet bed, where they had placed him, ab-
folutely alone, not even an attendant near
him ; while two or three lingering drops of
blood were ftill oozing from the orifice which
the furgeons had opened. Perhaps however,
this fa& ought not to furprize; hiftory is full
of fimilar examples. \

B D4
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LETTER XXXIIL

State of the public mind at Vienna.—Ariival of
the preliminaries of peace— Satisfallion of the
Cowrt.—Entrance of the Kiug of Prufia into

- Bohemia.—Difguft of the Aufirian army to the

" continnance of the war.

: Viex~a, Febraary 25, 1y79.

T H r prefent month has been pafled in
~&  perpetual viciffitudes of fear and hope,
4 the profpet of war or peace alternately
aflumed a more probable appearance. Even
up to the aftual moment, nothing decifive
}s known, though every day and hour may
now unfold whether Germany is deftined
to be the theatre of another campaign ; or
whether the Houfe of Aufiria will make
fach conceflions of territory, as may fatisfy
the jealoufy of Frederic and his Allies. In
the laft days of January, Mellendorf, one
of the Pruffian Generals, uncxpettedly €én-
Yered Bohemia, and advanced to the little
| town
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town of Brix, which he pillaged. . On his
retreat towards the confines of Saxony, he
was attacked by a body of Aufirians, from
whom he took two pieces of cannon and
fome prifoners, after which he continued
his march out of Bohemia. Thefe partial
incurlions increafe the calamities, without
deciding the fate, or accelerating the con-
clufion of the war. On the part of his
Pruffian Majefty, they are probably intend-
ed only to keep alive the ardour of his
troops, and to habituate them, after fixteen
years of repofe, to the fatigues of a winter
campaign. They may likewife conduce to
obliterate the recent difgrace of I{abelfch-
wert, which had unquefiionably ftained the
lufire of his arms, while it elevated pro-
portionably the Auftrian courage and re-
putation. '
. Juft before the clofe of a Carnival, that
has been by no means cheerful, arrived on’
the thirteenth of this month, a courier from
Prince Repnin, the Ruffian Minifter at
Breflau. Ilis difpatches, inftead of being
addrefled
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addreffed to any member of the adminiftra-
tion here, were direCted to the Baron de
Breteuil, the French Embaffudor ; who ap-
pears, though faintly, to aflume the fame
character of a mediator on the part of Au-
firia, which Prince Repnin, by order of his
Court, avowedly occupies for Pruflia. It
was Inftantly reported that the mefien-
ger had brought the preliminaries of a
general pacification ; a piece of intelli-
gence which excited the firongeft {enfations
throughout this capital. When the Baron
de Breteull arrived at Prince Kaunitz’s with
the news, though it wys near eight o’clock
 the ev%ning, an hour at which the Em-
prefs 1s already preparing to go to refi;
the Prime Minifter immediately repaired to
the palace, to communicate to her the wel-
come information. We are ignorant of
the pariiculars of their nterview and con-
verfution ; but, no one doubts the joy of
Maria Therefa, at the profpett of feeing a
fpeegy conclufion put to the war. Sheno
l%nger conceals her apprehenfions of its in-

glorious,
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glorious, if not injurious confequences to
the Houfe of Aufiria; and fhe probably
anticipates the neceffity of reftoring the
portion of Bavaria occupied by her troops.
In the bitternefs of her emotions, fome days
ago, fhe exclaimed, after perufing a letter
tranfmitted her by Prince Kaunitz, ¢ I pers
« ceive that I have neither an individual ig
“ the German Empire, nor an ally ia
« Europe, who will aid my caufe.” Do-
meftic vexations increafe her political cha-
grin.  Not only the Great Duchefs of Tuf~
cany is at prefent confined by illnefs to her
chamber ; but, the Archduke Maximilian,
the Emprefs’s youngeft fon, one of the moft
amiable and worthy Princes in the world,
has been obliged to have recourfe to the
baths of Baden, four leagues diftant from
Vienna, for the recovery of his health. The
fatigues of the late campaign, on which he
accompanied his brother the Emperor, are
iuppofed to have been too fevere for his
ftrength, and to have givén a i'ude thock to
his conftitution.

Even
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. Even Jofeph himfelf, if we may truft to
appearances, is heartily tired of his mew mi-
litary profefiion, and fcarcely lefs defirous
of peace than his mother. Ile has found
the {cience of taétics, and the command of
-armies, more difficult than he had appre-
hengded. Countera¢ted in the cabinet, and
difliked in the cump; after a campaign no
way fertile in laurels, he fincs neither his
famne, nor his popularity increafed. He

~feels doubtlefs, likewife, that the gencral
voice of Europe is againft him; that not
ouly the King of Pruffia, but the German
Princes are preparing.to check his ambi-
ticus enterprizes ; and that the acceflion of
territory acquired from the fvizure of Lower
Bavaria, even if finally retuined, may be
dearly purchafed by incurring univerful con-
demuation. His conduét, and every cir-
camftance of his behuviour, fince the ar-
rival of Prince Repuin’s courier, manifeft a
futistuction, whicl: he has not attempted to
ditguife, or affe&ted to conceal.  After bav-
isg been withdrawn from fociety during
the whole Curnival, and rarely appearing

' either
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either in public, or in private company, lie
has at length fhewn himfelf again to bis
fubjects. On the three days that immedi-
ately followed the reception of the late news,
his Imperial Majefty was prefent each evena.
ing at the Ridottos. With a fmiling coun-
tenance, he accofted every one whom.he
knew, entered familiarly into converfation,
and {eemed defirous of perfuading all who
fuw him, that he fincerely part.icipates in the
wifh for peace which animates the Emprefs,
and pervades the Cabinet. The Carnival
finifhed under thefe fluttering {fymptoms of
returning tranquillity.

So fatistactory were thearticles brought by
Prince Repnin’s Courier from Breflau, as the
bafis of a definitive treaty, confidered by the
Court; and fo thoroughly were the Auftrian
Minifters convinced of the probability of its
fpeedy accomplithment, that they relaxed in
many efiential preparations for theapproach-
ing campaign. 1The war was indeed gene-
rally regarded as at an end. The contraét
for mules was not only ftopt, but even the

tran{portation
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tranfportation of cannon from the arfenat
was fufpénded. Vienna, during five or fix
days, enjoyed a delufive calm, which was
fuddenly interrupted by a report, that
Frederic having privately quitted Breflau,
was arrived at Schweidnitz. Inftantly all
the public offices were 1n motion, and con-
flernation fucceeded to fecarity.  Not
an inftant was loft in fending off Generals
Noflitz and Richecour to join the army in
Bohemia. Prince Charles Lichtentein’s
baggage followed, and every thing indi-
cated immediate boftilities. 'The alarm was
not by any means falfe, or even exaggerated;
and the intelligence of the entrance of the
King of Prufita in perfon into Bohemia, at
the head of twelve thoufand troops, whick
arrived next day, fufficicntly proved that
he did not truft folely to the mediation of
Catharine, however fincere or eﬂicacnous,

for producing peace.
An irruption {o uncxpeted, at this incle-
5 ment feafon, has roufed the Imperial Cabinet
* from their premature focunty They begm to
perceive
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perceive that the weight of near feventy
years, added to numerous infirmities, have
not yet fubdued the fpirt of Frederic, nor
prevented him from leading his forces as in
former wars. We know that he has al-
ready reached Draunau, while the Auftrians,
unprepared to oppofe him, full back in
every direttion. Vienna offers at the pre-
fent moment, a curious mixture of con-
tradi€tory uppearances, and contending
emotions. 'T'he people, indignant at the
idca of a peace which is ahout to be figned,
at the time when a Prufiian army is ravaging
Bohemia; exclaim againft fuch humilia-
tion, asnolefs degrading to the national cha-
rafter and arms, than nnbecoming the Ma-
Jefly of the "Throne. The upper orders are
divided n opinion; fome loudly reprobating
a continuation of the war, while others as
warmly infift on the neceflity of its vigorous
profecution.  But, only one fentiment per-
vades the military department; difguft and
averhon to further hoftilities. Actuatedina
peculiar manner by thefe feelings, Marfhal

Laudohn,



384 ' MEMOIRS OF THE

Laudohn, to whom the Emperor,'only two
days fince, offered the command of the forces
in Bohemia, declined it; on- pretence of in-
difpotition. Ilis infirmitics of body and mind
wncapacitated him, as he affured his Majelty,
for fo important a flation.  Jofcphs equally
aftonithed and chagrined at the refufal,
afked him, whether he would not accom-
pany him at leaft into the-ficld? Laudohn
replied, that as to his perfon, it was abfo-
lutely at his Majefty’s difpofal. Ilc has
not forgotten the affair of Munchengratz,
where Jofeph, by his interference, fnatched
from him a certain viCory over Prince
Henry of Pruffia; nor will he be eafily in-
duced to fubje&t himfelf to a wpetltlon of
fuch difgrace.

Meanwhile the negociations for peace are
not difcontinued, though the utmoft un-
certainty refpeting their termination flill pre~
vails here. 'I'he Pruflians are now faid to be
retiring from Braunau and Trautenau; but,
reports that they are affembling in the vi-

ccinity of Egra, on the wefiern frontier of
' Bohemia,



COURT OF BERLIN, RTC. 38¢

Bohemia, havefpread new alarm through this.
capital. A fhorttime muft decide the quef-
tion of peace or war. While that great event
hangs in fufpenfe, let us take a furvey of the
characersof his Imperial Majefty, and of the

Autftrian prime Minifter.

VOL. TT, Cc
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LETTER XXXIIL

Jofepl the Second.—His Education.— Partiality
of the Emperor and Lmprefs for the Archdule
Charles.— Niarriage of Fofeph with the Infant:
of Parmi.— Particulars of that Privecls’s cha-
radler, il..ofs, and death.—Indecifion of the Im-
perial Ceurt on the choice of amcthor Frivesfs—
Second marriave  of  Fofeph—Qualitics  and
wzath of tle Luiprofe Maria Jofepha of Bavaria.
—Atia aments  ¢p the Emperor.—Manner  of
pafiug kis time-—His. poroit, manncrs, and ac-
complippments.—Indiffercice  for  the  Sriy—
Affociacien to ile roval authoritv.— Regulativis
and meafies o Fulph.—Particulars of his
private fife and haradtor—datcrvicww of Neifs.
—TInterview of Neifiadt.—~—Awcdotes of Fofepht,
~His o0 of travel——Aclivity. —Econeiiv.-
Courage—Lafi e or war.— Ambition,

Viewxa, Mard 4, 1779
’

J oS LPH the Second was bornon the 13th
& March, 1741, at a molt critical period
of his mother’s reign; a few months after

the



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 38y

the deceafe of her father, Charles the Sixth,
when fhe was reduced to fly from Vienna
to the Hungarians, for fhelter and pro-
tection. He was committed to the care of
the Marfhal Prince Battian, while ftill a
child; bot at that time, and cven long
afterwards, he gave few or no indications
of an attive and fuperior mind.  Extreme
timidity, accompanicd with awkwardnefs
and embarrafiment, charaCterized his man- -
ners. Referved in bisdeportment, and main-
fefting neither military ardor, nor apti-
tude for bufinefs, he was confidered as in-
capable of ever condufling public affairs.
So convinced was the Emprefs Queen of
ber eldeft fon’s being deficient in talents,
that when ualone with thofe in whom f{he
repoled a confidence, fhe frequently com-
plained of the unjult caprice of Fortune ;
wio defiined the Throne to a Prince defii-
tute of ability, while a youth adorned with
every quality requifite for governing man-
kind, was excluded from power. In mak-
iz this remark, fhe alluded to the Arch-

cc2 duke
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duke Charles, her fecond fon, for whom fhe
had conceived the ftrongeft prediletion.
‘Equally prepofiefled againft Jofeph, fhe
hardly enquired of the mafters. to whom
his education was committed, what progrefs
he made in his fludies. . 1t was not till after
his brothér’s deceafe, that he began to be
known and confidered, cither by his parents
or by the Court.

Towards the conclufion of the late war,
11761, when he was about twenty years old,
Jofeph made an attempt to emancipate and
diftinguith himfclf, by demanding permifiion
of his parents to ferve againft the Pruflians,
This firft difplay of energy in the Archduke
was neverthelefs overrulud, aud his requeil
was rejeCted ; not fo much on account of any
apprehentions entertained relative to his per-
fonalfafety, asfroma wifh toreprefs his ardoi,
and to retain him flill in obfeurity. Though
Francis, nolefs than the imprefs, treated him
with {uch alienation, or feverity, Jofeph fub-
mitted in filence ; uttered no complaint, con-

cealed hig very withes, and endeavoured care-

fully toavoid any fubjetof competition which
might
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might awaken his father’s jealoufy.  But
Marfhal Battiani, his Governor, who knew
him well, and who had ftudied his charaéer,
made no {cruple of declaring to his own
particular friends, that ¢ the Archduke
“ was not what he feemed ; that thofe who
¢ judged of him by appearances, would be
‘ ultimately miflaken: and that his real dif-
“ pofition, as well as his capacity, never
“ would be unfolded to the world, till after
¢ the Ilmperor his father’s death.” Time
has already proved the truth of this pre-
diétion.

It 1s incontefiable that Francis, through-
out the whole courfe of his life, did not
manife(t any warm attachment for his el-
deft fon. Al his partality, like Maria
Therefuw’s, was referved for the Archduke
Charles; a Prince, who is univerfally al-
lowed to have potlefled very extraordinary
cndowments. Ile was born inFebruary
1745, and expired at Viennain 1761, when .
he had fcarcely completed his fixteenth year.
While they were children, his elder brother
Jofeph and T never lived in amity; and as’

cc3 - . they
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they advanced towards manhood, the alien-
ation between them, fomented by many
;:aufes, naturally increafed. © Charles, if in-
cenfed, did not fcruple fometimes to fay,
that « he had the advantage in birth,
« Jofeph being only fon to the Great Duke
“ of Tufcany, while he himfelf was the fon
 of the Emperor.” 'L'he aflfertion was ne-
verthelefs not quite accurate, fince Francis
was only eleCled to the Imperial dignity,
and crowned at Frankfort, in September
1745, feven months fubfequent to the Arch-
duke Charles’s birth.

By the concurring teftimony of all who
remember him, he appears to have been «
vouth of uncommon, and almoft premature
talents; bold, lively,and enterprizing beyond
his years. But his temper was irafcible,

. and his difpoﬁﬁon mifchicvous, as well as
intraCtable. Such an union of ability and
of violence, fanned by parental partiality,

“might, it was apprehended, have produced

unpleafant, if not dangerous confequences,
er the animofity that fubh{ted between
2t C him
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Inm and his brother Jofeph, it Charles had
attained to riper years. He was himfelf
fo fenfible of the difturbances likely to arife
i the Imperial Family trom this caufe, that
in his laft hours he avowed 1t to the Emprefs.
bis mother. When he lay dying, and fhe
fat by him-on the bed, diflolved in tears,,
he faid - to her, taking her hand in his,
¢ Madam, do not lument fo bitterly my
« approaching end; for had I lived, I
“ flhould have given you much greater
¢« caufe of forrow.” lle expired a few
hours afterwards, meeting the approaches
of death with the utmoft firmnefs and

courage. . '
Some months previous to this event, the
Archduke Jofeph, then in his twentieth
year, was married in Oftober 1760, to
Elizabeth Mana, Infanta of Parma. She
wasdaughter of Don Philip, Duke of Parma;.
who was the youngerfon of Philip the Fifth,
King of Spain: and as her mother, a Prin-
cefs of Trance, was the eldeft of Louis the
Tifteenth’s children, the Infanta confe~'
quently defcended on both fides from .the
cC4 - Houfe

t
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Houfe of Bourbon. Her father, Don Phi-
lip, one of the moft worthy and amiable
Princes of our time, is faid to have perithed
by a death equally tragical and fingular. I
have been affured from high authority, that
while hunting in the woods of Colorno, near
Parma, in July 1765, he was miffed by his
attendants, and that when they found him,
he was already half devoured by his own
hounds; only fome mutilated remains of his
body being difcovered. Itis fuppofed that
having been thrown from his horfe, the dogs
-might have tafted of his blood, and after-
wards hava fallen upon him, as he lay ftun-
ned or infenfible on the ground. 1 am ne-
verthelefs far from venturing abfolutely to
guarantee a ftory, which feems to partake
toomuch of the marvellous ealily to challenge
.belief; adid which is denied at Parma, where
Don Philip'sdeath is attributed to the fmall-
.*pox. His daughter’s hiftory contains, how-
ever, circumftances fcarcely lefs extraordi-
nary, which fland upon fuch teftimony as
ﬁt is difficult $o controvert, or to call in

queﬁlon. '
Elizabeth
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" Elizabeth Maria of Parma, who was born .
in the fame vear with her hufband, the
Archduke Jofeph, though agreeable in her-
perfon, pofiefied no pretenfions to be termed
beautiful.  She had the deep complexion
of a Spaniard, which was contrafted to her
difadvantage at Vienna, by a comparifon
with the fair and delicate {kins of the Arch-
duchcfies her fiflers-in-law, fome of whom °
might then rank with the moft lovely young
women in Furope. Her mouth was pretty,
her teeth fine, and her eves animated ; but
when fhe was filent or thoughtful, as fre-
quently happened, her countenance lofi all
its attractions. I have feen many portraits
of her; in particular two, which are at the
Cafile of Prefburg in Hungary, both of them
painted by the Archduchefs Chrifiina, and
probably may be eftecmed flattering refem-
blanges. They exaltly correfpond to the
foregoing defeription, and convey the idea,
of a dark Spanifh woman, with a long (.,Oll-
tour of face, and black fp.nl\.mn* cves.”

Ier underftanding was cn]tluted, and

“her mind highly acwmphihed She pamled,
add R
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and performed on many infiruments ot
mudic, particularly on the violin, in a maf-
terly manncr; her adlive temper impelling
her continuaily to fome new purfuit or
employment. Above all, the pofleffed the
talent of interefting and amuling the Arch-
duke her hutband, when alone. But her
talents and accomplifhments were alike
“obfcured by a fettled melancholy, which,
whether purely conftitutional, or the refult
of vther caufes, became fo habitual and in-
veterate, as to abfcrb, 1n fome meafure, all
. the other feauturcs of her character. No
pleafures, and no endeavours on the part of
‘thofe about her, could ever furmount this
gloom,« which, far from diminithing, ap-
peared to acquire fore- from iime. Inevery
part of her flery there is fomeibhing enigma-
tical and myf(ierious, not cafy to penetrate,
which powerfully interefis, while it awakens
 curtofity.

I have hicen afiured ihat when the noble-
mt‘nt who were commifiioned by the Court
of "Vieuwa to demand her in marriage for

"the Archduke Jofeph, arrived at Purma,

.and were prefcnted to her, fhe addreffed
herfelf
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herfelf to them with great earneftnefs :
“ I am,” faid fhe, “ cxceedingly flattered
¢ by fo diftinguithed a preference over
¢ the other Princefles of Europe, as their
¢« Imperial Majefties have fhewn, in chuf-
“ ing me for the wife of their cldeft fon;
“ an alliance as much above my merits,
as beyond my expeftations. I have
“ only to regret, that the trouble which
“ they have given themfelves will be en-
tirely ineffeGtual, fince I am well con-
vinced that I fhall not live long enough
to anfwer the views defigned by my
“ marriage.” Whether this ftory be lite-
rally true or not, there is no doubt that
from the day of her quitting Parma, to
that of her death, fhe conftantly perfevered
in believing and afferting that her life
would be fhort. DPicty, as well as love,
were fuppofed to be the caufes of fo extra-
ofdinary a perfuafion. ITer difpofition,
naturally penfive and religious, was capa-
ble of ‘deep impreflions, and of firong
attachments. A report prevailed, to which

fome
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fome degree of probability is due, that fhe
had difpofed of her heart and affections,
 before fhe quitted Ttaly. Itis certain that
fhe exprefied her wifhes to have been per-
mitted to take the veil, and to retire into a
nunnery ; a requeft which added force to
the former f{ufpicion.
~ On her firlt arrival at Vienna, fhe was
received by the Fmperorand Fnprefs, with
every demonftration of joy and pleafure.
The marriage was folemmzed, and fhe foon
acquired an intereft in the affections of the
Archduke her hufband, of which he gave
her the ftrongeft proofs. Whenever fhe
went to the theatre, or appeared elfewhere
in public, he rarely failed to accompany her,
ufuaally carried hercloak on hisarm, and mani-
fefted in all his acions, the part which he
took in her felicity. This condudl excited the
greater furprize, as he had univerfally been
accufed of infenfibility towards women; and
‘thofe who thought they knew his charaGer
beft, pronounced him incapable,. or unfit,

for a- flate of matrimonial happinefs. She
behaved
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behaved on her part towards him.with
great external attention, theugh it is” fup-
pofed that her heart remained untouched
and unaffe@led by the teftimonies of his pafs
fion. While flre was compelled to appear
. n public, or in fociety, fhe indeed endea-
voured to atfume a degreg of cheerfulnefs ;
but no fuoner was fhe retired to her own
apartment, than {he funk into melancholy
and dejeCtion. As her favorite topic of me-
ditation and converfation, was death, fhe
anxioufly feized every occafion of being.
alone, and of indulging without reftraint her
reflexions on this fubject.

The Archduchefs’s pregnancy, which
took place in 1761, was a natural {ubje&t
of joy to the Imperial Family. She lay in
of a danghter, who was named Therefa after
the Emprefs Queen, and of whom fhe her-
felf was paflionately fond. But neither the
feelings of a mother, the attachment mani-
fefted by her hufband, nor the profpeét of
her own elevation to the higheft dignity
of the German Empire, could diffipate her’

habitual melancholy. With unconcern and
indif-
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indifference, fhe heard of the meafures
taken to fccure the Archduke Jofeph’s elec-
tion as King of the Romans ; and fhe feemed
to feel no intereft in his approaching coro-
nation at Frankfort. < Thefe things,” faid
fhe - frequently, “ regard not me. I fhall
“ never live to he Queen of the Romans.”
Far from eoncealing her opinion on a poit
fo delicate, {he made no fcruple of declar-
tng it to the Emprefs, to her fifters-in-law
the Archduchefies, and to the Ladies m
attendance about her perfon. However
ftrange or incredible the faét may appear,
it is incontrovertible. Many womem of
the higheft rank, and moft unimpeached
veracity in Vienna, affure me that thev
have hearé the Archduchefs frequently
prediét her own diffolution as immincnt.
The Emprefs Queen herfelf made no fe-
cret of it at the time, and has confirmed
with her owa lips, the truth of the anecdote
here related, within thefe few months pafi.
“ More than once,” faid a lady to me
lately, when converfing on thc¢ fubjedt,
«.] have
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I bave-attempted to oppofe ridicale, as
well as reafon, to the Archduchefs’s pre-
pofliflicn: but fhe remained immove-
able, and always perfifted that the fhould
die foon. One day as the held this lan-
cuage, 1 faid to her, ¢ Eft il donce pofiible
que votre Altelle oublic qu'elle a une
fille qu'elle aime tendrement? Et peut
elle la guitter avec tant de fang froid et
d'indifference F'—¢ Vous croyez done,’
anfwered the Princefs, ¢ que je vous laif
feral nion jeune # which was the appella-
tion by which fhe always called her
daughter. ¢ Oh! ma fei, non! vous ne
la garderez tout au plus, que fix cu fept
ans.” This reply will appear the mo-z

extraordinary, when I add, that the child:
died at the age of about feven years, and
confequently that her mother’s predi€tien
was literally accomplithed.

In the fammer of the vear 1763, the was

afecond time declarcd to be pregnant; bat,
as fhe advanced towards the termof her deli-
very, her firm perfu.mon that her death ap-

proached,
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proached, acquired new force. She was, not-
withftanding, to all appearance, in a fate of
perfe& health. 'The Archduchefs Chriftina,
fince married to Prince Albert of Saxony,
enjoved a diftinguifhed place in her affec-
tion and friendfhip. To her the Arch-
duchefs Jofeph not only declared that {he
fhould die before the end of the year, but
fhe laid her a bett of it. 'The circumilance
was public, and generally known at the
tyne. Returning in the autumn to Vienna
from the palacc of Laxembourg, where the
Court had pafied the fummer; when the
carriage reached the fummit of the hill from
whence the city is difcovered, fhe was feized
with a fhivering, and exclaimed that the was
about to die:

The month of November, neverthelefs,
arrived, without any apparent fymptoms to
juftify her prediCiion, or rather prepofieffion ;
.but {he invariably petfifted in it. On the
eighteenth, at night, as flie was fitting in her
own apartment, an alarum clock which ftood
there, ftruck feveral times after it ought re-

gularly-
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to have ceafed. 'This accident, prohably
caufed by ‘fome diforder in the fprings or
meéchanifm of the machine, appeared to the
Archduchefs to be fupernatural. She turned
pale, and on the ladies who were with her
inquiring the caufe of the alteration in her
countenance; “ It is the fignal,” faid fhe,
“ that calls me away,” pointing to the
clock. She continued notwithftanding, in
health till the following day, the nineteenth
of November, which was the anniverfary of
her birth, when the had completed her
twenty-feccond year. In the morning the
Archduchefs Chriftina rallied her on herab-
furd apprehentions, for which no vifible caufe
was to be perceived or afligned. Except
the inconvenience and indifpofition necefla-
rily attached to her advanced ftate of preg-
nancy, {he appeared to have no bodily .coms,
plaint. a
‘T'owards the evening of that day, as the
was walking acrofs her chamber, the fud-
denly fell, or rather funk down on her knees.
Iler attendants immediately laid her ona
couch, and fent for medical afiiftance. A
VOL. TI. Do fever
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feverthewed itfelf, and fhortly afterwards
: the finall-pox appeared. She became dehi-
" rious in the courfe of the diforder; during
which time, inthe incoherence of infanity,
fhe uttered a thoufand wild expreffions.. As
fhe called on many perfons by name, whom
fhe i1magined fhe faw about her bed; it was
fuppofed by fuch as attributed her dejection
to love, that fhe fancied fhe beheld theobjet
of her firft paflion, the Italian lover, whohad
always.reigned in her affetions. For fome
days betore fhe died, no hopes of her re-
covery were entertained, and fhe expired
on the 27th of November 1763, after firug-
gling with her malady about a week. The
Archduke -her bufband, who had attended
her through -every flage of the diftemper,
ﬁ.aréely quitted her bedfide till {he breathed
her .laft. Sinking under excefs of grief,
addégd to the fatigue which he had under-
gone, his attendunts were obliged to carry
him away by force from fo affe€ting a{cene.
Jofiph: was long inconfoluble for her lofs,

| fill retains the warmeft attachrent to

her memory. He loves to talk of her, to
12 S ... dwell
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dwell on her praifes, and - to thew her pic- .
ture, which he wears in the cafe of. his
watch, and which I have myfelf feen. The
young Archduchefs Therefa, according to
her mother’s predittion, died, as 1 have
already mentioned, foon after fhe had com-
pleted her feventh year, in January 1770 ;
a circumftance which naturally renewed his
forrow.

After fo minute a recital of the pretended
circumftances that preceded and accompa-
nied the death of the Emperor’s firft wife, I
feel it indifpenfable to fubjoin my opinion
of the degree of credit due to them. Cer-
tainly, if buman teftimony can prove any
{act out of the ordinary courfe of nature,
there 1s the ftrongeft imaginable to be ob-
tained in favour of the Archduchefs’s pre-
dictions; namely, that of the Emprefs
Queens herfelf, of her daughters, of balf the
ladies of the Court of Vienna, and of many
other moft refpeftable individuals. It feems
difficult to fuppofe, or to aflign an adequate
reafon, why they fhould deceive themfelves, d
or impofe upon others. But we muft make
great allowance for Auftrian. credulity and

D D2 fupes-
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fuperftition. It is. likewife to be remem-
bered, that the Princefs of Parma, from
whatever caufe, was unqueftionably a wo-
man of a nervous, melancholy habit, who
-always imagined that the faw death before
her diftempered fancy. When under the
influence of low fpirits, fhe faid that fhe
fhould not live long, and that her child
would not furvive her many years. If
the. events thus foretold, had not hap-
pened,. they would have been ridiculed
and forgotten. But, their accidental ac-
complithment gives them celebrity ; and
when we add befides, the love of the mar-
vellous, fo common 1n human nature, we
fhall not find any thing very extraordi-
nary or inctredible, in the anecdotes above
related.

Scarcely more than four months after
the deceafe of his wife, in April 1764, the
Archduke Jofeph was eleted and crowned
King of the Romans; an event which
ferved equally to occupy the Imperial Court,
fnd to diffipate its gloom. " But, he was not
eafily induced to think ofa fecond marriage,
forevery propofition of which nature, he

- 10 : exprefled
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exprefled the ftrongeft repugnance. Wearied
by the importunities of his father the Em-
peror, more than induced by his mother’s
entreaties, and ‘being himfelf defirous of -
male iflue; he reluantly confented at
length; to gratify their wifhes. A confider-
able degree of embarrafiment and uncer-
tainty occurred, neverthelefs, in the choice
of a perfon to fupply the place of the de-
ceafed Archducefs. " There were many
parties in the Court, and each had a favo-
rite obje of felection. Elizabeth of Brunf-
wic, who was fince married to the Prince
Royal of Pruffia, certainly nourithed hopes
or expeflations of marrying the King of
the Romans. She was mentioned to the
Emprefs Queen, but, for whatever reafon,
the application failed of effe€t. The Prin~
cefs Donna Benedita of Portugal, young-
eft daughter of the late King Jofeph the
firlt, had very nearly been chofen forthe Arch-
duke. She was at that time juft nineteen,
beautiful in her perfon, and in all refpeéts
an eligible alliance. Some overtures, not
amounting to a formal demand, were made
pPD3 - on
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on the fubje&t to the Court of Lifbon, which
_ were favorably received. The Countefs
" Tarocca, one of the late Emperor’s moft in-
timate friendsand confidents, warmly recom-
. mended and fupported the Portuguefe Prin-
cefs. Count Dietrichftein, Mafier. of the
Horfe, enforced Madame de Tarocca’s re-
commendation, and offered to go in perfon
' for her to Lifbon. But, Francis, informed
. that from her figure fhe did not feem likely
to produce children, rejeted thealliance ; a
circumftance juftly regretted in the fequel
by himfelf, and by every one elfe.
_ After long indecifion, the choice feemed,
from neceflity rather thaninclination, to lie
" between two Princeflfes, Maria Jofepha of
Bavaria, and Maria Cunegonda of Saxony.
The latter, who was youngeft daughter of
Auguftus the Third, King of Poland, ap-
peared for fome time likely to obtain the
. preference.  Her interefts were ftrongly
fuftained by the Archduchefs Chriftina, who
being herfelf attached to Prince Albert of

Saxony, naturally defired to cement by
! - every
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every means the connexion with thatfamily
and country, as calculated eventually to faci-
litate her own withes and objeéts. The Prin-
cefs Cunegonda was bornin November 1740,
only for, months before the King of the
Romans. She had not indeed the pre-
tenfions to perfonal beauty, with which
Voltaire has decorated her namefake, the
daughter of the Baron de Thunder-ten-
Thonck, in ¢ Candide.” -But, neither was
her Bavarian rival more favored by nature
in that refpeCt. Jofeph confented to fee
her, in order to form an opinon, and fub-
fequently confult his own inclinations. In
the fummer of the year 1764, it was con-
trived that they fhould meet, as if by acci
dent, at a little hunting party, net far from
the baths of Toplitz, in Bohemia, near the
Saxon frontiers. Thither the Princefs
Cunegonda repairing on horfeback, was
met by the King of the Romans. . Their
interview was fhort, but decifive; Jofeph -
having declined any further efforts to obtain
her hand. As fome fort of recompence
® D A ' for
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forfo mortifying a rejetion, the Court of
Vienna has fince interefted itfelf in procur-
ing her elettion as coadjutrix to“the abbies
of Effen and Thorn, about three years ago.
It is curious to confider the wide intérval
‘between the lot of an Abbefs and that of
an' Emprefs; between the obfcure direc-
tion of a female convent, in a fequeftered
part of Germany, and the lufire of the
Imperial Crown. But, the Saxon Princéfs
has probably had reafon to rejoice in an
exclufion, which leaves her at leaft liberty,
independence, and competence;. while the
unfortunate Bavarian, feleGted in her
place, prefented to the world a fpeétacle of
the higheft rank, united with the greateft
mifery.

Maria Jofepha of Bavaria was twa years
older than her intended hufband, having been
born in March, 1739. Daughter ta Charles
the Seventh, Emperor of Germany, Maria
Therefa’s inveterate enemy and competitor
at the commencement of her reign; fhe
feemed to be precluded by her birth and

connexions,



COURT OF BERLIN, ETO. 409

connexions, from {0 clofe an alliance with the
Houfeof Auftria. But, thefe antient here-
ditary animofities were overlooked from rea-
fons, of convenience, or obliterated by mo-
tives of ftate. Some vague expeQtations and
claims upon the Bavarian fucceffion, founded
on the poffible extinétion of the then reign-
ing line, in the perfon of the Elector Maxi-
milian Jofeph, brother to the Princefs ; con-
duced likewife, as is believed, to determine
the choice in Her favour. The event then
forefeen, having fince taken placé, has given
rife to the war which aétually fubfifts be-
tween Auftria and Pruffia. 'While the mar-
riage was flill undetermined, the Emprefs
Queen, defirous of hearing the private fgnti-
ments entertained by thofe about her,
relative to the perfons of the two Princefles,
Saxon and Bavarian, took occafion to confult
a Nobleman of the Court on the fubje&;
requefting him to inform her candidly,
which of them he would prefer, if it was.
his own cafe. As be had feen them both,
and was a profeffed admirer of female

charms,
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charms, no man could be more able to form
ajudgment. But,thoughhe wasaccuftomed
to converfe with her Majefty in the moft unre-
ferved manner, and tofpeak very freely to her
on almofit every topic; be felt the queﬁmn to
"be peculiarly delicate, and therefore wiflied to
decline giving ecither his opinion or advice.
Maria Therefa prefling bun neverthelefs to
ipcak his fentiments, and afiuring him that
he could not otfend her by any remarks or
obfervations, however feveres * Je vousavoue
“ donc, Madame, anfwered he, queti j'etois
¢ le maitre de mes actions, je ne voudrois ni
¢ June ni l'autre de ces Princefies: mais, le
¢ couteauau goﬁer, et devant abfolument en
“ \prendre une, je choifirois plutét la Bava-
« rolfe, parceque au moinsa t'ellede gorge.”

The Emprefs, far from being prudith, or
affeting any ravxtyontheoccwﬁon laughed
heartily at the reafon afligned for hxs pre-
ference, which fhe admitted to be excel-
lent, and by no means devoid of foundation.
The Nobleman to whom I allude, related to

‘me hlmfelt, thls anecdote.
On
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On the fifteenth of Junuary 1765, the.
Princefs Maria Jofepha having arrived at
Viennafrom Munich, the marriage ceremony
was immediately performed, without even
allowing her previoufly to change her drefs,
which was a riding habit. I amaffured by
ladies who were prefent at the nuptials, that
fhie was at that time by no means an obje&
of diftafte or averfion; though fhe pofiefied
neither the clegance of manners, nor the ac-
complifhments of her predecefor, the Infanta
of Parma. Her hufband himfelf', as far as
external appearancesindicated, feemed tobe
not diffatisfied with her; and it was hoped
that the pleafing or conciliating qualities of
her mind and difpofition, might compenfate
for the want of perfonal attrations. Even
her enemies admit that fhe was amiable,
obliging, affable to all, and difpofed to
every kind or benevolent fentiment; but,
her underftanding was narrow, aswell as de-
ficient in cultivation. Humble and refpeét-
ful to a degree of obfequioufnefs in her be-

haviour towards Jofeph, whom fhe loved .
. with
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with ardor, the vainly tried by every means
to acquire fome intereft in his affetions.
‘Her carefles and her fondnefs only tended
&ill more to alienate from her his heart.

- 1 do not confider myfelf at liberty to di-
vulgeall that I may know, or may have heard,
relativetothe perfon of the unfortunate Prin-
cefs in queftion; nor, from the pecuharity of
the fubject, could fuch a difclofure be made
without wounding decorum. Itiscertainthat
, fhe had natural defets, which prevented the
accomplifhment of the great object of the
alliance ; namely, her producing children.
Thefe defetts, from their very nature, could
not, or ought not, to have been unknéwn
to the Elettor of Bavaria lier brother; and
1t was perhaps no lefs injudicious, than it was
“in fa& dithonorable, not to have declared

them previous to the treaty of marriage.
- By the confeffion of the King of the Romans

himfelf, the nuptials were fcarcely con-
fummated, though fhe was once believed
to be with child; and on that account, or

ﬁpier that pretext, when the reft of the
" Imperial



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 413
Tmperial Family went into- the Tyrol, in
the fummer of the year 17635, {lie remained
behind at' Vienna. Bat, all expeQation of
1ffue from this inaufpicious union having foon
vanifhed, Jofeph evenceafed to cohabit with
her, and expreffed towards her only difguft.
The recolleétion of his firft wife, nuturally
increafed his diflike to the fecond, of which he
made no fecret to thofe with whem he lised
on terms of intimacy. As if to complete the
misfortune of the Queen of the Romans, a
violent fcorbutic humour, that cevered her
face and body with eruptions, rendered it
ampofiible to appreach her withoutfentiments
of repugnance. Jofeph, in the bitternefs
of his vexation, frequently lamented his
deltiny, which had united him tofuch a Prin-
cefs. A Lady of the Court, with whom
he lived in the clofeft friendihip, and who,
from her virtues, as well as from the fu-
periority of her mind, merited all his con-
fidence ; has affured me, that he ufed fre-
-quently to come to her, in order, by her
confoling converfation and fociety, to ene
deavour to diffipate his chagrin. Dif%g
T to
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to her his domeflic vexations, and contraft-
ing the perfonal as well as mental qualities
of his firft and fecond wife; “ Ma femme,”
faid he, ¢ me devient infupportable. Je
“ n'y refifte plus. On veut que jai des
“ enfans. Le moycen d'¢n avoir? Encore,
“ fi je pourrois mettre le bout du doigt
“ fur la plus petite partie de fon corps,
“ qui n'étoit pas couverte de boutons, je
“ tacherois d'avoir des enfans.” Anne of
Cleves could not have been more odious to
Henry the Eighth, than was the Bavarian
Princefs to Jofeph the Second.

Of all the Imperial Family, the Emperor
Francis alone treated her with tendernefs,
protecied and fheltered her. The goodnets
of his heart, and the mildnefs of his nature,
inclined him to pitya wretched Princefs, who
was much more an objeét of compafiion, than
of deteftggion. But, his death, which took
place only feven months after her marriage,
filled up the meafure of her misfortunes.

y the arrival of the intelligence of that
grent from Infpruck at Vienna, fhe wept
" . bitterly,
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bitterly, often exclaming in the unguith of her .
feelings, ¢ Ah! Malheureufe !" jai perdue
“ mon feul Appui!” Jofeph, by his father’s
deccafe, became Emperor of Germany; but
the increafe of her dignity produced no ame-
lioration whatfoever of the young Iimprefs’s
private condition. During the remainder of
her life, which was only a feries of privations
and mortifications, {he faw herfelt negletied,
defpifed and abandoned. Even her mother-
in-law, the Emprefs Queen, though naturally
bencficentand kind to all, yet 1s faid to have
behaved towards her with coldnefs. The
Airchduchefs Chrifiina, who had always
oppofed the alliance, was at no pains lo
conceal her averfion for the Bavarian Prin-
cels.  Jofeph, neither mollified by her
fubmiflion, nor touched by her attachment,
continued to treat her with contemptuous
neglect ; though her confcioufnefs of being
difpleafing to him was fuch, and her appre-
henfion of him fo firong, that fhe would
tremble and turn pale, whenever he entered
the room. ! .

Peath
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Death at length releafed them from thexr
mutual wretchednefs. The young Emprefs
fickened of the {mall-pox, in the moath of
Maiy 1767, and the{ymptoms, from the be-
ginning, were confidered to be of the moft
alarming nature. Maria Therefa herfelf
caught the diftemper from her daughter-in-
law, but finally recovered. As long as his
mother remained in health, the Emperor ex-
cufed himfelf from vifiting his wife, under
pretence that he fhould incur the danger of
communicating to the Emprefs Queen fo
fatal a diforder. It was in vain that the
unhappy Princefs, apprehenfive of her ap-
proaching end, aidently requefted once
more to fee her huthand. She even wrote
to him, as it is faid, to demand this lait
proof of his regard. Jofeph ftill continued
inflexible ; but, after his mother had con-
trafied the fame malady, there remained
mro lopger any decent excufe for his refufal.
He then vitited the dying Emprefs, and

wi@ed his concern for her fituation.
Fhe fpecies” of fmall—pox which fhe had

con-
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contrafled, was of fo malignanta kind, that
it is aflirmed, the mortified in many parts of
her body beforc death. Portions of her
face became black and putrid ; fo that had
fhe even furvived, fhe would probably have -
become an objeét too hideous for :.ght.
Under fuch circumftances, her diffolution,
which took place on the 28th of May 1767,
could only be regarded by all as a fortunate
releafe.  Itisnot a little fingular, that the
two wives of Jofeph the Second fhould both
have heen carried off by the fame diftemper,
in the courfe of three ycars and a half ; after
having conftituted, one his felicity, and the
other his misfortunc.  He has.conftantly re-
jetted all propofitions of entering a third-
time into the married ftate, and it 1s be-
lieved that he will perfit in his determi-
nation. . .
During the life of the firft Archduchefs,
to whom he was tenderly attached, Jofeph
was never fuppofed to feel a diftinguithing
preference for any other woman. - Eyen
after her deccafe, he remained fo long’a
VOL. 11, Epg ‘ prey
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prey to grief, that the Emprefs Queen her-
{elf did not fcruple to encourage and requeft
the moft beautiful or accomplithed women
of the Court, to endeavour to roufe him
from his dejection. His fecond marriage
far from renewing the Happinefs that he
had experienced in the firft, oniy rendered
him by comparifon more wretched. In
fuch a fituation, it was no lefs natural than
venial, that he thould form an attachment,
at leaft of mind, to fome objett. Among
the ladies of the higheft quality at Vienna,
might juftly be accounted Mademoifelle de
Battiani. As fhe was the daughter of Mar-
fhal Prince Battiani, who had been Jofeph’s
"governor, their acquaintance commenced
at a very early period of their lives. Her
perfon, if not beautiful, was elegant and’
nterefting ; her mind and manners pleaf-
ing, no lefs than accomplifhed. When very
young, the had been married to Count
Windifchgratz, & match which was always
.confidered as one formed by mutual in-
 clibtion. -

Driven
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‘Driveiit by domeftic infelicity to find’
confolation and amufement abroad, the
Emperor, during feveral years, previous, as
well as fubfequent, to the death of his
fecond wife, fhewed towards Madame de
Windifchgratz the moft conftant and diftin.
guithing attention. In a fele€l fociety with
her, the Countefs Efterhazi her fifter, and
a few others of both fexes, he was- accuf-
tomed to pafs moft of his evenings. Among
the number of perfons ufually admitted,
was Count Choteck, for whom it was fup-
pofed that fhe felt a much greater par-
tiality than for Jofeph. But, as the always
treatcd bis Imperial Majefty with marks
of regard and predilettion, he appears
neither to have felt or exprefled any jea-
loufy on that account. His paffion, if fuch
it can with propriety be denominated, was
unqueflionably not of a nature to exatt any
faerifices incompatible with female honor.
Whether the moderation of lis defires, or
the virtue of the Countefs, formed her beft
fecuhty,lt i3 certain that hrer charaétér never
EE2 fuffered
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fuffercd any juft attaint from the Emperor’s
afliduities. * They had for their principal,
if not fole objeét, her converfation and fo-
cicty. Content with this intercourfc, he
probably afpired to nothing beyond it, and
was rather to bc confidered as her friend
and companion, than as her lover.
., Madame de Windifchgratz’s health and
conftitution, which were naturally dchi-
cate, having fuffered fo much from the
fevere. climate and penctrating winds of
Auftria, that fhe was menaced with a con-
fumption, the baths and air of Pia were
recommended by the Phyficians.  She ac-
cordingly repaircd thither fome years ago,
accompanied by her hufband.  After pafiing
abont twelve months in Italy, fhe returned
to Vienna, apparently in perfeét health, and
completely recovered.  Far from appearing
to have fuftained any diminution by ab-
fence, on the contrary, the Emperor’s at-
tachment and, attentions redoubled towards
ihet Bat, with the approach of winter, her
( (;qmplmntc_ .which had luin dormant. for
', 15 " fome
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fome’months, reviving with violence, foon
affumed a dangerous afpe®; and all the
fymptoms of a confirmed diforder of the
lungs manifefled themfelves. In this fitua-
tion, Jofeph fhewed her proofs of partiality,,
whicli while they did henor to the goodnefs.
of liis heart, fufficiently proved that his at-
tachment had for its principal objeét, qua-
lities unconneéled with perfonal beauty. As
fhe was rendercd by her malady unable to
partake of public diverfions, or even {o ap-
pear in company, he ufed to pafs almoft
every evening at her houfe. In the months
of February and March 1777, when her
cough had fo enfecbled her, that {he was no
longer in a ftate to converfe, he not only
continued his vifits, but in order to amufe -
and enliven her, was accuftomed to read to
her for feveral hours at a time.

Soon-* afterwards, in April 1777, Being
then about to vifit France, he weit-on the
morning of his departure, to take a laft leax e
of Madume de Windifchgratz : an inter-
view which muft have been extremely pain-

EE"{ ) f“l’
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ful, as bath were equally confcious that they
fhould probably fee each other no. more. ~ A
lady of the Court told me, that fhe ac-
cidentally pafled the Emperor, as he was
afcending the flaircafe which led. to the
Countefs’s apartment. "She added, that he
ftopt, with intent to fpeak to her, but his
voice, which was almoft choked, betrayed
his agitation and diftrefs. In efle@, they
never met again, as Madame de Windifch-
gratz died in the following month. It is
natural to fuppofe that Jofeph muft have
been very deeply fenfible to fuch an event.
I am neverthelefs afiured, that if he was fo,
he exprefled at leaft no extraordinary con-
cern, nor manifeffed much emotion on re-
ceiving the intelligence ; a circumftance
only to be explained by fuppofing that he
could not be ignorant of, or unprepared
. for it, the nature of her diforder leaving no
hope of her recovery. When the informa-
gion reaghed him, it muft likewife be recol-
lefted that he was diftant from . her, abd
;furrounded at Pagis by a thoufand objets,

- calculated
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calculated to occupy his mind, or difira®
his attention. :
Whatever was the nature of the Emperor’s
attachment to her, whether it partook moft
of efteem, of friendflip, or of tendernefs ;
Liis heart appears to have been by no means .
fhut againft other female impreffions, even
during her life. Previous to her deceafe,
he had already mauifcfted a ftrong partiality
for the Princefs Charles Lichtenftein; who,
if fhe did not fupplant Madame de Win-
difchgratz in his Majefty’s affections, at
leaft occupied a very diftinguifhed place in
his regard. . When the latter was no more,
Jofeph transferred all his attentions to the
Princets, and they continue to fubfift at this
moment 1n their full force. She s daughter -
of the Count of Oettingue Spielberg, and”
may be now four-and-thirty years of age. ,
+As long ago as the year 1761, {he married,
Prince Charles Lichtenftein, one of the °
moft gallant, amiable, and handfome noble-
men of the Imperial Court. Her perfon is

pleafing,.and though her features cannot be
EE 4 . efteemed
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efteemed regular, their expreffion is admir-
able. Her mouth is peculiarly beautiful,
and over her whole ficure is diffufed an air
~.of modefty, intelligence, and dignity, rarely
‘blended in any woman. She pofi¢fies be-
fides, an enlarged and cultivated mind, u
fund of amufing converfation,-and powers
of entertaining, as well as improving, very
fuperior to the gencrality of her fex in
Vienna. In mentioning thefe particulars,
1 fpeak in fome meafure from my own
knowledge, added to information, as I have
the honor to be perfonally acquainted with
her.

Flattered as flic unquefiionably is with the
partiality, and gratified by the attentions of
the firft Crowned Head in Europe, fhe has in-

- variably aéted with fuch caution and regard
to her own honor, as to maintain unimpeach-
ed the purity of her charatter. No perfon
here ventures to fuppofe, and fill lefs to af-

-fert, that fhe has made to him any conceffion

“inconfiftent with the ftr icteft virtue. She is

;he objet of - Jofephs affeCtion and friend-

thip ;
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thip; not his mifirefs. - Thofe who know -
her, entertain the firmeft conviftion,.that
even if the Emperor's folicitations were
ever fo firong, yet her fenfe of what fhe
owes to her family and herfelf, added to- a
religious and ferious turn of mind, would
render her fuperior to feduftion. But,
Jofeph’s attachment to her is not perfonal;
in the ordinary acceptation of the term;
though 1t may be difficult to fay what are
the precife limits which his moderation, or
her principles, affix to the connexion. She
rarely, or never receives him alone, though
fhe fees him continually at her own houfe,
as well as m private fociety. Even at.the
theatre, u lady conftantly remains in the
box with her, when his Majefty is ‘there.
A condut, which is the reverfe of the late
Emperor’s; who, when he was in the Princefs
of Auf,rﬂ)ercr s box, never admitted any in-
trufion, and locked it on the infide. It is
in the converfation of the Princefs Charles
Lichtenftein, that Jofeph finds the moﬁ\“
pleafing relaxation from public bufinefs, as

well

-
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well as from private difquietude; and this
confidence probably forms the principal tye
by which they are united. She difclaims
even the fmalleft political influence or credit
with the Emperor. I have heard her do fo;
while he, on his fide, frequently cites as a
maxim from which no Sovereign fhould
deviate ; that “Princes never ought to al-
% low a woman, let her merit or talents be
% what they may, to acquire an afcendancy
¢ over their affeCtions, on account of the
“ political confequences which almofi al-
“ ways refult from fuch a paffion.”

At this very time, his Imperial Majefiy
ufially pafies four evenings every week,
'with the Princefs Charles Lichtenftein, and
a little circle chiefly compofed of females.
The ladies are, befides the Princefs herfelf,
her fifter, the Countefs Erneft Kaunitz, her
fifter-in-law, the Princefs Francis Lichten-
fltein, and the two Princefifes Clan and
Kinki. Marfhal Lacy, who has been at-
tached near twenty years to the Princefs
Francis Lichtenftein, is generally admitted

" into
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intg this: felec fociety; and Count Rofems--
berg, the Lord Chamberlain,*is likewife,
fometimes, of the party. Ile is one of the
mofl pleafing noblemen of the Imperial
Court; who, under a cold extenior, conceals
quelities cqually folid and ingratiating. -
Polithed in his manners, cultivated in his
underftanding, and highly acceptable te his
mafler; if he pofietlfed ambition equal to His-
talents, it is probalde, that he might, =t
fome future time,.at a coufpicnous part on
the political theatre. But, his love of plea-
fure, joined to the indolence of his temaper,
will retain him always in the fhade. i\
ther Prince Charles Lichtenftein, nor his
brother Prince Francis, ever preflume to -
vade this Coterie, though their wives ecom-
pofe its moft interefting parts. The French.
Embaffador, Monficur d¢ Bretewl, at his ¢
particular requeft, was once ar twice allowed’;
to be prefent there.  Finding however, tdas:
his intrufion was not acceptable to the Em~’
peror, and that it impofed @ degree of rer;

' o ‘firaint
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ftraint -on the pleafures of the company, he
withdrew htmfelf, and returned no more.

' The perfons above named, male ‘and fe-
male, meet alternately at each other’s houfes,
to which Jofeph repairs with the utmoft pri-

- vacy, unattended and alone. I know that he
himfelf conftitutes the principal cntertain-
aent of the party, and its chief occupation.
He commonly talks, while the ladies liften
and admire. Lacy, as well as Rofemberg,
are probably too experienced Courtiers, to
invade fo facred a prerogative. Cards are
never brought, for the Emperor difiikes them;
the laft time that he ever fat down to play,
having been in 1764, after his coronation at

Francfort. Itistrue that the ladies, defirous
of varying the evening amufcment, attempt-
ed, fome time ago, 1o introduce a book, by
way of change; but, the experiment did not
fucceed. Jofeph prefers converfation. On
the three evenings of the week, which he does

“not pafs in the above-mentioned fociety ; un-

“Jefs ' prevented by public bufincfs, he com-

S ’ monly
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monly goes for a fhort time tp the Princefs -
Efierhazi’s, ar. to Madame de Burckhaufen’s..
During the courfe of the prefent wiﬁj;er,'
unlike the laft, he has thewn lnmfelf rarely;
at Prince Kaunitz’s, or in any numerous
companies. C e
Jofeph the Second is rather above ‘than
below the middle fize, and in no_degmee in-
clined to corpulency. Though not hand~
fome, he may_be accounted agreeable in his
perfon, and when young, he muit have
been clegant.  Thofe perfons who faw him
on the day of his nuptials with the Princefs
of Parma, when he was magnificently ha~
bited in the old Spanith drefs, which was '
calculated to add to the natural'advantag'es
of his figure; afiert, that they never beheld
a finer youth. The Countefs of Pergeny
who was a fpeQatrefs of his corondtion. at
Francfort in, 1764, has declared to me, that
he appeared to her the moit maJeﬁ;lc and‘
ftriking ob_)e& on which fhe ever looked,
when he was invefted ‘with the royal robes
and Infignia; his thick hair falling . down
over



430 - MEMOIRS OF fHE
ever his back in vinglets. He had then a
bead of hair, futh as is afcribed to Apollo
by the Poéts. 'So-bald is he now become
at only thirty-eight, that on the crown of
his head, fecarcely any covering remains’;
and in order to conceul the defet, hewears:
#falfe toupee. His queue is very thin, but
3 is his pwn, and not an artificial one, like
thut ‘of the Great Fredetic.
» The Emperor’s countenanee is full of
, meating and intelligence. I have rarely
fsen a” vhore fpeaking phyfiognomy; and it
& impolfible to look at him, without eon-
ceiving 2 favourable idca of his underftand-
. His eye, which is quiék, fparkles with
smimation. The contour of his face is long
and thin, his complexion fair, his nofe aqui-
T, his toeth white, ever, and good. Anair
of wind, which is fpremd over his features,
pleafes und prejudices in his favour.  The
forthation of his bedyand legs is by no means
.without defel, though he is capable of fevere
exértife, aud of fultdining. great fatiguc.
Nu# can: his general fate of lhealth be ac-
counted
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counted fuch, as to afford 4 reafonable profs
peét of his attaining to very advanced age.’
Befides the aneurifm in his leg, which I have
formerly mentioned, he has another extra-
ordinary fource of difeafe ; it is an excrefs
cence, of the nature of & wen, on the crown
of his head, which naturally increafes in fize,
and may become dangerous in procefs of
time. Confcious of the hazard that he muft.
incur, if it {hould grow large, or fuppurate;
he has already confulted Brambilla his fu,r‘
geon, on the fubjeét, who mcans to extra&
it with the knife: an operation, which it is
probable will not be long delayed. :

No Prince can be more indifferent than
the Emperor, with regard to all thedelis
cacies, indulgences, and luxuries' of :life.
Few fovereigns devote fo much thue ‘to
bufinefs, and fo little to pleafure or:diffipa~
tion. It is very rare that he ever.uakes
any perfon wait, wlio comes to ki by ap-
pointment. . “ I was accaftomed;” fays be,
“ to pafs too many hoursin my father’s af
“ tichamber, not to know from experiencé,

“ how -
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“ how unpleafant fuch a detention muft be
% to others,” Francis by no means ob-
ferved the fame punéiuality in giving au-
dience. Jofeph rifes early, and takes for
breakfaft either coffee and milk, or choco-
late, with which he mixes water, feliom
eating any thing at that time. In order
todifpat-h public bufinefs with more facility,
he generally dines alone; lis dinner being
drefled in tae great kitchen of the palace;

or he has no prvale Kitchen.  I'is meal,
except on meagre days, or in Lent, conhifis
of mve difhes; o fuan, Bouillie, vegetables, a
Fricafive, ard o Roti.  Thefe are hrought to
his. apartment in {0 e deep difhes, placed
one upon the ouher, us the  rteurs” are
ufed to do; and when rerdy, teey ae laid
on the ftove which heats the vom, i1 order
to keep them warm. The nominal hour for
his dinper is two o'clock, but frequently he
is fo, acoupied, that he does not fit down
til} five;; "and heathen fvallows it half cold,
with only a fingle fervant to attend on him.
Though. he eats heartily, it is without any

' ' degree
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degree of delicacy, or felection ; and heis fo
indifferent about every thing relating to the
table, that he fcarcel- diftinguifl :s game
from poultry. Wine he rarely touches;
and when he does, only in very fumall
quartity.

While the Emperor is at dinner, he ’
generdlly talks to the perfon who wai*s on
him, and afterwards frequently refumes the
bufinefs of the day. This is his conftant
mode cf J'fe here in Vienna, fcarcely ever
anbending in the fociety of a few friends: a
partof his charafter 1 y no means ~r.ialle,
and in which he certainly does rot either
imitate or refemble the great philofopher of
“ Sane Souci,” whe temperc dhe cares of'
royai.y by the practic? of Horaze and Ana-
creon ; by the rirc-lation of the gl&fl, and |
the company of men of letters, gening, or,
tafte. Jofeph’s repafts are flitary, :;QE‘
finithed, and deftitute of gmetya.ndconvn ‘
ity. When travelling, or on a ampugn.
relaxes however from this feverity, eits vyiph
the officers or noblemen about lmrvelw

vOL. II. Fr
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asid'théugh extremely temperite in every
m{pb&., yet he is communicutive; hvely,
"and entertgining at table.

In bedily accomplifhments the Emperor
is not deficient ; fupplying in aflivity what
he wants either in fkill or addrefs. He rides
well, phys\at Tennis, and is fond of hunt-
ing, or rathar of fhooting. The exercifes as
well as diverfiens pecubarly charaGeriftic of
youth, he ro longer confiders as proper for
his timé of life; and that of dancing in

“partitular, heshas long renounced. When
Archduke, he danced extremely well; and
even sfipce his acceflion to the Imperial
dignitf; he bas not declined it on particu-
nr oocafions. The lafi ime that he danced
phblickly.at Court, was foon after the death
of:his'febond wife, about eleven years ago,
‘k 9, fuperh * Ballet,” with feveral of the
yuh nobility of both fewes. His partner
kg Khe Afekiduchefs Amelia, fince married
sho'the Duhe of Parea; and who was then
i pf!bhq M beautifal Princefies in Eu-

Wi-fbe [wore o fuperb’ famcy drefs ; and

8 cir-
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a circumftance which feems very Mﬂ%‘
dx&ory to the other features:of hu
ter is, that he not only put on Rougd‘H
felf, but commanded all the gentlemen who
danced in the “ Ballet” with him.to do
the fame. °

The late Emperor an:m, though fiiper-
ficial and ignorant in the effential bratiches
of education or improvethent, yet poﬂbﬂ'ed
many quglities calculated th  fuoele ‘and -
tonciliate mankind. He.was & Lienl Pe-’
tector of all the fine arts, particulaly-Mus
fic, Painting, and Sculpture. Nor didlp"
fail to expend very confiderable fums in the
encouragement, or the fipport of artifts emis
nent in thofe walks. Jd‘pph,'-on the cont
trary, appeared 3, bé wholly infeifible to
the arts, not, only before his father's death,
but, for a confiderable time fubfe%uent to
that event. So little tafte had he for pmqg—
ing, that he ufuslly turned his back with
contempt on the fineft produ&ms of tﬁ‘
great mafters, Flemith or IM‘Q»W?
endoved by nature with ‘e, dxellasit' il
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he betrayed no partiality even for mufic.
For fedentary occupations, for reading, and
the improvement that rcfults from the ftudy
of polite letters, he manifefted a total difin-
<lination. By degrees, however, his indiffer-
ence for works of genius has diminifhed.
He found it impoffible to vifit Italy, and to
become familiar, with the monuments of
art profufely feattered over that beautiful
country, without catching fome portion of
enthyfiafm. On his return from Rome and
Florence, fome years ago, he began gradu-
ally to difplay this change in his charafer ;
by caufing the fineft pie~cs of painting 10 be
collefied from all the palaces of the Imprefs
Quecn, und brought to the “ Bilvedere.”
He even fuperintended 11 peifon, and di-
re€ted the placing of the mofi apital pi€tures
in the gallery of the above-mentioned pulace.
Prince Kaunitz piques lumfelf on having,
by his exampie and exhortations, unakened,
fireCed, and formed the Emperor’s tafie.
He is no longer infenfible 1o the charms
“of Maufic | and at this time has pri-
«h vate
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vale concerts frequently in his own apart-
ments, where he and his bréther the Great
Duke of Tufcany perform in perfon. On the
harpfichord Jofeph plays in a mafierly man-
ner, accompanying the inftrument with his
voice ; and He is no mean performer on the
violin. But, as « patron of lcarning, or of the
finc arts, 1t muft neverthelefs be admitted,
that he neither manifefts the fame paffion, nor
extends to them the fame munificent pro-
te¢lion, which diftinguithed his father.

By the demife of the late Emperor, he
fucceeded, without farther form of elettion,
to the Imperial dignity ; and he was at the
fame timc confluuted by Maria Therefa,
co-regent of all the hereditary dominions
of the Houfe of Aultria; an cxample which
has hitherto neither been imitated by Ca-
therine the Second in Ruffia, nor by Mary
of Braganza in Portugal. Thofe Princefles,
though both of them have fons already at an
age to mix in council, or to affume an attive
part in ftate-affairs ; yet, far from affociating
them to the Gevernment, have on the con-

FF 3 " traxy
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tmry retained the whole royal authority in
their own hands. Perhaps their are moments,
when the Emprefs Queen may regret that
fhe bas delegated any portion of her power
o her fon. Unqueftionably they have dif-
fexed in fentiment, on more than one im-
portant meafure; and Frederic well knows
that it is Jofeph, not Maria Therefa, with
whom he is in fa& contending at this hour,
Jor the Bavarian fucceflion. She remains in-
.deed the efficient Sovereign, and is confidered
as fuch by her fubjects. But the degree of
aigxgity and confequence which is annexed
to the Imperigl Crown, added to the con-
fideration of her fex, age, and increafing
infirmities, conduce to give to the Emperor
very great and indefinfle powers, both at
home dnd abroad. Her maternal fondnefs
has conferred, and the alivity, combined
with the ambition of his charafler, impel
him to exercife mary prerogatives, which
19 friftnefs cannot be his till after her de-

. It is difficult, perhaps impofiible

t§ define, ‘what are the precife limits of
their

2>
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their refpettive prerogatives;, but mtmy
ults of flate evidently originate with, apd
are promulgated by Jofeph, rather than by
Maria Therefa. They bear the ﬁ'am.p of
his nind, which only waited for the fignal
of his father’s death, to develope and ex-
pand itfelf in a certain degree. I fhall illuf-
trate this obfervation, which I have already
made elfewhere, by an enumeration of
fome of the leading meafures of Jofeph fince
1765, in his capacity of Emperor of Ger-
many, as well as in that of co-regent of
Hungary and Bohemia. , It is by following
thefe guidés, that we fhall be beft able to
form an eftimate of his real charater, dxﬁ-
pofition, and talents.

The firft aét of liis adminiftration, though
one which was rather perfonal than political,
merited great eulogiums, and tended to con-
vey an elevated idea of his way of thinking
on pecuniary points. The late Emperor, who
always confidcred himfelf as a foreigner, left
nol only various landed efiates ir Germany
and Hungary, purchafed with his own money

F¥ 4 dunpgh
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during his life ; but, likewife, a confiderable
fym in ready cafh, all which defcended to his
eldeft fon. Jofeph retained the lands, but
he inflantly gave up the money, amounting
to fome millions of florins, as a fund for
paying the debts of the Crown; thus leaving
himfelf, in fome meafure, dependent on the
bounty of his mother. Such a proof that
he felt no feparate or private intereft diflinét
from that of the State, neceffarily imprefied
his fubjets with refpe@ for his charatter, and
is never mentioned here without a jufi tri-
bute of praife. .

This a& of difintercftednefs 'was imme-
diately fucceeded by another, calculated to
acquire univerfal popularity, and to conci-
liate in a peculiar manner the affeCtions of
the lower ranks. On the north of Vienna
are fituated two very extenfive parks, or
gardens; one called the  Prater,” the other
the “ Hof Garten,” almoft adjoining the
. city itfelf. As both were the immediate
property of the Emprefs Queen, none ex-
copt perfons of quality were ever allowed

to
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Lo, enter them ; and even that fusored order
enjoyed that privilege only during particular
months of the year. Jofeph, inftantly after
his acceffion, threw open both thefe pleafure-
gardens, and gave the moft ample per-
miffion to every perfon, of whatever de-
fcription, to walk or ride in them, at all
feafons. The game laws have likewife
been rclaxed, and leave has been granted to
the peafants to fire on, and defiroy the wild
boars; animals, which, under the late reign,
were rcgarded as facred, and who coms
mitted with impunity the greateft ravages
on the lands of the farmers. This ediét
excited no little difcontent among the noe
bility ; but 1ts effects on the inferior orders
may be cafily conceived. Other regulations,
favourable to the perfonal emancipation of|
the latter clafs from the fevenity of feudal
rights, and tending to dimini{h the power
of the great landed proprietors, have fince
been iffued by the Emperor.

All his meafures feem more or lefs obvi-
oufly dircéted to fupprefs cxpence, and to

expedite
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expedxte or facilitate the difpatch of pubhc
bufinefs in every department. Francis
loved diverfions, entertainments, and the
{lendor of royalty ; Jofeph refembles him
in:none of thefe refpects. During the late
re:gn, there always exifted a French theatre
in Vienna ; but, as the concourfe of people
who reforted to it, was not fufficiently nu-
merous to defray the expences of the houfe,
ghming-tables were permitted by Govern-
~ment.. Every Faro table paid- ten ducats,
or.about four guineas, to. the managers of
the theatre; and from this fource, aided
by the Emperor’s privatc liberality, the
French Comedy derived a great part of its
fupport. His prefent Majefty publithed an
4 Ordonnance,” on lis attaining the Im-
‘perial; dignity, by which, Faro, and every
other Game of Hazard, previoufly allowed
at the French Theutre, were prohibited. The
peceffary, mnfaquence of fuch a regulation,
,was - the lofs of the Comedy. itfelf, which
muld no longer fublift, unlefs by a pecu-
ﬁmrg. gmtxﬁpatxmx from ‘the private purfe

nf
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of the Sovereigi, which he did not think
proper to beflow on a company of foreign
comedians.

From the Theatre, Jofeph proceeded to
regulate the Court, and all the public offices.
During the late Emperor’s life, the number
of birth-days and Guala~lays obferved at
Court, was prorligious, amounting to near
forty in a year. All the nobility, minifters,
and great ofticers, civil as well as military,
appeared at the drawing-room on thofe occa~
fions; and the expence necefiarily incurred
by the fplendid fuits worn, was frequently
produtive of ferious inconvenience. One
of the firft a&ts of Jofeph was totally to
abolifh both Gala and birth-days. He ap-
pointed at the fame time, the firft of Ja-
nuary, as the anniverfary on which all the
nobility fhould kifs the Emprefs Queen’s and *
his hand; prohibiting any fort of public
notice to be taken, or any attention to be
paid to all other days without exception.
He even enforcesfo rigidan obfervance of this
order, as not to permit hisimmecdiatefervants

and
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and attendants to exprefs the leaft mark of
feftiv ity, or to make the flighteft alter-
ation in their or(hnary drefs, on his own
birth-day.
. Till the death of Francis in 1763, the
old Spanith habit, derived from the time of
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, was uni-
verfally warn at the Court of Vienna, on
ell days of Gula or of ceremony. Francis,
who fcarcely ever appeared in a uniform,
was accuftomed to change his dreffes very
trequently, and affeCted magnificence of
apparcl. Jofeph has never worn any coat
exeept a uniform, fince his father’s deceafe.
The Spanifli habit, though {plendid and im-
pofing, conneCted it with many inconvenien-
ces: among others, long prefcription had
authorized, that the Aulic.Counfellors never
could meet for the difpatch of bufinefs,
except in that drefs. Of courfe, affairs of
,importance were frequently poftponed, and
‘even facrificed tg an abfurd Etiquette. The
prefcnt Emperor, confuous of the abufe,
bend of ‘the' . public detrintent that refulted
from
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fromit, forbade the ufe of the Spanifh drefs
onany occafion whatever. He commanded the
Aulic Counfellors, from that time forward,,
not only to affemble in their ordinary-drefs;
but even obliged the members to meet, after

dinner,” as wcll as in the morning, for. the

more prompt tranfaction of affaits. . . .

In external addrefs Jofeph the Second is
not deficient. His manners -are eafy, hig
converfation lixel.), voluble, and enter-
taining ; running rapidly from one fubjet
to another, and difplaying frequently a
vaft variety of knowledge. Perhaps he
manifefts too great a confcioufnefs of pof-
fefling extenfive information; and he may
be reproached likewife with frequently an~
ticipating the anfwers of the perfons with
whom be converfes. A mixture of vanity
and of impetuofity conduce to this defeét.
While he talks, efpecially if eager, he always
plays with the money in his pocket.. He,
writes with eafe, perfpicuity, and proprlety
I have feen many of his notes, evideritly
compofed without premeditation, addreﬁed
- _ 0.
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to. perfons ‘who enjoyed his "confidence,
wbm;hmfm and women. They demonttrate
“feeling; enlargement of mind; and as I have
“thought,. goodnefs of heart. Yet I know,
from indifputable authority, that he is a
profound difiembler, rarely or never, fpeak-
ing his real .fentiments upon any point of
moment. On the other hand, he certainly
_permits thofe whom he loves or efteems,
to deal famrly with him; to tell him not only
‘plain, but painful truths; and even to re-
prehend him on occation with feverity.
t...I have reafon to think, that his.religious
‘opinidns are by no means contratted or illi-
beral. .. The bigotry and fuperfiition which
for ages  have been hercditary in the Houfe
of Auftria, and which ftill furvive in -all
their force in Maria Therefa, will probably
bé extinét in her fucceffor. But, I am fo
far from medning to'infinuatc that he is on
that agcount tinGtured with infidelity, deifm, -
.orany of the doétrines inculcated at Ferney,
apd at “ Sans Souci;” that the very re-
'im‘fe is the fa®. . When he pafled through
Switzer-
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Switzerland, he declined feeing “or" yifiting
Voltaire ; not lefs, I believe, from his own
choice, than athis mother’s tequeft. ° Joftsph,
though no bigot, is a Catholie, convineed
of the great truths of the Chriftian Religion,
and conforming to many, if not to all its in-._
juntions in his practice. :He not only con=
fefies regularly, but as foon as he rifes, he
never fails every mornhlc,, on his knees to
offer up his prayers to the Divine Being ; as
he does in the fame devout pofture, before he
retires to reft. I eannot err in this fa®, which
I derive from an eye-witnefs of the higheft
rank, who would neither flatter nor deceive.
If, in the enumeration of fo many minute par-
ticulars,  may have rlated fome which feem
difcordant or contndlétory, it muft- be re-
membered that man is compofed of inconfif~
tencics, and ever at variance with himfelf. -
At no period of his lifc has “the prefent
Emperor been a libertine, or addifted to ex-
cefles of women, as was Francis his fither,
and aé his brother Leopold is well known to
beatthis time. For'the Countefs Windifch-"
gratz, and for the Princefs Clmrlqs"Ll,chtgn-
' ' ftein,
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fein; he probably never nourifhed any fen-
timent except friendfhip, cemented by affec-
tionate efteem and confidence. Affiduous,
rather than tender, moderate in all his de-
fires, and content with the fociety of his
miftrefs, he is a companion, not a lover.
His amours, when he has had any, have
always been of fhort duration, managed with
privacy, unaccompanied ecither with fcandal
“or ¢xpence, and cntailing no confequences.
Yet, in a crowd, under fhelter of the night,
where he conceives that he is neither known
nor obferved, he likes to accoft women of in-
ferior condition, and perhaps to tahe fome
barmlefs Libertics with their perfon, which is
ufually the dtmoft extent of his gallantry.
. As the Emperor has no miftrefs, fo he
has in reality no favorite. Several perfons
who have feemed to be fo for a t-une, and
who have believed themielves in pofieflion
of Lis perfonal affeGiion, have been dc-
geived. General Noftitz, whom he dif-
'wguimed exceedingly during a certain pe-
nod, has pFoved the truth of this affer-
jtion. Thc two Counts, Cobengel, and
Jofeph
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Jofeph Colloredo, both of whom accom-
panicd him to Paris in 1777, poffefs, it is
true, much of his cfieem and confidence ;
but, they are not favorites. Count Die-
trichfiein, from long habits of familiarity
with the Fmperor, added to the fpirit of
independence, the franknefs, and gaiety of
difpofition, which eminently churaferize
him, enjovs, and exercifes perhaps more
than any nobleman of the Court, the privi-
lege of {peaking truth 1o his Mafler. That
his Majefty honors, as well as refpets
Laudohn, and confults him on every military
point of importance, 13 unqueftionable. For
Lacy he referves his friendthip, vifits him at
all hours, converfes with him unrefervedly,
and communicates to him his moft fecret
thoughts.

Jofeph and Fredenc, unlike the generality
of Princes who know each other only by
report, are perfonally acquainted, haviog
twice met in their refpeftive dominjons.
The firft of thefe two celebrated interviews,
took place about four years after the death

VOL. II. Ga of



459 MENOIRS OF THL

of the late Emperor Francis, when lus pre-
fent Majefty was not nine-and-twenty. It
may be faid to have originated with the
King of Pruffia, who defirous, no doubt or
forming his own opinion, (after a clofe and
accurate infpeftion,) on thc charafler and
talents of the new head of the Empire, cauf-
ed 1t to be fignified at the Court of Vienna,
that a meeting between them would be high-
ly agreeable to himfelf. The propofal having
pleafed, Count Dietrichfiein, Mafler of the
Horfe, was fent to Breflau, to confer with
Frederic, and to fettle all the preliminarics.
Neifs, a town in Silefia, was fixed on for the
place of rendezvous, whither Jofeph repaired
in September 1769, accempanied by his bro-
ther-in-law Prince Albert of Saxony, Marfhal
Lacy, General Laudohn, Count Dietrichftein,
and feveral othernoblemenor military officers.
Arriving in his carriage, jult before the
hour of dinner, he was received by Frederic,
at the foot of the faircafe of the houfe
which he occupied at Neifs ; and after mu-
tyally gazing on each other for a fingle
moment,
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moment they embraced, ‘with demonftr..«
tions of reciprocal pleafure. - Each Sovereig
having prefented to the other the perfons.
who accompanied him; among whom, on’
the fide of his Pruffian Majefty, were the
Prince Royal his nephew, the Hereditary
Prince of Brunfwic, and feveral general
officers; the two Monarchs fat down 1mme-
diately 1o a table of about thirty ‘covers.
Frederic wasin excellent Liumor, and Jofeph
appeared to be equally- happy. ¢ About
thirty thoufand Pruffian troops had been
affembled, in order to entertain the Ems
peror; and Frederic taking the command-
of them in perfon, performed a variety
of manceuvres, with which his gueft exs
prefied the utmoft fatisfaétion. - They pafied
threc days together, during the whole of
which time Jofeph was lodged =t an inz in
the town. A miiferable company of Gera
man comedians, brought thither for the-
purpofe, ferved, if not to- enliven, at leaft
to .pafs away the evenings.. In the day~
time, the two Sovereigns rode.out fide by

| G2 - fide,
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{ide, and converfed with great familiarity :
but, from the moment of their meeting,
to that of their feparation, they never were
alone together, except once for about ten
minutes. On the fourth morning they
parted, mutually imprefled with a favorable
idea of each other, and on terms of ap-
parent amity. Political bufinefs was not
ever mentioned on either fide, nor was it
intended to form any part of the interview.
Jofeph has been accufed, I believe, without
juft reafon, of treating the Hereditary Prince
. of Brunfwic with coldnefs at Neifs. Even
bad he felt any ill-will towards that illuf-
trious perfon, he s too fkilful a diffembler,
.to make it probable that he would manifeft
his diflike on fuch an occafion, and before
fuch fpeftators. |
. The firlt interview between Frederic and
Jofeph, unquefiionably arofe principally
from the curiofity natural to both Sove-
Feigns, to :fee and to converfé with each
other. But, the fecond meeting was meant
Jor mare.coicealed and important purpofes.
14 - It
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It took place juft a year later, in the firft
days of September 1770, at the little town
of Neuftadt in Moravia, to which pléce his
Pruffian Majefty came, in order to return
the vifit. Unlike the Emperor, “though
fur more advanced if years, he performed
the journey from Breflay -entirely: on-horfe-
back ; accompanied as before, by his two.
ncphews, the Hereditary Princes of Prufia
and Brunfwic, together with a number of
general officers.  Defirous of ingratiating
himfelf with Jofeph, whofe confent and ‘co-
operation he wanted inthe projected partition
of Poland, he arrived at Neuftadt, habited in
an Auftrian regimental, Notonly the King
himfelf, but, all the perfons with him, were
drefled in white uniforms, with facings or
lapels, fuch as in the Imperial fervice are
ufually given to recraits, before they are put
altogether in full uniform. That of Frederic
was diftinguifhied from the refi, by being em-
broidered at the button-holes with ‘filver.
When he difinounted from his horfe, Jofeph
was regdy to receive him; and after they
G663 had
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. hag embraced, as at Neifs, the King pointing
to thofe who attended him, faid, “Votre Ma-
“ jefté verra que je lui ai amené des recrus.”
The delicacy of fuch a compliment, which
could not be overlooked or mifunderftood,
tended to produce mutual good humor on
their firft meeting.. -

During the whole courfe of the repaft
which followed, Frederic ftudioufly obferved
a degree of refpet towards the Emperor,
making a motion asif to rife, every time that
a plate.was fet before him, and offering it

firft to Jofeph, as his fuperior. But, it was
towards Prince Kaunitz that he exerted all
his endeavours to pleafe, to conciliate, and
to captivate. That Miniftcr, duped by the
+offers, or gained by the blandifiments of
Prufiia, had accompamed his mafter, for the
‘exprefs purpofe-of fettling the preliminaries,
and adjufling the terms on which Poland was.
to be difmembered. T have already entered
«fully on the fighjedt elfewhere, and fhall nat,
i therefore, refume it here. Frederic complete-
}y,,ﬂmceeded mh;s obJe&, and the fate of the
20" oy _ Poles
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Po'es was decided at Neuftadt. Amufements,.
military as well as theatrical, ferved to veil
the fecret of ftate from common eyes. Jofeph
in his turn had affembled thirty thoufand
troops, for the infpeftion of his royal
gueft, who paffed them in review, and
beftowed on them high encomums. Un-
fortunately, the weather, during the whole
time that the interview lafted, was {o rainy,
as greatly to diminifh the pleafure of -the
two Sovereigns. Both were repeatedly
wet to the fkin; and Frederic, on his re-
turn from the field, having no other coat
with him than the one which he wore, was
obliged to firip, and to remain a prifoner in
his own room, till his coat could bedried at,
the fire. This event produced no little
merriment. ’

The Emfperor made every poffible exertion
to amufe and entertain his'Pruffian Majefty,
while at Neuftadt. A pnvate houfe, the
beft that could be procured in the town,
was_fitted up for his reception:. in place of.
a ftmllmg company of Geyman comedxans,

GG 4 - an
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an Jtalian opera was performed; and No,

verre, with all his “ Figurantés,” were
brought from Vienna at a confiderable ex~
pence, ta dance the ¢ Ballets.” Frederic,
with confummate addrefs, always placed
Prince Kaunitz between himfelf and Jofeph,
when at the theatre, and fhewed the Auf-
trian Prime Minifter a thoufand attentioris.
After the performance, the political con-
ferences were held. During the two firfi
days, po cloud arofe to indifpofe the two
Monarchs towards each other; but on the
third, the King received letters by a
courier from Peterfburgh, the natyre of
which he did not immediately communi«
cate to the Emperor, who conceiving that
he had a right to know thejr tenor, mani-
fefted fome ill-humor at their concealment.
Frederic then grew in turn four, and out
of temper. In this frame of mind they
{epamted next mopning, alienated from:-
each other as much as they had been
poffeficd favorably at their firft inter.
view. But, Poland was not lefs facrificed,
Wwithin two- years afterwards,” to' their
mntual
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mutual ambition. Thefe particulars are de-
rived from the beft information. -
Among the charaéteriftic features of
Jofeph, muft be accounted his paffion for
travelling ; fcarcely any Prince of whom we
read, lmvnw fo mmutely examined his own
dominions.  Adrian, in antiquity, and
Charles the Fifth, in modern ages, whofe
whole reigns were a perpetual journey, can
alone be compared in this point of view, to
the prefent Emperor.  He has vifited nearly
all the Courts of Iialy ; and when he went
to Paris, two years ago, it was his intention
to have profecuted his tour as far as Ma-
drid, if not to Lifbon. With that defign he
traverfed the whole kingdom of France, and
was already arrived at St. Sebafiian in Bif-
cay, on his way to the capital of Spain;
.when a courier from Vienna, informing him
that the Emprefs Queen was greatly indif-
pofed, and that his return was neceffary,
compelled him to defift from his further pro-
grefs, Every pait of Bohemia, Hungary,
and Tranfylvania, he has rode ov,er,_almoﬁ
' -‘ RS at
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ata footpace: nor has he omitted to infpect
the Sclavonian frontier, as far as Semlin;
and to go ma boat upon the Danube, to the
" walls, and quite under the cannon of Bel-
grade. Of all the extenfive territories, fcat-
tered over fo great a portion of Europe,
which will devolve to him at the death of
Mana Therefa, the Auftrian Netherlands
alone, he has not yet Yurveyed in perfon.
Along the Turkifh, as well as on the Saxon
and Silefian borders, he has caufed forts to
be ereted, and has taken every precaution
to guarantee thofe provinces from invafion.
Lacy and Leudohn have ufually accom-
paried him in his pragrefs through his do-
minions ; during which, far from regarding
inconvenience or fatigue, his encmies rather
accufe him of ncedlefsly expofing himfelf to
both. In order to accuftom himfelf to
hardthips and privations, he commonly fleeps
upon a fkin laid on the floor, and his table
is not more delicate than his bed.
. Still unfatisfied, while any part of his do-
ngnion.s remained to vifit, he fot dut pot
mhny



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 459,
many years fince, to infpet ‘the vaft portion
of Poland feized on in 1772, extending from
the frontiers of Auftrian Silefia, along the
Northera borders of Hungary, to thofe of '
Moldavia. The Emperor affured Sir Robert
Keith, on his return from that expedition,
in which he underwent every pofiible incon-
venience, and fuffered many hardfhips, that
among others, he was almoft devoured by
bugs, and m {pite of all his precautions, he
bccane loufy to a great degree. Asa proof’
of it, he faid, that being one day employed
in writing a letter.to his mother the Emprefs,
a loufe fell from his hair on the papér. “1
blew him off,” continued he, and finithed my
¢ difpatch. Juft as I was about to feal it, I
¢ recollefted a circumftance, which in my!
“ hurry had efcaped me. Having opened
“ the letter again, in order to infert it, to
#. my furprize, I found the loufe had- got
# poffeffion of his old poft. *Iattempted to
¢ dzﬂodge him, but ‘he maintaimed his '

ground, and I therefore let him alone,
“ -only adding, as a poftfcript, at the foot of"
#- the paper—Qne of your Majefty’s néw
© % Polith .



460 MEMOIRS OF THE

“ Polifh fubjetts abfolutely infiftg on being
¢ prefcnted to you. I have endeavoured in
.% vain to prevent him, and I have, there-
¢ fore, enclofed him in tlis letter.” The
anecdote, however trifling, may ferve to thew
the turn of Jofeph’s 1aind, which is not
defiitute of humor.

In his expences and plcafures, public, as
well as perfonal, he is very economical ; a
quality which has generally, though not uni-
verfally, diftinguithed faperior Princes, and
which muft greatly facilitate all his enters
prizes or operations, whencver he afcends
the throne. Neither women, nor play, nor
diffipations of any kind drain his purfe. I
afked alady who know s him well, whether he
was fuppofed to have any natural children.
“ I can’t abfoluicly fay,” anfwered fle;
“ but, this I can take upon me to affert,
¢ that if he has any, they will never be a
% charge to the State. Cinquante ducats
¢« par ann feront tout leur Appenage.” In
the month of January laft year, a ¢ Courfe
« de traineaux” was exhibited in Viemna,

for thc amufement of the Archduchefs of
Milan.
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Milan. :!A quantity of fhow had been

brought into the city, on the fame morning,
in carts, which was fcattered over the ftreets
through which the fledges muft heceffarily
pafs. The expence might amount to about
fix hundred florins, or fomewhat more than
{ixty pounds. I wasftanding in a balcony,
to view the fpectacle, with two ladies of the
Court. “You have no idea,” faid they,
 of the vexation that it will caufe the Eme
“ peror, to throw away fix hundred florins
“ in fuow.” llis attention on pecuniary
points, extends to the minuteft detail, and is
imputed to him as a fault : perhaps it may
be fuch; but it mufi be allowed that his
fubjetts derive no little benefit from fuch
partimony.

I have heard the queftion much and fre-
"quently agitated here, among perfons who
are moft competent to decide, whetherJofeph
is naturally generous, or penurious. Opi-
nions are greatly divided on the pomnt. He
certhinly is open to the impreflions of com-~
paflion and benevolence, where he knows, or.
belxeves that the perfon recommended, is &

proper
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proper obje@ of fach fentimentsy, But t
heart is not one of thofe, which, likc ‘:ine
Therefa’s, delights in giving ; and if1t errs,
only docs {o from an excefs of liber ity onu
kindnefs towards the unfortunate. The Eim-
peror well knows that he is regarded us un-
like her in this refpeft. “On m’accufe,”
faid he not long ago, “de n’étre pas ginéa
“ reux ; mais, i je donnois comme ma mére,
 nous n'aurions bicniot rien & donner.” It
cannot however be denied, that the liberality
of the Emprefs acquires her univerfal affec-
tion and popularity ; while the ftriét eco-
nomy of her fon, though it may augment
his refources, does not tend to conciliate the
love of his fubjeéts, or to give an elevated
idea of hischaralter and difpofition to foreign
nations.

The Emperor’s perfonal courage is confi-
dered as indifputable; yet, I think it ftood
higher in the public cflimation before the
late campaign, than it does at prefent. If
however he is brave, it certainly is not the
bravery of a hego: it is neither the fublime
sourage that diftinguiflied the great Condé,

. nosy
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nor is it thg cool intrepidity and contempt of
death, which Frederic has frequently dif-
played, when he has almoft wantonly ex-
pofed limfelf in the heat of ation. The
different fituation and motives of the two
Princes, ought not, however, to be forgotten.
So defperate was the condition of his Pruffian
Majefty at Lignitz, at Torgau, and ona va-
riety of other occations during the great war
of feven years, that defeat and death werce to
him in effcét almoft the fame thing. Il
troops required not merely example, but, de-
manded the ammation of defpair, to enable
them to conquer. Jofeph, alting on the de-
fenfive, fecure in his entrenchments, his num-
bers, and his inattachable pofition; might
confult, like Louis the Fourteenth, s own
fafety, as well as his glory. It is certain,
that during the laft campaign he never
fhunned danger; but neither did he court
it. No one ever faw him cxpofe his perfon,
though he paffed the mght repestedly in
the outpofts, where Marfhal Haddick once
farprized him, and took the liberty to re-

V) ' prehend
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prehend him for fuch imprudence ; a free-
dom, which it i faid, difpleafed the Em-
peror.

His talents for war are, however, much
more problematical than his perfonal cou-
rage. That his prefence and interference
were injurious to the Auftrian arms, during
the late campaign, no longer can admit of
any doubt. If, like his fatherand grandfa-
ther, hehad been content to remainat Vienna,
and to delcgate to others the condu® of nii«
litary affairs, Laudohn would not have let flip
the moment of attacking Mellendorf, on his
retreat into Saxony ; an opportunity which
never can return, and for the lofs of which,
that illufirious Generul will not eafily forgive
his mafter. That the Emperor has withed
fora rupture, that he beheld with pleafure all
the preparations forit, and that he expetted
to acquire reputation in the field, is indif
putable. But, experience may have unde-
ceived him, and have convinced him how
widely different are theory and prattice.
Previous to the prefent hoftilities, he panted

for
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for an- occafion to put himfelf at the head
of Ins forces, and to meafure himfulf with
Frederic. -

On his journey to France, two years ago,
paffing through Munich, he had there a
long interview with the Duchefs Dowager
of Bavana, fifter of the prefent Eleétrels
Palatine ; a Princels whom 1 have already
mentioned as enjoying the confidence of his
Proffian Majefty, and who maintaiss a re-
gtlar correfpondence with him. The con-
verfation, which was animated on both fides,
produced infenfibly a difcuflion of the com-
parative merit of Sovereigns, warlike and
paéiﬁc The Duchefs artfully led him on
to {peak his fentiments, by affeéting to pre-
fer the latter defcription of Princes to the
former. kJofephs eyes flathed fire, and no
longer able to conceal his withes ; Madame,”
faid he, ¢ Jaimerois mieux étre capitaine
“ dans mes propres grenadiérs, .que d'étre
“« Empereur, fi je ne devois pas étre Guer-
“ rier.” Confcious that he had difclofed

VOL. II. Hnu . too
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too much, he afterwards endeavoured to do
away the imprefion; but the Duchefs was
not to be fo deceived. She foretold, that he
would feize the firft favourable opportunity
of coming to a rupture with Pruffia, and
would appear in perfon at the head of his
forces, whenever war commenced. Time
has proved that the was not miftaken in her
conjecture.

All the qualities and paffions of the Em-
peror are however evidently either fubfer-
vient to, or fwallowed up in his ambition.
Hence his affefidon for the foldiery, his in-
fpe€tion of their barracks, his affeQation of
wearing, like Frederic, no other drefs than
a uniform, his folicitous attention to the fick
and wounded; in 4 word, his .gnxiety to
acquire the confidence of the troops, and to
fliew them that in him they will find a fo-
ther and a leader, no lefs than a Sdvereign,
Towards the Hungarians and Croats, he is
accufed of having manifefted a partiality,
which, if founded in fat, might occafion

22 general
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gencral diffatisfaCtion ; but, he is probably
too politic to alienate by fo injudicious a
preference, the hearts of Lis forees.” They
conflitute the engine, by which lie was ena-
bled to feize on fo large a portion of Poland
in 1772, and on Lower Bavaria in 1778.
It is only to them that he can look in the
firft inftance, for the future fupport, exa
tenfion, and aggrandizement of his domi-
nions. But, he muft likewife look to anc-
ther quarter, for the means of fully grati-
fying his withes on this, and on every other
point: I'mean, to the death of his mother,
the Emprefs Queen. He may, and [ be-
lieve he docs, in common with his fubjeéts,
deprecate more than defire, fuch an event.
It is, neverthelefs, the only one, which, by
¢mancipatisg him from all reftraint, can
unveil his real charafter. The deccafe of
the late Emperor, while it partly difclofed
his qualities to the world, left others ﬁdl.
concepled. I have delineated him as he now
is, without pnrtmhtv as without prq]udwe

nu2 . n
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In order to know him completely, it is re«
quifite that he fhould furvive Maria The-
refa. Then, and not-till then, we fhall be
able to appreciate in their utmoft extent,

the virtues, and the defetls of Jofeph the
Second,
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LETTER XXXIV. .

Charadler, and anecdotes of Prince Kaunitz, firff
Minifier of Maria Therefu.
Vienxa, March 13th, 1779.
HE piCture that I have drawn of the
Imperial Court, would fiill be incom-
plete and deficient, if not accompanied by
fome particulars of Prince Kaunitz; who,
though not at the head of the Auftrian
finances, yet may juftly be denominated firft
Miniftcr. His talents, fervices, and an un-
interrupted pbﬂ'eﬂim of powey during near
five-and-twenty years, leave him no com-
petitor in" the favor or efteem of Maria
Therefa.  His authority is too firmly con-
folidated, to be eafily fhaken, even by the
_event of her death ; and it is probable, thst
he would occupy the fame fituation under
Jofeph, which he has fo long filled in the
Coungxls of thé Emprefs. Bornip February
1711, he:has confequently completed his:
“H NG fixty-eighth
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ﬁ\'tyq.c:ghth V(‘dr but, the advances of age
.feem neither to have impaired the frethnefs
of his intelleéts, nor rﬁntcrially to have di-
minifhed his bodily afivity and firength.
" At an early period of his life, he was initiated
into public bufinefs, having acted in the ca-

" pacity of civil Governor of Bruffels, during
the firfi years of the prefent reign. At the
Congrefs of Aix-la-Chappelle in 1748, he
was one of the Auftrian Plenipotentiaries ;
and .after the conclufion of peace, he went

Embaffador to-the Court of Verfailles.

Whethier his refidence in” France con-

. duced to imprefs Lim with favourable ideas
of that country, or whether views of policy
alone bave ifluenced him, it is-unqueftion-
aple, that his advice and opinion have

" operated a total and a radical change in the
Auftrign fyfient of foreign alliance. There
‘are not wanting perfons here, and thofe
perle&ly well informed, who affure me
. that fo great an alteration of mcafures.ori-
uﬁgﬁuted in pcrfanal refentment. T hey af-
;ﬁﬂ,. that'at. the treaty of Au—lw—(fb%pelle,
he
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he was over-reached by the Englith plenis
potentaries, who not only figned the peace
without his participation; but, afterwards
compelled him rcluGtantly to affix to it his
fignature. They add, that Kaunitz, whofe-
gallantries have always formed a very pro-
minent part of his character, was occupled
in paying his court to a lady of whom he
was deeply enamoured, while the Embaf-
fadors of Great Britain terminated the bufi-
nefs. His refentment at being fo duped
and over-reached, prompted him to feize a
favourable occafion of precipitating his mife
trefs and the Houfe of Auftria into the arms
of their antient rival.  If this ftory, and the
inferences formed on it, are not true in
their utmoft extent, 1 believe on the other
hand, that they are by no means dafumte
of foundation. :
 In1y 54, at forty-three years of age, Prince
Kaunitz having fupplanted bis'predecefior in
-the cabinet, Count Uhltcldt, was, conftituted
Minifter for Foreign Affairs. .The great war,”
cmouly c.xIled in Germany, the War
- Hug4 ., of
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“ of Seven years,” broke out foon afterwards.
For a century and a half, the Houfe of Bour-
bon had beeir the inveterate hereditary ene-
my of every Emperor, from Ferdinand the
Setond, down 10 Charles the Sixth: wiile
England, from .the acceffion of William the
Third, almoft invariably fuftained the Auf-
trian family and interefis. To the aétivein-
terpofition and aflifiance of the Cabingt of
Lendon, aided by the enthufiafm of the peo-
ple, Maria Therclu herfelf, when attacked by
France and Bavaria, at the beginning of her
reign, was not a hittle indebted for her prefer-
vation. Prince Kaunitz neverthelefs under-
took, in defiance of every impediment, clofely
to unite the Courts of Vienna and Verfailles
he fucceeded in the attemipt, however impro-
bable,and concluded in 1750, thecelebrated
treaty, which ftill continues to conneét them.
Ttisnot unworthy of remark, that in thelapfe
of two centuries, no matrimenial alliance had
ever taken place between the Imperial Branch
of the Auftriag Family, and that of Bour-
bon : Elizabeth, daughter of the Endjperor

14 Maxi-
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Maximilian the Second, who was the laft
inftance, having been married to Charles the
Ninth of France, as long agoas 1570. The
Archduchefs Maria Antonietta, by her union
with Louis the Sixteenth, only eight years
fince, in 1770, formed the principal cement
of this new fyftem, which feems likely to re-
main unfhaken, at leaft during the life of the
prefent Minifter. At the moment that I am
writing, the Baron de Breteuil, the French
Embafiador, who aéts openly as mediator on
the part of Auftria, is about to appear in that
charalter, at the approaching conferences
for peace. We may neverthelefs reafonably
doubt, whether the affelted interpofition of
France in favor of her antient rival, is not
more oftenfible than real; and whether the -
Cabinet of Verfailles, far from wifhing to ex-
tricate, doesnot fecretly enjoy the embarrafi-
‘ments of its Imperial Ally. How can France,
in fa&, fincerely defirc the aggrandizement
of the Houfe of Aufiria? How can Louis the
Sixteenth contribute to extend the territories
of Maria Therefa and Jofeph? Prince Kaunitz
hxmfelf though the original author of the
prefent .
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prefent fyftem of alliance; yet, appears to
feel how ineflicacious it muft ever prove, in
uniting or blending the interefts of the two
ftates. On a variety of occafions, he has even
appeared to manifeft far more confideration
for the Englifh nation, than for the French.

It is difficult to conceive any afcendant
more confirmed, or any influence more im-~
perious, than Princc Kaunitz’s over the Em-
prefs: a circumftance, thefingularity of which
is increafed, when we reﬁe&. that flie is nei-
ther aweak,noran indolent woman. Inorder
to attain to fuch a height of power, we arc
naturally led to fuppofe, that hefides his fu-
perior abilities for Government, he has not
been negligent of the arts which concihiate
royal favor. That' he does not maintain
bimfelf in his prefent elevation, by any fuch
compliances or attentions, is however cer-
tain. -Never did any Minifter appear to
facrifice fo little cither to the- prejudices,
-or even to the withes and requefts of his
Sovereign. He trcats with equal indiffer-
ence, the t,eftunomcs of her part xahty, or
- of her refentment. Far from defiring to fee

her
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her frequently, it is an a® of complianco,
on his pait when he vifits her. His pa-
lace m Vienna is contiguous 1o that of
the Emprefs, and nota hundred paces from
her very chamber. He s not ignorant of
the pleafure which fhe would receive, from
feeing and comerﬁnw with lim on matters
of public bufinefs; yet, in defiance, or in
negleét of her repeated meflages, he rarely
vifits her, except on particular occafions,
morc than once in twelve days or a fort--
night. Fvery thing is tranfaéted. between
hefn by correfpondence

As if the refufal to gratify her reafonable
demands, were not a fuflicient proof of his
afcendancy - over her, he ﬁnockg» her very
prejudices.  Nay, in more than oneinftance,
Maria Therefa has_defcended to afls of
‘complaifancc, and almoft of perfonal humi-
‘liation, in favor of her Minifter, which I
hardly can venture to mention, from their
incredibility. Prince Kaunitz, till - within,
‘the laft Tow years, was not only attached to

women, and gave himfelf no trouble to
" conceal”
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conceal his irregularities; but he feemed a3
if he withed to render them public and noto-
rious. Actrefies, dancers, and opera girls of
diftinguithed beauty or accomplifhments,
lived under his immediate protcflion. The
Gabrieliy, who has been fo celebrated from
Palermo to Peterfburgh; the Foliaz/i, and
various other Itylians, known'cither by the
charms of their voice or their perfon, have
fucceflively fhared the Aufirian Minifier’s
affeftion. It isa fact, that when he has gone
_to wait on the Emprefs, he has carried his
miftrefs in the carriage with him to the gate
of the palace: and that fhe has remained in
the coach, while he went to tranfa@ bufinefs
with her Majefty, from whofe prefence le
uamediately returncd to her.

That a diffolute, or a libertine Princefs,
fuch as Catherine the Sccond, or her prede-
ceflor Elizabeth, Emprefs of Ruffia, fhould
from confiderations of policy, overlook and
-pardon fuch trefpaflesagainft decorum, would
excite no furprize, But, that’a Sovere'lgn;
yho, rigidly virtuous in her own condudt,

feverely
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fevercly reprefles all infractions of morality
in others; thould neverthelefs pernit her firit
Minifter with impunity to commit fuch irre.
gulanities, appears a fort of paradox. It is
certain that the greateft fubje&t in rank
throughout the Auftrian domintons, who, en-
couraged by the precedent, were to attempt
the fame thing, would foon ropent his temea
rity. Even Px mce Kaunitz bimfelf, I am
affured, has been many times on the point of
receiving his difiuilion from all his offices ;
more, however, from the unaccountable ob-
ftinacy with which he has refufed to obey the
Emprefs’s commands, than from her refent-
ment at his condu& in other refpets.. In
vain would any future Minifter attempt a
fimilar experiment: his difgrace and ruin
would be the infallible confequence. Not
only the prefent Minifter’s talents and fer-
vices plead for him: long prefeription and

bit have made his very weakneﬂ'cs refpec-
table in Maria Therefa’s eyes. They have
grown old together, have fhared the fame
dangers, weathered the fume ftorms, and arg:
now
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now too intimately acquainted with each
other’s failings, as well as virtues, to feparate
in the evening of life. Thefe caufes fuflicient-
1y account for his prefent power, and proba-
bly fecure his future authority againfl ull
attack under her reign. No man here laoks
forward to a change of admmifiration, ex-
eept by the death of the actual pofietlor. In
cafe of fuch an event, either Prince Starem-
-berg, who now governs the Low Countrics,
or Count Cobenzel, lately returned from
Berlin, where he was Envoy, are regarded as
likely to fucceed. The latter of thofe Minif-
‘ters is about to affume an important part,
in the approaching negotiations for prace
between Auftria and Pruffia,
Agaanft the event to which I have al-
luded, as the only one capable of caufing
- an-alteration in the councils of thé Emprefs,
Prince Kaunitz takes every poffible pre-
_eaution. No man ever dreaded difiolutign
more, and age does not feem to have in
sny meafure reconciled him to its approach.

'Aﬂ bis exealon& fyftematically tend to pro-
long.
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long his life, and his powers of enjoymerft,
or of gratification. He negletts no means
of protralting the term of his exiftence,
which ingenuity can devife, or wifdom- can
fuggeft. At table, though he eats very plen-
tifully, he no longer commits any excefs;
and in order to maintain his health, while
he procures an appetite, he never fails to
ride in the Mancge for a confiderable time,
every day. A variety of horfes brought
from all parts of Europe, which he mounts
by turns, and manages with no little force
as well as addrefs, confidering his age;
equally contribute to amufe,and to invigorate
him. He has long fince renounced every
other pleafure incompatible with his great
objed, the prefervation of life. Thefe at-
tentions would ftill be laudable, or at leaft
excufable, if he had not the weaknefs to fear
and to' deprecate death, more than a wife

~man, who knows the uncertsin tenure of
mortality, can be jufiified in doing. . Hisap-
prehenfions are fo pucrile, and {o well known,
that no perfon cven mentions death’in his
: ‘prefence;
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psefence; a circumftance of which firangers
are foon apprized, after their arrival at Vi.
enna. Above all, he dreads the fmall-pox ;
a difep,fé which he has never had, and
agamnft which he' is continually on his
guard. Unlefs fome unexpefted accident
thould fhorten his career, hc certainly bids
fair’ to attain the age of Cardinal Fleury ;
-and like him, to govern with almoft unli-
mitegd authority, long after the period when
men are ufually incapacitated, or indifpofed
by infirmities, for aflive exertion.

Never, perhaps, did a Firft Minifter re-
queft fo few, and rcceive fo many favors
from his fovereign, as Prince Kaunitz. I
know from indifputable authority, that the
Emprefs confers, abfolutely unafked and
unfolicited, almoft every gratification or
emolument, which s poffefied by himfelf
and the other brauches of his family.  The
eldeft of his four fons, Count Emeﬁ,
employed in a civil capacity at home, an
has befh honored with the order of the
Golden Fleege, Two of the others, Do~

- " minick
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tinick and Jofeph, are foreign Minifters,
one at Madrid, the other at Peterfburgh.
But, the Prince their father is not fuppofed
to be rich; an incontefiable proof that his
adminiftration has been more direGted to
public objeéls, than to the accumulation of
private wealth. Thofe perfons who moft
feverely criticife, or reprobate his fyftem
of policy; and many fuch are to be found
here; yet admit his fuperiority to every
fordid or mercenary confideration. So
inattentive 13 he even to the interefts of his
own children, that they have themfelves
frequently reproached him with indiffer-
ence, ot with want of exertion on that
head. It is difficult to afcertain whether
this inatiention arifes moft from genuine
difintereftednefs, from carlefinefs of tem-
per, or from a high fpirit of independence ;
perheps from a°combination of all thofe
ities. His appointments, as Chancellor
tate, and Minifter for foreign Affairs,
thongh confidered as ample here, are far ins
{erior'to the fulary enjoyed by a Firft Lord
You. 11. I1 ) of
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of the Treafury and Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer with us, when thofe offices are
united in the fame perfon. Including the
allowance for his table, they do not exceed
forty thoufand florins, or about four thoufand
pounds fterling a year. The difference in the
value of money, and in the price of the ef-
fential articles of ordinary confumption, muft,
it is true, beallowed greatly infavorof Vienna,
when compared with London.  But, Prince
Kaunitz fits down regularly to a table of fix-
teen or cighteen covers, every day; while an
Englith Minifter is not compelled to any
fimilar expence.

In his perfon, Prince Kaunitz is tall, thin,
and well-made, though deftitute of elegance
or grace. If his face has not been hand-
fome, it is neverthelefs a countenance, in
which are ftamped the ftrong charafters of
fenfe and intelligence. ‘His manners are
fiff ; yet, there is in them fomething cha-
ralleriftic and peculiar, which, while it
«ibly attra8s attention, by no means difgofis
or difpleafes. He ufually dreffes with fim~

| plicity ;
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plicity ; but on particular occafions I have
feenhim magnificently habited. The “Toifon
“ d'or,” ornamented with brilliants, he never
fails to wear on his breaft. He has likewife
received the order of * St. Stephen,” inftituts
ed by Maria Therefa in 1764; and he enjoys
the peculiar privilege of wearing the ftar in
diamonds, which the fumptuary laws here
forbid to every other fubje&. The letter, or
rather note, written to him by the Emprefs,
when fhe conferred on him this mark of dif=
tinction,is couched in a ftyle fo different from
the ordinary one of Princes, and befpeaks fo
much fenfibility, that I cannot refift inferting
it here. It was addreffed to Prince Kaunitz
near thirteen years ago, on the marriage of
the Archduchefs Chriftina to Prince Albert of
Saxony, in April 1766. The lady who gaveit
me, copied it from the original; and I prefer
it to any of the brilliant and fludied letters
sof Frederic, which are circulated and read
with fuch admiration, all over Germany.
« Ce n'eft pas feulement par difpenfe de
“ Grand Maitre, mais par diftinion, que’
I1a % vous



484 MEMOIRS OF THE

* vous pouvez porter la Croix de I'Ordre de
¢ St. Etienne, en diamans. Vous avez tant
“ contribué 4 l'illuftrer, que je faifis avee
“ avidite cette occafion fi chere & mon cceur,
“ de vous temoigner ma reconnoiffance, qui
“ vous eft due depuis long tems, et qui ne
“ finira qu'avec ma vie.
“ MARrIE THERESE.”
After the carelefs or independent manner
in which Prince Kaunitz behaves towards the
Emprefs Queen, it cannot excite furprize,
that he treats his equals and inferiors, with
ftill greater marks of contemptuous uncon-
cern. Towards the nobility at large of both
fexes, as well as towards the Minifters of fo-
reign Courts, he hardly obferves any mea-
fures of decorum.  Far from accofiing them
with civility whep they enter his drawing-
room, or as they furround his billiard table,
which is placed at one corner of it ; he fre-
quently turns his back on them at the mo-
ment when they are about to pay him their
court, or when they are defirous of entering *
into converfation with him. If the French
14 ! : Embaflador
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Embaffador is exempted from fo humiliating
a treatment, he owes it purely teo the ne-
ceflity that Prince Kaunitz feels, of mana-
ging in fome meafure the reprefentative of a
powerful Court, which has conneéted itfelf
by ties of marriage and of policy with
Aufiria. But, the prefence of Monfieur de
Breteuil certainly impofes on him no re-
firaint whatfoever. In company with the
firft perfons of rank of both fexes, at his
own table, he does not hefitate, cvery day,
after dinner, to pafs at lcaft a quarter of
an hour, in the difgufting occupation of
cleaning his teeth, which he performs with
all the minute ceremonies of the toilet,
Perhaps, fuch an infult to decency and
to good breeding, never was committed
in any civilized country. Certainly it is
not known elfewhere ; and it would have
excited aftonithment mixed with averfion,
if it had been prattifed by Charles the
Twelfth himfelf; who, though he was ac-
cuftomed to fpread his butter with his
thumbs, yet never vielated wantonly the

rules of civility towards ladies. I have
113 been
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been prefent frequently at the fcene to
which I allude, in company with the moft
diftinguithed men and women in Vienna,
Auftrians, as well as foreigners. 1Is is diffi-
cult to puth contempt for all the forms of
polithed fociety to a greater length.

The Auftrian firft Minifter rifes very late,
ufually at, or nearly about noon; but
he tranfaéls public bufinefs in bed during
the whole morning, where his fecretaries
attend for that purpofe. At one o’clock
he takes chocolate. His hour of dinner is
uncettain, varying capricioufly from four
o’clock, to five, fix, amd feveh in the even-
ing ; in confequence of which want of
punQluality, all who are able, have running
footmen fiationed in the Prince’s anticham-
ber, to bring them intimation when he is
about to appear. If he accepts an invitation
to dine with any perfon, however high his
rank, it is only on condition that the wine,
bread, and even the water be fent from his
own houfe, The principal difhes muft like~
wife be dregfled by his cook : flipylations,
which, however hymiliating, are never re-

fufed
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fufed by thefe who afpire to the honour of,
entertaining him. No crowned head in
Europe, I believe, exafts fimilar marks of
deference from his Courtiers ; nor could
Louis the Fourteenth have experienced
greater proofs of fervile refpeft, when he
condefcended to vifit his favourite Minifters
or fubjetts. Naturally cheerful, and dif-
pofed to the pleafures of fociety, Prince
Kaunitz neverthelefs unbends at table, He
converfes well on almoft all topics, reafons
with accuracy, and has a vaft command of -
expreffion. Italian, French, and German,
he fpeaks with no lefs eafe than fluency ;
but; French is the language which he ufually
talks in company, as being moft gencrally
underftood. It is indeed rare to hear him
utter a word in German ; for which lan-
guage, like his Pruffian Majefty, he does not
feems to entertain any prediletion. To
Italians, of whom there are always many in
the Coust of Vienna, he never fails to ad-
drefs himfelf in Italian, if they do not pofs
fefs Frenchin perfeftion. -
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His favorite topics of debatc or of convers
fation, are horfes, mechanics, and carriages.
It is fcarcely poffible to be a greater Con-
noiffeur than he 1s, or affeéts to be, on thefe
fubjeCts ; and whenever any of them are
mentioned, he harangues with no lefs perfpi-
cuity than informatien. On politics, as may
be fuppofed, he rarely or never touches; but,
on hiftorical points he is eafily led out, and
difplays, without affetation, a very extenfive
acquaintance with all the great events of mo-
dern Europe. Ifnota man of thining talents,
he is unqueftionably pefitfied of great en-
largement of mind, much application, and
found judgment, matured by themoft perfect.
acquaintance with all the financial and mili-
tary refources of the Houfe of Aufiria. En-
dowed with uncemmon penetration, he feizes
with facility the difficulties of any affair; and
never was a head better organized, nor more
capable of uniting precifion with difpatch,
in the tranfaftion of public bufinefs.

The wifdom of his policy in forming an
alliance with France, though the feature in

his
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his adminiftration, of which, above all others,
he is peculiarly vain, may yet be accounted
very problematical ; and time alone can affix
to it the indelible ftamp of excellence, or of
error. If opinions are however divided re-
fpecting that meafure, theyare not {o relative
to the partition of Poland, in confenting to
which he committed an irreparable fault,
ncver to be fufliciently condemned. Quit-
ting the path of juftice and of honor, no lefs
than the true interefts of his Sovereign, he
ftooped to divide withtwo otherrival Powers,
the plunder of a defencelefs nation, whom
he ought fyflemetically to have proteted
and fupported againft everyinvader. Caught
in the toils fpread for him by Frederic, and
either a dupe to his own vanity, or defirous
by whatever means to augment the Au-
firian dominions; hé doubtlefs already feels,
though he may not avow, the pernicious con-
fequences of fo fhort fighted a policy. Itis
evident that Prufiia alone was a real gainer
by that dark tranfa€lion, where the fuperior

genius of Frederic achieved more in the
Cabinet,
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Cabinet, than he had previoufly done in the
Field; in which Auftria was completely
duped or over-reached ; and to which Ruffia
was only a reluétant, as well as an involun-
tary party. It conflitutes the greateft blot
m Kaunita’s political charaéter, and will pro-
bably be ftill more reprobated by pofterity,
than by the prefent age.

His pleafures, at a period of life fo ad-
vanced, can neither be very numerous, nor
extremely varied. He is fond of Mufic,
and likes theatrical entertainments, though
he feldom attends them. I have feen him de-
lighted with the “Ombres Chinoifes,” when
exhibited in a private room, before a felet
company, At cards he never plays; but,
during the greater part of every evening,
he amufes himfelf at billiards, in his own
drawing-room, One of his paffions through
life, has been architeCture, pratical as well
as theoretical ; and it is pretended, that he
has not a little impaired his fortune by in-

»dulging this elegant propenfity. Certainly
‘he has throwp away immenfe fums; Iam
. 1 told,
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told, ncar a million of florins, or full a hun.
dred thoufand pounds, between his houfe in
the fuburbs of Vienna, and his feat at Aufier-
litz in Moravia. Neither of them are yet
completed, and he is perpetually pulling
down, altering, and repairing. If there is
not great exaggeration in thefe afiertions,
they will explain the reafon, why, after fuch
a long poffeffion of power, he has amaffed
little wealth for his family. Indeed, it
would be difficult otherwife to account for
' *ft, fince he is not generous; at leaft not
from difpofition, though he knows how to
affect liberality on proper occafions.

Prince Kaunitz is a good Catholic, but has
not any tinCture of bigotry or fuperfiition.
I believe he rarely, if ever confeffes: I'know
that he never attends, nor hears mafs per-
formed, except on Sundays ; and then only
for ten mjnutes, not publicly, but in his own
hoyfe. Spperior to the temptation or the
love of gold, he is not lefs exempt from any
{pirit of vengeance, The natural elevation
of his mind raifes him above Court-cabal,

and
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and little minifterial intrigue. An encmy
to every fpecies of conftraint, the freedom
which he exercifes himfelf, he extends to
thofe about him: yet, the confcioufnefs of
his dignity never forfakes him for a moment.
I have feen him, in his own drawing-room,
as unconcerned, and as attentive to every
point of his game at billiards, while the
Emperor ftood on one fide of him, and the
Archduke Maximilian on the other, as
though they had both been private indivi~
duals of no confequence. He is an Aétor,
and he never appeared to me to play his
part fo well, as on thofe occafions. To-
wards men of genius, artifts, and perfons
diftinguithed in every line of letters or of
fcience, he is affable and polite to a high
degree. Gluck not only dines frequently
at his table ; but, I have known the Prince
addrefs his difcourfe to him during “the
wholerepaft, in 2 manney the mott flattering,
while he has not condefcended to notice
the firft nobility of Vienna feated near hxm.
In this part of hjs charafter, he fiands

widely



COURT OF BLRLIN, ETC. 493

widely oppofed to the Auftrian men of rank,
who relain many of the feudal prejudices of
their anceflors, and rarely open their houfes
to men of merit or talents, on the footing of
acquaintance, unconnefted with the advan~
tages of birth.

If flexibility is not to be reckoned among
the qualities of Prince Kaunilz, as litile
likewife is diffimulation. It forms an in-
ftance, rare in the hiflory of the world, and
more peculiarly of Courts, that a man of
fuch a cafi, though his abilities may be ever
fo eminent, fhould have attained to power,
and have preferved it for fo many years.
Far from concealing his fentiments, even
on points the mofl delicate, as well as per-
fonal, he has always expreflfed himfelf with
boldnefs. Nothing is better known than
his diflike, I might almofi fay his averfion,
for the prefent Emperor, when he was fuc-
ceflively Archduke and King of the Ro-
mans, before his father’s death. The Prince
never mentioned his charatter, condué, or

underftanding, except with marks of difap-
probation.
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probation. Even after Jofeph's acceffion
to the Imperial dignity, he did not alter his
language. “ The Emperor,” foid he more
than once, *fears me, and I diflike Aim.”
As a proteBor of the fine arts, and.partis
cularly of Mufic, Kaunitz was deeply hurt
at the *Ordonnance” which produced the
ruin of the Italian opera. The fpirit of in«
povation snd reform, charaleriftic of all
Jofeph’s regulations, by no means fuited the
tafte of the Minifter. * Je ne vois,” faid
he, “ que des defences de tous cotés” At
that time, his Irperial Majefty never vifited
nor converfed with him: on the contrary,
it was no fecret that he held Prince Kaunitz
in detefiation.

Infen{ibly, however, their mutual aliena~
tion has not only ceafed, but has been fuc-
ceeded by apparent attachment, efteem, and
confidence. Thofe fentimentscan fcarcely
be carried to a higher pitch of reciprocal
deference and refpet, than at’ the prefent
moment. How far, views of policy or in-
. tereft o either fide, have conduced to ope-
rate
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rate fo total a change, it is impofiible to
afcertain. Jofeph, who is unqueftionably a
matfter of diffimulation, may only wait for the
proper moment in which to manifeft his real
fentiments ; ‘but people here are univerfally
convinced, that no reconciliation was ever
more complete or more fincere. He feewns
to be never fatisfied with giving the Prince
the moft flattering teftimonies of confidera~
tion and perfonal regard. During the courfe
of the two laft winters, not content with fre-
quently prefenting himfelf at the drawing-
room of the firft Minifter, as one of the com~
pany ; Jofeph has often vifited him in his
bed-chamber, in order to converfe with him
at more eafe, on every fubjett of public im-
port. Thefe interviews have been condutied
without ceremony or attendaats, and not
unufually without any previous intimation
on the part of the Emperor.

Whenever he has occafion to mention the
Prince’s name, it is accompenied with ex-
of confideration for his fervices and

virtues. On the anniverfary of his own birth,
1t
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it is cuftomary for Prince Kaunitz always to
dine with his eldeft fon, Count Erneft, and
a feleét party. Upon the fecond of February,
laft year, which wastheday to which I allude,
the firft Minifter repaired to his fon’s houfe,
about half paft four o’clock. Candles had not
been brought in, though it was already dufk;
and the company expefting every minute to
be fummoned to table, were converfing in the
drawing-room, when the door opened very
gently. A perfon entcred, and on his ad-
vancing towards the Countefs Erneft Kau-
nitz, they perccived with furprize that it was
the Emperor. ¢ I am come, Madam,” faid
he, ““unafked, to eat a part of your dinner. I
“ hope you will permit me on this day to
“ fhew my refpeét, and to pay my compli-~
“ ments to Prince Kaunitz.” Heaccordingly
fat down with the other guefis; but, at table
he placed himfelf on the Minifter’sright hand,
and did not allow of the fmalleft diflin6tion
being paid him, confidering himfelf only as
oue of the. company. It was difficult for a
Sovereign to thew a more delicate or datter

" mg
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ing mark of attention. I<received thefa.
partlculars from one of the ladies who was .
prefent on the occafion.

If Jofeph manifefts fo decided an affec- -
tion for the Prince, the latter, who now
repays it with intercft, feems to have no
more grateful or pleafing topic of conver-
fation, than the praifes of his mafter. His
filial piety and duty; his unwearied exer-
tions for the grandeur of the Auftrian
Houfe, and the felicity of his fubjefts;
his application to bufinefs; his readinefs to
expofe his perfon in the field, when his
country demands it; each of thefe, and
pany other of the Emperor 3 qualities,are tho
“frequent fubjet of the Minifter’s eulogium.
On the eleventh of April, luft year, the day
when his Majeﬁy fet off from Vienna to join
the army in Bohemia, Kaunitz launched out
at his awn %able, on the great endgwments
which meet in Jofeph the Second.* ¢ L’Emn-
pereur, * faid he feveral times, “‘eft un vrai
herds,” It may, neverthelefs; be doubted
whether, though he admired thé hero, he -

vog. 11, * Kk ', > appraved
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approved the heroifm, fince the war has
never been confidered as either agreeable to
his withes, or confonant to his views and
policy. Happily for both the Prince and
the Minifter, it feems now to be drawing
to a conclufion, according to every appear-
ance: a fubjeft on which 1 fhall have more
to fay in my next letter,
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LETTER XXXV.

Appointment of the Congrefs at Tefchen, for the
conclufion of peace—Sentiments excited by it
at Vienna—Departure of the Grand Duke
of Tufcany for Florence—~Charaller of that
Prince, and of the Grand Duchefs of Tuf-
cany, his wife.—RefleGtions on the war occa-
Jfoned by the Bavarian fucceffion.

Vienna, March 17th, 1779,

AT length, after a painful period of fuf-
penfe and anxiety, I believe I may
announce the approach, if not the certainty
of peacc. As long ago as the 27th of laft
month, a courier from Breflaw arrived here,
with intelligence of all the preliminaries
being already adjufted, and only waiting for
fignature. A congrefs, defigned to fettle the
terms of the definitive treaty, was at firft
. fixed to meet at Troppau in Auftrian Silefia;
but the little town of Tefchen, capital of
the duchy of the fame name, near the
KK 2 fron-
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frontiers of the Imperial Poland, is fince
fubftituted in place of Troppau. As be-
longing to -Prince Albert and the Arch-
duchefs Chriftina, Tefchen, which isa fort
of neutral fpot, may be thought proper for
the meeting of plenipotentiaries. Other-
wife, a more wretched and’ defolate collec-
tion of huts, could hardly have been found
in any corner of Europe. An armiftice,
preparatory 30 negotiation, took place on
the 8th of the prefent month. The Baron
de Breteuil, and Count de Cobenzel, late
Eunvoy Extraordinary at the Court of Ber-
lin, were immediately named to repair to
Tsfchen, on the part of Franee and Auftria. '
Prince Repnin, and the Baron de Riedazcl,
Minifter to the Court of Vienna from his
Pruffian Mujefly previous to the war, are
likewife appointed on the fide of Frederic,
and of his ally, Catharine. But, Count
Cobenzel having been unexpeftedly feized
with a fit of the gout, which incapacitated
bim for travelling ; his relation, Joha Philip
Cobenzel, has been fubftituted in his place,

The
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The French Embaffador and he fet off for

the place of negociation, pn the eighth, the

day when the armiftice commenced. The

Court of St. James’s, which, on former oc-

cafions, might have been called in as me-

diator, if not as umpire, in the quarrel, is,
completely excluded, and feems to be as

little confidered on either fide, as the meaneft

Italian Republic. Neither the vigor of our

counfels, nor the fuccefs of our arms at the .
prefent moment, tend to imprefs Germany

and Europe with refpect.

Notwithftanding the apparent certainty
of the approach of peace, great difcontent
prevails in this Capital. Not only the in-
glorious manner in which the war has been
cendufted; the .circumﬁances likewife, under
which a Congrefs is about to be opened,
excite a degree of ferment approaching to
indignation ; fince it is well known that the
Pruﬁians ftill continue in Bohemia. But,
neither the Court nor the cabinet, neither
Jofeph nor the Prime Minifter, feem in-
¢lined to profecute hoflilities. Relative to

XK 3 " the



502 MEMOIRS OF THE

the terms upon which peace will ultimately
be made, we comonly conje€ture: no one
here, however, doubts that it muft be pur-
chafed by a partial, if not by a total refii-
tution, of the territories which occafioned
4he rupture. Frederic, ftrong in the caufe
that he efpoufes, fuftained by the open aid
of Saxony, and by the avowed fupport of
Ruflia, pofiefles great advantages over his
.adverfary. France is neither fuppofed to
interfere with zeal, in favor of Maria The-"
refa and her fon; nor, embarraffed as
Louis the Sixteenth now is by a war with
England, can he, were he even fo difpofed,
extend cffectual affiffance to the Emprefs
Queen. Catharine, on the contrary, irri-
tated againft the Auftrian.Minifter, who,
in the partition of Poland, and on other
occafions, has fhewn as little refpet for her
interefts, as deference for her wifhes, afls
vigoroufly in favour of Pruffia. The
Princes of the German Empire look on,
and enjoy with a malignant pleafure, the
embarraffinents, as well as the humiliation,
" of

19 '
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of the Imperial Cabinet. Under thefe cirs
cumftances, it is probable that the Court of
Vienna will not refufe, and has already re-
folved, to make the facrifices, however ample
or painfyl, neceflary for enfuring peace.
Another event, which confirms the fup-
pofition, is the return of the Great Duke
and Duchefs of Tufcany, to Florence. They
doubtlefs delayed their departure, till the
decifion of fo great a point, in which Leo-
pold muft neceflarily feel himfelf deeply,
ough not immediately involved. He is
fall the prefumptive, eventual heir, to all
the dominions of Maria Therefa, as long as
_his elder brother is neither married, nor has
“any iffte. On the fame day when the ar
miftice took place, and on which the Aufs
trian and French Embaffadors fet off for
Tefchen, the Great Duke and*Duchefs left
Vienna, for Florence. After an affe@ionate
and tender adieu on the part of the Emprefa, ‘
thejf’p)vceeded to Baden, only four ledgues
dlﬂnnt, 1o which place Jofeph end all the
othpr members of the Imperial Family acs
dx 4 eampamed
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companied them. There they dined to-
gether, and the two brothers parted, with
mutual teftimonies of affetion and regret.
Maria Therefa's infirmities did not allow
her to be of the party.

Relative to the Great Duke, I have faid
little in thefe Mentoirs ; as, though he has
been here feveral months, 1 have had‘com-
paratively few opportunities of feeing him;
neither he nor the Great Duchefs mixing in
fociety. Hc is fix years younger than the
Emperor, of a middle fize, well made, and
apparently of -a more robuft confiitution
than -Jofeph. Never did two brothers lefs
Tefemble each other in perfon and-in man-
ners. Leopold has not either the intelli-
gence of countenance, the refilefs ativity
of mind, or, the communitative and affable
difpdfition of the Emperor. His features,
grave Qnd faturmnc, deficient in dignity,
as well 2 ammatmn : In thelr baldnefs
upon theCrowp of the head, and i .that
refpect oply, the Brothers are alike. ' Per-
bapy, ‘s Ming zchidence in Iraly, muy have

con-
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contributed to render the Great Duke mora
referved than if he had remained in Ger-
tany, where the national charater is frank
and open. It is indifputable, that he likes
Florence better than Vienna; a preference,
it mufi be ewned, equally natural and par-
donable. Independently of the pofition and
climate, which are in favor of the Tufcan
Capital, he is there a Sovereign; hete he is
‘ﬂly an elevated individual. Though lefs
ingratiating and acceflible than his elder
brother, he is beloved and efteemed by
thofe who enjoy his confidence, and who
know how to apprecidte his merits. His
nrind is far more cultivaled likewife; by an
extenfive acquaintance with polite Jetters,
and cven with fome brgnches of fcience.
Undér a ferious exterior, he conceals from
common eyes the defefts, which Jofeph’s
more unguarded manners bkpofe; but, his
gallantries havesbeen not. lefs general or
notorious, than' thefe of any of his prede-
ceffors of the celebrated Houtfe of"Mediis.
In the adminiftratiori of Tufcany, peculialy
- in
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in the amelioration of its laws and police, he
15 faid to Have difplayed application, ftea-
dmefs, ‘and judgment ; qusalities, which &
1s probable he may, at fome future time,
have ocealion to exercife on a greater and
more confpicuous theatre. Jofeph, whofe
intentions not to marry a third time, are
well known, regards him as his fucceffor;
and the two brothers either fée], or affe@ to
feel, a very warm attachment for each other.
Of the Grand Duchefs of Tufcany, in
common with almoft every perfon here, I
know ftill lefs from perfonal obfervation, as
fhe is hardly ever féén in public; her deli-
cate ftate of health incapacitating her for '
much exertion or amufement. Daughter of
the prefent King‘ of Spain, Charles the Third,
_ fhe refembles him in the lineaments of coun-
tenance ; and no Princefs can have flenderer
pretenfions to pérfonal beauty, grate, or ele-
gance. Her figure is meagre, her face thin
and pale, her complexion fallow, her nofe
long, as’well as large, and her fight con-
tiufled,” Nor are ber monuers and de-

meanor
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meanor better calculated to repfefent the
Majefly of the Imperial Throne, which it is
poffible {he may one 'day afcend ; an event
that the is faid not to contemplate with much
complacency, or to anticipate with any im-
paticnce. Like her hufband, fhe 1s confi-
dered here as more partial to the Tufcans,
than to the Germans. If fhe is deficient in

onal charms, fhe is not lefs fo in female
accomplithments. A Neapolitan education,
completed in Spain, was probably not very
favourable to the difclofure or cultivation
of her natural endowments. But, every
deficicney of an external and orommental
nature, is amply compenfated by the in-
trinfic worth and folid excellence of her
charafler. Devoted to her children and
her hufhand, beyond whom flie knows no'
" objett of affeftion or enjoyment, in thenl
centre all her cares. Demcfiic and retired;
fhe fhuns pul;lim exhibitions, in whibh
neither ber health, her turn pf mind, nor
her manpers,enable her to .appear with
advantege: . A mumerous *family, confifts

"o
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ing of nine Princes and Princeffes, by whom

the Houfe of Auftria muft in all probability

be perpetuated, occupy her time, and en-

grofs her whole attention. Little known

beyond the limits of Florence or of Vienna,

the is well recompenfed for the want of

admiration and celebrity, by the refpeét and

attachment of the few, who arc acquainted

with her virtues. :

- 1 am now about to leave this C'tpxtal‘

after having witnefied the origin, the pro-

grefs, and probably the termination, of the

Bavarian quarrcl. A rupture of fuch im-

_portance, has awakened the Imperial Court

from the long repofe of fiftcen years, which

" fuceeeded the great war terminated in
1763. Jofeph the Second, and Prince

" Kaunitz, have found more ferious occu-
pations for their time, than travelling or

‘building. Frederic, in oppofing the am-
.‘,Bmon of the former, has difclofed the fecret
';;and difcordant fpnngs, which aftuate the -
“fhovements | of the Auftrian Cabinet ; and
. has brought forward to the public’eye, the

. three
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three principal perfonages who compofe it,
more than could have been done by a much
longer period of tranquillity, Whatever
portion of the Bavarian fuccefiion may be
retained by Aufiria, at the definitive treaty
of peace; the effential advantages, as well
as the glory, of having taken up arms in
defence of the Palatine Houfe, and of the
Germanic Syftem, remain with his Pruffian
Majelty. If he has not acquired the fame
laurcls as in former wars, he has at leaft
checked the carcer of Jofeph the Second,
at its outfet ; and he has proved to Europe
at large, that time, though it may have
tempered the ardor of his counfels, or the
rapidity of his movements, has not di-
minithed his wigilance, nor 1mpau‘ed his
exertions. France, however the may be
connelted by ties of marriage, or of pre-
tended policy, with Maria Therefa, has
rather affetted to give, than has really ex.
tended, any aid to her on the prefent occa-
fion: while Catharine the Second, neither
molhﬁed by the advances, nor conciliated |

by
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by the blunc:liﬂnnents of the Auftrian Cabi-
net, has interpofed as arbitrefs in the dif-
‘pute, and has compelied the Emprefs Queen,
or rather her Son, to fheathe the fword.
Such 1s, or is about to be, tlie termination
of Jofeph the Second’s rafh atiempt to ap-
propriate a part of Bavaria. It has embit-
tered the evening of his mother’s reign,
‘without augmenting her glory, or raifing
his own reputation ; though it may poflibly
add fomewhat to the extent of the Auftrian
dominions. As I am on the point of fet-
‘ting out for Venice, I fhall not however
witnefs the final treaty, which, while it
determines_that point, will reftore tran-
quillity to this part of Europe.

I remain, &c. &ec.

THE END.

Luke Hanfard, printer, near Lincoin’s-Inn Fields












